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CHAPTER I. 



The venal wiU be bought, the base have lords. 

Thomson. 



The shop of Francis LathergiUs, hair-dresser 
and perfumer from London, was the general 
rendezvous of all the politicians and male gossips, 
in the genteel little town of Truckleborough. 
From seven in the morning, till ten at night, 
any one might pop in and ask what news from 
France? Nobody cares now about news from 
France, but it was quite another affair about 
thirty years ago, or more. One fine evening, 
about the latter end of September, as the said 

VOL. I. B 



S TBUCELEBOBOUGH HALL. 

F. Lathergills was standing" at bis shop door, 
and looking up and down the street, as if to 
catch some stray idler, for a half hour's 
discussion on the state of Europe, a carriage, 
drawn by four post horses, whirled rapidly 
round the corner, and instead of stopping at the 
Kings head, made the best of its way through 
the town. Our politician followed the vehicle 
with his eyes, and with his conjectures; but the 
first reached to a very short extent, and the 
latter were exerted to no purpose. 

It cannot be known how long the worthy 
citizen might have remained in suspense, had it 
not been for the apropos arrival of his friend 
and tutor, philosopher North. Here, perhaps, 
some explanation may be necessary. It may 
puzzle some heads to discover, how a hair- 
dresser and perfumer, in a country town, could 
be pupil to a philosopher. The fact was simply 
this. Stephen Bardolph North, Esq., as his 
tradesmen called him in their bills, or Citizen 
North, as he called himself, in his own talk, and 
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wridng, was a gentleman, who had 'been indebted 
to Westminster School for a knowledge of the 
existence, and an acqiiaintance with some of the 
peculiarities of the Greek and Latin tongues, 

* 

and who was also imder obligations to his fadier 
for not wasting much more than half the wealth 
which his grandfather had amassed, as a money 
scrivener, in the city of London. This gendeman^ 
or citizen, had even in his earliest youth, almost as 
soon as he could articulate, manifested a decided 
contemptfor the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world. He had no delight in gaudy apparel, and 
it is even reported of him that he once did actually 
bum a plume of ostrich feathers, which had 
adorned his mother^s head, alleging, as an ex^ 
euse or alleviation of the offence, that he could 
not see the use of that which was of no iisei 
Some of his friends were apprehensive that he 
Would become a quaker, but he always held 
that sect in abhorrence, for their ungrammatical 
substitution of " thee '' for " thou ;'' and he has 
occasionsmy whispered other objections not worth 
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repeating. So far, however, did he love plain- 
ness and simplicity, that he most ardently 
longed to see society divested of what Mr. Burke 
calls its Corinthian capital ; and his conduct as 
he grew towards man's estate, manifested rather 
a desire to effect political than religious refor- 
mations. He had uniformly adhered to the 
established church, so far as adherence consists 
in not frequenting conventicles. He married at 
an early age, and had been deprived, by death, of 
his partner, soon after the birth of a daughter, 
whose education formed his chief employment. 
.For the purpose of retirement, he had chosen 
for his residence, a neat ^and compact little cot- 
tage, called the Ivy Cottage, just at the entrance 
of the town of Truckleborough. Here did be 
ive with his daughter and two domesdcs, and, 
till the breaking out of the French revolution, 
was only known as a singular and retired sort of 
man; but when that momentous event took 
place, a new impetus was given to Mr. North'^s 
iedings, and he was all philosophy, patriotism. 
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and perfectibility. At one period of his life he 
was seldom seen in the town, and his walks were 
mostly limited to his own garden; but when the 
mighty political movements commenced on the 
continent, he was visible every day, swallowing 
with eagerness all intelligence from France, and 
commenting on that intelligence in language not 
always most acceptable to his auditors. The 
town of Truckleborough was, in fact, the worst 
place in the world for Mr. North to display 
his patriotism, or his eloquence. One-half of 
the- natives cared nothing about the matter, 
and the other half thought philosophy was 
magic, patriotism treifson, and eloquence sedi- 
tion. In the person of Francis Lathergills, 
however, Mr. North had one attentive hearer, 
and almost a convert ; yet the said perfumer, 
with all his disposition to adopt Mr. North's 
political creed, did not find his comprehension 
keep pace with his inclination, and was fre- 
quently surprised at meeting with difBculti^ 
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which he could not unravel, and mferences 
which he had not anticipated : but to do Mr. 
Lathergills justice, it must be acknowledged that 
Mr. North himself was occasionally in the 
$ame predicament So much for the philoso* 
pher's mind. As to his person, he was tall, rather 
round shouldered, with an aquiline nose, dark 
full eyes, remarkably fine set of teeth, deep 
toned, almost sepulchral, voice ; not much ^ven 
to smiling, but able to express contempt with a 
most exquisite sneer. His gait was something 
like that which Sallust attributes ' to Catiline, 
sometimes quick and sometimes slow; but h% 
was a far better man than Catiline — he was no 
oonspirator ; he had neither taste nor talent for 
plots : he had more the spirit of a martjrr or 
ooofessor, than that of a deep designer. Such 
was the person that greeted the hair-dresser at 
Ae mcment above named. 

^Whoie carriage is that?^ cried the pro- 
of perfumery, after the first salutation. 
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<< That carnage P replied the pbiloflopher ; 
^^ oontaiua no less a personage than Lord Sleiu 
der, the new proprietor of this borough.*^ 

There was after this reply a dead pause, as if 
tutor and pupil had mutually complimented 
each other with an opportunity of launching 
inU> a satirical discussion concerning rotten 
boroughs and undue influence. But the subject 
had been perhaps exhausted, or they were seeking 
for some new mode of illustration, or fresh flowers 
of rhetoric ; so it was, that they stood silent for 
a few minutes, gazing up the street through 
which the carriage had passed. The phllogci][^r 
at last broke silence« 

^^ This system cannot last ; the people's eyes 
wUl soon be opened. Now, there goes a man 
whom we have never seen, of whom we know 
nothing that is good ; and be, by the means of 
paltry pelf, commands the suffirages of every iup- 
dividual in tlus bonmgh. In the course of a 
few weeks a new parliament will be called^ 
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together. The two men who have hitherto re- 
presented this borough will cease to iDccupy 
th^ seats, and the very people who did choose 
them with such apparent cordiality a few years 
ago, will now displace them for two strangers, of 
whose principles they have not the slightest 
knowledge. All this is called influence ; it is 
more than influence; it is tjrranny of the basest 
kind, and the slaves who stoop to be thus made 
merchandize of, are the most abject grovellers 
that ever lived." 

" That is exactly my way of thinking," relied 
the perfumer. *< I never shave the town^derk 
without giving him a bit of my mind, and he 
seems sometimes quite puzzled by my argu- 
ments. I once asked him plainly, how he could 
prove that the million was made to be slaves to 
one man, and he could not answer me. He 
knows well enough, that the wisest plan is to 
make the best for himself, and let discussion 
alone. Lord, Sir, I have been thinking what a 



fine thing iit would be^ if you, now, or some 
gentleman of your way of thinkii%» should jml 
give a few lectures on the principles of true and 
proper government You know what I mean? ^ 
. ^^ Do you tlunt, Mend Lathergills, that/I 
should have any thing of an audience ? — I ratUsr 
lear that I should have to address empty 
benches, or, perhaps, be favoured cHily witht 
your company — and, perhaps, before I had well 
finished, I might be saluted by the entrance of 
a constable or two to lead me to the town gaol. 
The magistrates, in this place, are most violent 
tories and alarmists. But, to be sure, there 
might be some good done; and should I be 
even a martyr to my principles, I might thus 
kindle a flame which should not easily be 
extingui^ed. To tell you the truth, I have 
bi^li thinking over the subject, and as I expect 
a friend soon from London, a man of sound and- 

steady principles, we may talk the matter over. 
I have received, lately, some very important 
communications from the Corresponding Society, 
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ted ther^ are many thingB, ^faich I flatter myv 
idf might be made useful to the warld.^ 

Mr. Lathergills was about to reply, or mor^ 
properly speaking, had begun to reply, by say>« 
ing, ^* Mr. North, I tell you what; my notion 
of liberty is that ** 

Jlere he was most unfortunately and rudely 
interrupted by a shrill female voice, in the little 
parlour, at the back of the shop, calling out, 
*^ Lathergills, why don^t you come in and 
mind your business ? here's the man waiting fat 
Dr. Mufflechops* wig, and you know it isn't 
half done." 

'Mr. North did not wait to hear what was 
Mr.^ Lathergills's notion of liberty. Mrs. Lather- 
gills had also her peculiar notions on the sub- 
ject of liberty. The philosopher left the loving 
couple to their own speculations, and sauntered 
up the street, to have a few words with the 
landlord of the King's Head. Mr. Flatman, the 
landlord, received him with a polite bow, which 
the philosopher did not think fit to return ; for 
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k was his oiuiiiony that bowuig was nol fit for 
fr0e and enlightened men^ inasmuch as it bore 
the aspect of servility and degradatioii. 

^* Have you seen a paper to^y, Mr. North i*' 
said the man of hospitality. ** Sad goings on in 
France, Sir ! very sad— *more murders, more 
massacres; why, those people think no more 
of kings than of constables ; nor half so much, I 
believe, for I don^t suppose that the corporation 
here would behead our constables without judge 
or jury like, just for nothing, as a body may 
say. What harm did the poor King of France 
ever do— I should like to know ?'' 

" And what good did he ever do?" said Mr. 
North, with all the gravity of an oracle. 

" Good ?— why I don't know, but I dare say 
he was as good as our own king, God bless 
him !'^ 
. " Very likely,'' said Mr. North. 

" Then what did they cut off his head for t 
Why could not they let him alone ? I dare say 
they won't get a better." 
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. . " TJhie people .of Franoe, Mr. Flatman, are 
an enlightened people. They have seen the ab- 
surdity of surrendering themselves to be tranir 
jied on by a man, ot by any set of men ; they 
have resolved to be free, and they are free ; 
they heard of liberty, and were resolved to paTu^ 
take of it. Their king deceived and betrayed 
them ; they were compelled, in their own defence, 
to the extremity of which you speak. I am 
s(»Ty for the king, as a man*^; but I consider him 
only as a man, and his death, in the eye of 
reason and philosophy, is no more than the 
death of any other man." 

" Well, Sir,'' replied the host, with a tone of 
humility, ^^ I don't understand any thing about 
reason and philosophy, but it does seem to me, 
that there is a mighty diflFerence between cutting 
off a king's head, and cutting off the head of a 
common man. Why, now, the other day, you 
know, there was poor Dick Sharp hung for 
sheep-stealing, and nobody thought any thing 
about it ; but if the mayor, or my Lord Slender 
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sthould be hung, I think there would be a little 
more fuss inade :about it Biit, perhaps, Sii^, 
you will walk in, and look at the^pers.^ 

Mr. North walked into the little back room, 
where he found his daily oracle, and was soon 
deeply engaged in perusing the proceedings of 
the revolutionists. Glad was he to find that the 
affairs of the republicans were so flourishing; 
delighted at their victories, which he believed in 
all their full extent, but of their reverses he had 
his doubts. Some of their severities he was 
inclined to blame, lest they might throw dis- 
credit on the cause of liberty. While he was 
thus delightfully engaged, his host entered, and 
brought, together with a tankard of ale« a small 
parcel, which had been sent down from the hall, 
directed to S. B. North, Esq., Truckleborough. 

** One of my Lord Slender's servants, Sir, 
brought this parcel just now to me, asking 
where you resided ; and so, as you were in the 
house, I thought I might as well bring it to 
you." 
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^ Thank jrou^ Mr. Flatman^ thank you; X 
daD*t iroh lords^ lacquies to find their way to 
my hoiue— 4he Tery sight of a livery is odious 
to me ; it is a badge of slavery." 

^* Why no, Sir, surely not ; I can assure you 
that these livery fdlows don't have much slavery 
m their places. I remember that when I was 
butler to old Sir Thomas Evergreen up at the 
ball, there were four fellows in livery there, who 
didn't do work enough to pay for the lace that 
was round their hats.'' 

The philosopher smiled, but replied not ; for 
he knew that his host would have the last word, 
inasmuch as he considered the last word in an 
argument the best. As soon as the landlord 
retired, and our politician was left once more to 
himself, he began, with a host of conjectures, to 
<^n his parcel.— 'What could it be ? Surely 
Lord Slender had not been made use of to con-> 
vey any communications from the Constitutional 
Society ; though it had been whispered that hia 
lordship^s whiggism had been the meaila of 
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bringing him into aoquaintafnce with loine of 
that soeietj. Doubts were aoon at an end^ Urn 
parcel was opened, and there appeared a book 
and a letter. The superscription of the letter 
was legible enough, it was in the welLknown 
hand writing of Geoffiy Turnstile, who had been 
for many years the intimate friend and conu 
panion of Mr. North-^but the address of the 
letter was not as it had been \a former commu- 
nications—" Citizen Nortli," but " S. B. Norths 
Esq." This was rather perplexing; and much 
more perplexing was the title of the book: 
viz. " Reflections on the Revolution in France 
&c., by Edmund Burke.'^ That such a book 
as this should be sent by such a man as Geoffiry 
Turnstile, was, of all astonishing events, the most 
astonishing. But the letter, when opened, ex-i 
plained the whole mystery. It was as follows : 

** My dear Noath, 
^ i^'^¥o0-:.wiU9 perhaps, be a little surprised at 

iibe enclosed volume from me« 
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YcfU' may recollect how merry we made (nit^ 
selres on the Bubject x)i it the last time weme^' 
though neither of us had read it. Soon after 
you left me, and I was meditating on the pn>« 
posal which you had made of giving a few lecu 
tures on constitutional subjects, I thought that' 
if we should read over attentively this vaunted 
treatise, we might be better able to explode 
its fallacies. Wi];h this view, I went imme- 
diately to Dodsley's to buy a copy, and whom 
should I see in the shop but our old schoolfel- 
low, Slender ? I was ashamed to ask for the 
book in his hearing ; for, though he pretends to 
whig politics, he has very different notions of 
the Freiich revolution and parliamentary reform, 
from those that we have always professed ; and 
he has been all along a complete disciple of 
Burke. I pretended, therefore, not to observe 
him, and amused myself with some pamphlets 
which were lying on the counter. He soon re- 
cognised me, however, and addressed himself to 
me very familiarly, and in the course of con- 
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versatioQ brought up the subject of Burke'^s iw 
flections, and concluded by asking me, as a per- 
soEtal favour, to read the book. I took a copy 
home with me, and soon after leoeived an invi- 
tation to dine at Slender^s house in town, wheoe 
I ipoiet Burke. I was, of course, in expectation 
of'Some splendid table-talk after dinner, but was 
sadly disappointed, for the <»nversation was 
most languidly dragged on by common-place 
assertions, which no mortal could answer by any 

* 

other than monosyllables of assent and dissent. 
At length, by way of exciting this genius, I 
ventured to mention Paine*s Bights of Man. 
Mr. Burke v^ coolly said, * that he had read 
it, and that be thought it a very weak and trashy 
production.' I added, ^ that it appeared some- 
what plausible in its arguments, and calculated 
to make on some minds a very powerful im- 
pression.^ * NOf Sir,' said Burke ; * it may 
make an impression on some persons, but not 
any that have minds ; it is plausible only to 
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ikose who cannot fed, and will not tliink — ^it 
pretends to be founded on general principle8» 
but only appeals to partial and temporary pre* 
judices-^its title may be remembered, but its 
ailments will be forgotten."* Of course, I did 
not affect to lead sudi a man into a controversy ; 
and if I had designed it, I should have b^en 
disappointed, for the honourable gentleman sooq 
left us to wait upon his grace of Portland. Soon 
alter his departure, I ventured to hint to my 
noble host that I was rather disappointed in tha 
great man's table-talk. ^ Yes,^ said Slend^r^ 
^ just at this crisis he is not much at privafia 
tables, for his thoughts are all for the public* 
You never heard him in the house ; there it is 
that he shines, though he is now and then 
mther incomprehensible, and a little above the 
eountry gentlemen in his metaphysics. By the 
way. Turnstile, I know you are fond of meta« 
physics and pcditics; now, if your politics were 
not qidte so Frenchified and repi^blican, I thi^nk 



you might make a very toierable figure in tlie 
House; what say you to the attempt? I doQ*l 
ij^a^ne you will find much difficulty in coming 
m for Truckleborough. I know,^ continued fae^ 
^ that it may not quite comport with your no* 
lions 6f parBamentarjr reform^ but you must 
give ap that crotchet.^ In short, my dear feUow^ 
this Lord Slendtf has absolutely ofiered, out cf 
pure regard to an old acquaintance, with a little 
eompliment to a certain person^s talents and in- 
ic^ty, to help me to a seat in a certain house, 
as representative of a certain borough, where mj 
good friend, Citizen North, condescends to take 
up his residence ; and, in due tune, the return- 
ing officer of the ssdd borough will declare the 
Honourable Mr. Slender and Geofiry Turn- 
stile, Esq. as being duly elected, &c« Seriously 
^I have tead this vaunted book, and there cer-* 
^teunly i^ tomething in it It is clearly a book 
iiiiat gentlenien-^for men of elevated feeUiig; 
K do^ not stoop to attract the rabble by flatter- 
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ing their passions, or encouraging that sprit 
which would destroy every thing venejrable" in 
the constitution ; nor is it altogether so complete 
an abandonment of the principles of liberty as 
some persons have represented. I am free to 
acknowledge it has shaken some of my notions ; 
or, more properly speaking, rectified and sobered 
them : for you know I never went to those ex- 
cesses in my notions of liberty, which you have 
done. 1 have some hopes the perusal of the 
volume may have some good effect on you ; for 
if you will but think a little calmly, rather of 
what man really is, than what you, in your fever- 
idk imagination, think he ought to be, you wiU 
then be able to serve your country more effec- 
tually. But, enough for the present. I hope 
soon to see you at Truckleborough, for I shall 
pay a visit to the worthy and independent electors 
in a very few days. In the meanwhile, read the 
inclosed, and follow my example* in cutting all 
connection with the Constitutional Society — ^you 
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viU save your credit^ and, perhaps, your neck, 
and will be more useful to the world. Farew^ 
for the present 

" Yours, most faithfully, 

"GEorFEY Turnstile.^ 

, This said GeoflRry Turnstile was the very 
man to whom Citizen North was looking up, as 
his steady and sure-principled friend : he liad 
been the means of introducing the philosopher to 
an acquaintance with some of the choicest spirits 
of the day, and had absolutely effected an inti- 
macy, for a time,between Stephen BardolphNorth 
and Thomas Paine. This Turnstile had been, 
as it were, Mr. North's London agent for 
sedition and jacobinism, the prompter of his 
wildest thoughts, and the abettor of his maddest 
ich^iaes. Miserable was the disappointment, 
therefore, with which he perused this letter, and 
Afffk was the scowl of contempt, which he thi^w 
on the book, by which his best friend's best prin- 
dples had become perverted. Twice, yea thrice, 
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£dlie read the letter over^ to be sure tliat his sekMs 
Imdnotdeceivedhim. Again and agamdid he loc^ 
at that most hated volume, till the book seenfed, to 
his heated imagination, almost instinct with life, 
and till he could fancy the author^s spirit sensibly 
present to hear his contemptuous reproaches. 
Mn North was too much of a philosopher to be 
in a very great passion : but he was at the same 
time, too much of a man, not to feel most keenly 
disappointed at the defection of one of his surest 
allies. Thus situated, his first impulse was to 
throw the odious book into the fire, and he 
obeyed the impulse : and his next was to put his 
friend'^s letter into the same road to oblivion ; bu|; 
the flames which ascended from Burke^s reflecr 
tions, consumed the anger of the philosopher, and 
he put the letter in his pocket, and walked 
home ; wondering all the way at the baseness, 
and meanness, and littleness, and blindness, and 
infatuation of all men who could, either directly 
or indirectly, flatter or countenance nobles ; and 
astonished that Geofiry Turnstile, of all men in 
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the wcnrld, after what he had thought, $^d, and 
imtten im the ^object of rotten boroughs, . and 
psa-liainentary reform — ^tbat he should, at this 
crisis, when ev^ spark of patriotism was so 
important to keep alite the flame of liberty — that 
he should stoop to oreep into parliament through 
the dirty postern of a rotten borough ! What a 
fever of inward eloquence was burning in the 
bosom of Stephen Bardolph North, as he moved 
slowly towards his own dwelling ! But the fever 

a little abated at the sight of home. He saw 

« 

his affectionate and guileless daughter waiting 
at the door to receive him, for he had exceeded 
his usual time of absence ; it was a cool even- 
ing, and he was not of a very robust consti- 
tution, and his only child was anxious for an 
only parent ; and she looked very glad to see 
him return, and he was delighted that she had 
been impatient for his coming home. 

It is hardly worth while to describe a cottage, 
especiaDy an ivy cottage : such objects may be 
seen every day. It is enough that this was like 
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many others, but it had no fanciful decorations, 
no sentimentalities either within or without. 
There was no grotto in the garden ; it had not a 
gothic door, or a Chinese roof;, the windows were 
not of painted or stuned glass. It was merely 
a neat, clean, small, commodious habitation, well 
furnished with all that usually belongs to such 
abodes, with the addition of a somewhat larger 
library than is often seen in such retreats. The 
library was the room that was most usually 
occupied^ and to that did the citizen betake 
himself, leaning on his daugh term's arm, and 
sweetly rebuking her for standing at the open 
door so late in the evening, when the wind was 
8o cold and chill. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Tour eourteales oyerwhelm me. 

New fTap to jMjf Old Debit. 



About three days after this fatal and mournful 

« 

discovery cxf the apostacy of Greofiry Turnstile, 
our hero, the philosopher, was sitting in his 
library, and amusing himself with arranging a 
ayllabus of lectures on political philosophy, 
when his daughter hastily entering the apart- 
ment, told him that visitors were approaching. 
The interruption was bad enough of itself, but 
its bitterness was increased tenfold, when, on 
looking out at the garden door, he perceived 
that these visitors were no other than Lord 
Slender, his son, the Honorable Charles Slen* 
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der, and Mr. Geoffry Turnstile : the two last 
named gentlemen, being candidates for the 
honor of representing in parliament the ancient 
and venerable town of Truckleborough. As 
the party approached nearer to the cottage, the 
irritated citizen could discern that they all 
seemed to wear election faces, smoothed over 
with a most graceful and courteous smile of af- 
fability. Now, herein Mr. North did not sym- 
pathize with them. He made up his mind to 
recdve them with all the sternness of a citisen, 
who scorns to barter hberty for noble smiles ; 
but, on second thoughts, he resolved, just as thqr 
approached the door, to receive them with com- 
mon-place politeness. He bowed, they bowed, 
he was glad to see them, and they were glad to 
>oe him, and they did themselves the honor, as 
they said, to call, and he was proud of the ho- 
tor, and so they bowed and smiled, and bowed 

andttuiled again. 

%bhA Sloider began a kind of apology for 
^buffing Oft Mr* North's solitude, which he 
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seemed so unwilling to quit, and said something 
about violating the rules ci etiquette in makinj^ 
die first call. Mr. North made a very courteous 
reply, and expressed a sense of the honor 
which his lordship had conferred upon his hum- 
ble abode ; but while he was thus speaking, he 
could not help thinking that he was rather be- 
traying his principles, and sacrificing honesty on 
the shrine of politeness. Mr. Turnstile had, com- 
paratively, but little of his friend's attention, for 
iH the presence of a third person, such a person 
too as his lordship, it would have been too bad 
to have commenced an expostulation or reproof 
for tergiversation ; and any other kind of con- 
verse did not now exactly suit the philosopher's 
feelings. 

It was very fortunate for the party that the 
room into which they had be^ introduced hap- 
p^ied to be the library, for thus a topic of dis- 
course was eaioly started by the means of books; 
but for their aid, the interview would have re- 
sembkd a sil^it meeting of quaken. 

c S 
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. " You have an extensive library, Mr. North,' •. 
gaid his lordship. ^^ Books are very good coni« 
panions, very good resources in bad weather ; for 
my^ part, I can't say I am very partial to reading 
when out of door amusements are to be had--^ 
You shoot I suppose — shall be very happy to give 
you a day^s sport during the season.^ 

Now it came to pass, that Mr. North had 
never pulled the trigger of a loaded gun in all bis 
life, and he was also of opinion, that it was rather 
an act of cruelty to shed blood in sport; above 
all, he abhorred tlie game laws ; and then to hear 
an offer made him from a borough-monger of a 
day's sport — one day's sport during the season, 
such niggard Uberality, such aristocratic ccmde* 
scenteion ; he, therefore, did not make the most 
courteous, or the most ready reply to this prof- 
fered kindness, but very deliberately said — 

" I thank you, my lord, for your offer, but 
I prefer the bloodless sports of my Ubrary." 

'* Very good, very good,'' said his lordship ; 
^ but you ipay have a day's shooting wit]HM|U( 
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l^hedding much blood. Here's your friend, Mr^ 
Turnstile, has been amusing himself this moni* 
ing with wasting my powder, and frightening 
)By birds, and he thinks that one brace of birds 
might yield sport a dozen times over, as the 
<istag that^s turned out for the cockneys on Easter 
Monday.*^ 

Of all things in the world, Citizen North* did 

not like banter : he was himself a pattern and 

very paragon of gravity. He could not see the 

use of a joke, and was grievously nettled if be 

bad any suspicion that he was made an obgedt of 

^ridicule. He set down Lord Slender as a 

▼ery weak and foolish man, and he was deter* 

mined that he would have no friendly intercourse 

•with him. . • . 

-' "By the way, Mr. North,*" continued his 

lordship, « what think you of the design of 

your friend offering himself as a candidate for 

this borough ? He has good whig principles, 

though he does not carry them quite so far as 

he formerly did" 
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c< 



Mr. Turnstile certainly has a right to 
propose himself to the electors of Truckle- 
borough, and if he gains their unbiassed suf- 
fragies he will be fairly entitled to a seat in the 
house.** 

** Well, well, Mr. North, I understand what 
you allude to by unbiassed suffrages. I know 
your opinions on the subject of parliamentary 
reform — ^but depend upon it you can never hope 
to see such a change in the representation .as 
some of you gentlemen talk about ; those who 
are deeper in the secrets of state than the 
politicians out of doors, know it all to be a 
complete farce. One of the most violent and 
eloquent advocates for the measure, I need not 
mention names, said to me, after he had be^i 
speaking two hours in the house in favour of a 
speedy and thorough reform, ' I wonder that 
the people don*t see through the hoUowness <^ 
such a speech as I have just delivered; but we 
shall have all the papers to-morrow full of the 
subject, and some fools will be ready to lay bets 
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cm the success of the measure.^ These ivere his 
very words." 

^^ I am sorry, my lord^ to hear you express 
such an opinion : I do hope that there is not 
quite so much insincerity in all the advocates 
for popular measures, as in the gentlemiin to 
whom you have just alluded. I am ready to 
acknowledge that there does not seem any great 
disposition on the part of parliament itself to 
reform and purify the mode of election ; but 
when the necessity of the measure is felt, end 
when the voice of an unanimous and enlightened 
peofde shall demand refdrm, it must be granted ."" 

^< Certainly, certainly, Mr. North ; but, in the 
mean time, we must make the best of things as 
they are.'l 

Fhilosc^faer North did not like time«servii^ 
principles and conduct ; and had he not been 
fearful of expresdng that dislike too ^tirongly 
for courtiers, he might have replied to the last 
obsearvadon : but he was wisely silent. Then 
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turning to Mr. Turnstile, who was occupied iQ 
reading the backs of the books, he sai<^, 

^* You see, Mr. Turnstile, I have not made 
any addition to my library since your last visit.^ 

" I see,'' replied the candidate, " none but 
the old stock ; but there have been several 
popular, and some valuable works published since 
your library was formed. I almost wonder that 
a- man of your taste should have neglected 
them.'' 

** As to works of taste," said the philosopher, 
^< I have as many as I can read ; and as to politics 
— my mind is so made up, that I am not desirous 
of confusing the distinctness or endangering the 
vividness of my ideas on that subject. I do 
not need books to convince me that tyranny 
is unjust ; and I will not read books that at- 
tempt to palliate oppression." 

There was a degree of asperity in the tone with 
which this last speech was uttered. It was not 
pleasant to the hearer, nor altogether satisfactory 
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to the spfeaker-^for the zealous citizen had the 
feelings of human nature about him, and he did 
not feel quite at ease in any thing like cool 
behaviour to an old friend and intimate. Some 
degree of embarrassment and awkwardness would 
have invaded the little group in the cottage 
library, had it not been for the timely interrup- 
tion given by the Hon. Mr. Slender, who ventured 
to express a wish that Mr. North's political 
opinions might not deprive the party of the 
pleasure of his company to dinner next day 
at the Hall. 

There was something in the tone of the young 
man*s voice that mightily pleased the citizen : 
there was an indication of a free and noble 
spirit; there was a kind of courtesy that did not 
bear the character of artifice and form. For, 
notwithstanding Mr. North's own hardness of 
manner, and stem republicanism of expression, 
there were movements and feelings in his mind 
ii^hich could meet and sympathize with natural 
courtesy of manner. By the influence of thift 

c 3 
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iotemiption, his reserve was in some measure 
banished ; his countenance assumed a brighter 
aqiect, and he absolutely forgot, for a moment, 
that Turnstile was a renegado,that Lord Slender 
was aborough-monger,and that the young gentle-' 
man was a sdon of nobility, and heir to a title. 
After a little more common-place talk, the visitors 
retired, and when they were gone, Mr. North 
found himself engagred to dine next day at 
Truckleborough Hall. 
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CHAPTER III. 



He nermr thought aa honor dooo him, 
Beeaiue a peer was proad to own him. 

Swift. 



Ceitics may say what they please agamst an 
author's narrating soliloquies, which, of course, 
could never have been beard, or describing the 
emotions of mind which have passed in solitude 
and silence ; but, surely it is very hard if an 
author is not permitted to do as he will with 
beings of his own creation ; and it is very strange 
if the inventor of the whole being be not ac- 
quainted with all its component parts. There- 
fore, we mil, without any fear of criticism before 
our eyes, take the liberty of lay^g before our 
readers, the tlMMughts that passed in -the mind of 
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Philosopher North after his visitors had 'dirfk 
him. 

His feelings on their departure were not 
more agreeable than they had been at th«r 
meeting. He found himself now pledged to a 
social and festive interview with men whose 
principles he abhorred, and upon an occasion 
most of all ' repugnant to his ideas of political 
propriety. He expected also to meet some of 
the heads of the corporation of Truckleborougb, 
most probably the mayor and aldermen, and the 
town-clerk ; not that the last-named was a voter, 
but he was usually a partaker in all the enter- 
tainments of the former, and they were, in fact, 
nothing without him ; and then there was the 
rector of the parish. Dr. Mufflechops — and, per- 
haps, his curate, Mr. Slapp; and then there 
was to be expected a toast or two after dinner, 
which would be too much for the philosopher 
to swallow; and he did not much approve of 
drinking toasts — and he thought that English- 
men ought not to be too free in the consumption 
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16^ an article so highly taxed as foreign wine* 
Then, again, there would be such conversation 
-as he could not join in or even tolerate : and his 
own sentiments must not be uttered or even 
•bseathed. It was wearying to his spirit to dwell 
on these thoughts, and he began to feel a kind 
of conscientious repugnance to the engagement 
he had made. His old friend and acquaintance 
Turnstile also came into his thoughts; and 
though he had, during similarity in their senti- 
ments, tolerated the apparent levity of his man- 
ners, and his tendency to that species of wit, 
called quizzing, yet now he felt assured that 
such levity would be most offensive and dis- 
gusting. In such thoughts he had passed an 
hour or two when he was again interrupted by 
the arrival of visitors, or more properly speaking, 
by the return of one of his late visitors, and 
the arrival of another — Louisa Slender accom- 
' panied by her brother the Honorable Charles 
Slender. 
• With all the frankness of long acquaintance. 



Iiupiiii^ philo a nph er — 

^ Mr. Northt Ton nMBS give ineieive io 
duoe my sister Tjoofeai io yoor dBa^taet^'^ 

^ The lady does EST dKBghter jn banair,^ ie> 
plied Mr. North; but the poor man did not sy 
what he thought, nor think what he said. 

Miss North soon made her appearance; and 
that the reader may knour what that a pp e al a n c e 
was, we will eodeaTour to describe it. In 
stature, the fair maid did not surpass abonne one- 
third of the aex, that is to say, she was not talL 
In form, not one-thirtieth of her sex could equal 
her, that is to say, she was Tmy well fbnned. 
Her countenance was expressive of thoughtful- 
ness, cheerfulness, and content; it had that 
expresnon which looks like acUve resignatioD, 
and it seemed as if the cares of womanhood had 
encroached on the lightness of ^rlish vivacity. 
She had been much alone; her employment 
was reading; and her books had been selected 
fiom a libnry, in the formation of mlmk^^m 



TBircnXSOAOUfiB BAXX. flB 



was more trace cf the philoiopher than the ma 
of taste ; light reading she had never known. 
Of the world she knew comparatively fittle. 
She could not believe all that she had read, and 
yet she scarcely knew why she disbelieved it. 
She had been accustomed to pity the oppressed, 
but she ahnost doubted that man could possibly 
be so cruel to his fellows. She had been habi- 
tuated to her father^s wayward humours, and 
had caught some tinge of his melancholy, 
wh^^by her native vivacity was abated, not 
destroyed: and by this state of mind there was 
an interesting expression given to a rather beau- 
tiful set of features. Such was the general cast 
of her manner and expression, that she seemed 
to demand respect, without any assumption of 
dignity to excite interest, and without any ob- 
vious expression of deep feeling. Levity was 
repelled by her without haughtiness, harshness 
or coldness of manner. 
Louisa Slender was a personage altogether 
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turning to Mr. Turnstile, who was occupied in 
reading the backs of the books, he said, 

" You see, Mr. Turnstile, I have not made 
any addition to my library since your last visit.'' 

** I see,'' replied the candidate, " none but 
the old stock ; but there have been several 
popular, and some valuable works published since 
your library was formed. I almost wonder that 
a man of your taste should have neglected 
them," 

" As to works of taste," said the philosopher^ 
^* I have as many as I can read ; and as to politics 
— my mind is so made up, that I am not desirous 
of confusing the distinctness or endangering the 
vividness of my ideas on that subject. I do 
not need books to convince me that tyranny 
is unjust ; and I will not read books that at- 
tempt to palliate oppression." 

There was a degree of asperity in the tone with 
which this last speech was uttered. It was not 
pleasant to the hearer, nor altogether satisfactoiy 
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to the speaker— for the zealous citizen had the 
feelings of human nature about him, and he did 
libt feel quite at ease in any thing like cool 
behaviour to an old friend and intimate. Some 
degree of embarrassment and awkwardness would 
have invaded the little group in the cottage 
library, had it not been for the timely interrup- 
tion given by the Hon. Mr. Slender, who ventured 
to express a wish that Mr. North*s political 
opinions might not deprive the party of the 
pleasure of his company to dinner next day 
at the Hall. 

There was something in the tone of the young 
man's voice that mightily pleased the citizen: 
there was an indication of a free and noble 
spirit; there was a kind of courtesy that did not 
bear the character of artifice and form. For, 
notwithstanding Mr. North's own hardness of 
manner, and stem republicanism of expression, 
there were movements and feelings in his mind 
which could meet and sympathize with natural 
courtesy of manner. By the influence of thia 

c 3 
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iotemiption, his reserve was in some measure 
banished ; his countenance assumed a brighter 
aqpi^ct, and he absolutely forgot, for a moment, 
that Turnstile was a renegadosthat Lord Slender 
was aborough-monger,and that theyoung gentle- 
man was a scion of nobility, and heir to a title. 
After a little more common-place talk, the visitors 
retired, and when they were gone, Mr. North 
found himself engagred to dine next day at 
Truckleborough Hall. 
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CHAPTER III. 



He never thought an honor done hUn, 
Because a peer was proud to own him. 

Swift. 



Ceitics may eay what they please against an 
author's narrating soliloquies, which, of course, 
could never have been beard, or describing the 
aoiotions of mind which have passed in solitude 
and silence ; but, surely it is very hard if an 
author is not permitted to do as he will with 
beings ot his own creation ; and it is very strange 
if the inventor of the whole being be not ac- 
quainted with all its component parts. There- 
fore, we will, without any fear of criticism before 
our eyes, take the liberty of layipg before our 
readers, the thoughts tfaal '^e mind of 
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. ** You have an extensive library, Mr. Nortl^' -. 
said his lordship. ^^ Books are very good com- 
panions, very good resources in bad weather ; far 
my part, I can't say I am very partial to reading 
when out of door amusements are to be had— ^ 
You shoot I suppose — shall be very happy to give 
you a day's sport during the season.'* 

Now it came to pass, that Mr. North had 
never pulled the trigger of a loaded gun in all his 
life, and he was also of opinion, that it was rather 
an act of cruelty to shed blood in sport; above 
all, he abhorred the game laws ; and then to hear 
an o£Per made him from a borough-monger of a 
day's sport — one day's sport during the season, 
such niggard liberality, such aristocratic ccmde^ 
sceit^ion ; he, therefore, did not make the most 
courteous, or the most ready reply to this prof- 
fered kindness, but very deliberately said — 

** I thank you, my lord, for your offer, but 
I prefer the bloodless sports of my library.'" 

<c Very good, very good,** said his lordship; 
^ but you ipay have a day's shooting witb^ 
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l^hedding much blood. Here's your friend, Mr^ 
Turnstile, has been amusing himself this morn- 
ing with wasting my powder, and frightening 
my birds, and he thinks that one brace of birds 
might jdeld sport a dozen times over, as the 
%tag that^s turned out for the cockneys on Easter 
Monday."" 

- Of all things in the world, Citizen North* did 
'not like banter : he was himself a pattern and 
-very paragon of gravity. He could not see the 
use of a joke, and was grievously nettled if he 
had any suspicion that he was made an object of 

'ridicule. He set down Lord Slender as a 
▼ery weak and foolish man, and he was deter- 
mined that he would have no friendly intercourse 

•with him. . • . 

- "By the way, Mr. North,'' continued his 
lordship, " what think you of the design of 
your friend o£Pering himself as a candidate for 
this borough ? He has good whig principles, 
though he does not carry them quite so far as 
he formerly did*" 
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form, which is its abstract and indefeasibk 
right*' 

Mr. North did not seem disposed to extend 
the discussion) he felt that Louisa was inclined 
ratha* to banter than to reason, and he took 
it for granted that her prejudices must be 
esB^tially aristocratical. 

** At all events, however,** continued the 
young lady, ^^ I hope I may have the pleasure 
of Miss North's company to-morrow — and I do 
most faithfully promise you, that I will not 
teach her any principles at all hostile to filial 
obedience.'" 

^^ My daughter,*' said the philosopher, '* has 
been so much accustomed to home, that a day's 
absence will be almost too much for her.** 

*< Nay, nay," replied Louisa ; ** Miss North 
need not imagine herself away from home, but 
only in an unusual apartment with me for a 
companion ; for I shall be in absolute solitudes 
without her, as my father will be taken up with 
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shedding much blood. Here's your friend, Mr^ 
Turnstile, has been amusing himself this monK- 
ing with wasting my powder, and frightening 
my birds, and he thinks that one brace of birds 
might yield sport a dozen times over, as the 
«tag that^s turned out for this cockneys on Easter 
Monday."" 

Of all things in the world. Citizen North* did 
'not like banter : he was himself a pattern and 
very paragon of gravity. He could not see the 
use of a joke, and was grievously nettled if he 
had any suspicion that he was made an object of 
-ridicule. He set down Lord Slender as a 
▼ery weak and foolish man, and he was deter- 
mined that he would have no friendly intercourse 
• with him. . • . . 

"By the way, Mr. North,'' continued his 
lordship, *' what think you of the design of 
your friend offering himself as a candidate for 
this borough ? He has good whig principles, 
though he does not carry them quite so far as 
he formerly did" 
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. ** You have an extensive library, Mr. North,^' 
said his lordship. ^^ Books are very good com- 
panions, very good resources in bad weather ; for 
my^ part, I can't say I am very partial to reading, 
when out of door amusements are to be had — 
You shoot I suppose — shall be very happy to give 
you a day's sport during the season.^ 

Now it came to pass, that Mr. North had 
never pulled the trigger of a loaded gun in all bis 
Ufe, and he was also of opinion, that it was rather 
an act of cruelty to shed blood in sport; above 
all, he abhorred the game laws ; and then to hear 
an o£Per made him from a borough-monger of a 
day's sport — one day's sport during the season, 
such niggard liberality, such aristocratic conde^ 
sceiK^ion ; he, therefore, did not make the most 
courteous, or the most ready reply to this prof- 
fered kindness, but very deliberately said — 

** I thank you, my lord, for your offer, but 
I prefer the bloodless sports of my library.*" 

** Very good, very good,'' said his lordship ; 
^ but you ipay have a day's shooting withw^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Fill high the sparkling bowl, 
Th« rich repast prepare. 



OlULV. 



OuB readers have not yet been introduced to 
Truckleborough Hall, and it is now high time 
that they should be made acquainted with a 
mansion, to which all the upright, independent 
and venerable electors of Truckleborough, were 
in the habit of looking up with profound re- 
spect and pleasing hope. The good men were 
not adepts in the science of abstraction ; they 
could not imagine what meaning there could be 
in any words which did not present to their 
thoughts something tangible and solid ; and, to 
their apprehension, the elective franchise meant 
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irill save your credit^ and, perhaps, your neck, 
amd will be more useful to the world. Farewell 
fivtbe present 

'^ Yours, most faithfully, 

" Geoffrt Tuenstilb.^ 

This said Geoifry Turnstile was the very 
man to whom Citizen North was looking up, as 
his steady and sure-principled friend : he liad 
been the means of introducing the philosopher to 
an acquaintance with some of the choicest spirits 
of the day, and had absolutely effected an inti- 
macy,foratime,between Stephen BardolphNorth 
and Thomas Paine. This Turnstile had been, 
as it were, Mr. North'^s London agent fior 
sedition and jacobinism, the prompter of his 
wildest thoughts, and the abettor of his maddest 
idiemes. Miserable was the disappointment, 
therefore, with which he perused this letter, and 
dark was the scowl of contempt, which he threw 
OQ the book, by which his best friend^s best prin- 
^les had become perverted. Twice, yea thrice. 
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vacant seat, with the person of the conformable 
and elastic-minded Mr. Geoffry Turnstile. 

Truckleborough Hall, now become the seat 
of Lord Slender, was a large, plain-looking, 
four-fronted building, that had been erected on 
the scite of the old mansion, in the reign of 
George II. We know nothing about the his- 
tory of the old mansion, and we take it for 
granted, that our readers care as little as we 
know. The modem building was of mere brick 
and mortar, having long narrow windows, a 
straight ascent of steps to the principal entrance, 
and was altogether a most decidedly unpic- 
turesque object, flat, square, high and dingy. 
Lord Slender had some idea of covering the 
whole with stucco, in imitation of stone, and 
making a few additions of an ornamental nature, 
to render the mansion, as to its outward aspect, 
a more suitable residence for a nobleman. 
Within was the usual allowance of accommoda- 
tions ; and whatever the amateurs of the fine 

D 2 
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the run of the pantry and cellar at the hall, or 
a post under government, or a contract, or a 
living for a son, or brother, or constant employ- 
ment, and liberal payment in the way of busi- 
ness ; and all these ideas were connected with 
the hall, whoever might be its inhabitant; 
for it had changed owners, more than once, 
during the memory of the then Hving burgesses. 
The late possessor had spent but little of his 
time there, for he found himself so continually 
annoyed, by the invasions of the worthy and in- 
dependent electors, that he could scarcely call 
his time, or his house his own ; but he could 
not remove himself out of the reach of the post- 
office, and so, having no very particular interest to 
serve by borough patronage, he was not sorry 
to sell the concern to Lord Slender, who had 
two sons, whom he wished to place in parlia- 
ment. The youngest of them not being quite 
of age at the time of which we are writing, his 
lordship took the opportunity of filling the 
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vacant seat, with the person of the conformable 
and elastic-minded Mr. Geoffry Turnstile. 

Truckleborough Hall, now become the seat 
of Lord Slender, was a large, plain-looking, 
four-fronted building, that had been erected on 
the scite of the old mansion, in the reign of 
George II. We know nothing about the his- 
tory of the old mansion, and we take it for 
granted, that our readers care as little as we 
know. The modem building was of mere brick 
and mortar, having long narrow windows, a 
straight ascent of steps to the principal entrance, 
and was altogether a most decidedly un pic- 
turesque object, flat, square, high and dingy. 
Lord Slender had some idea of covering the 
whole with stucco, in imitation of stone, and 
making a few additions of an ornamental nature, 
to render the mansion, as to its outward aspect, 
a more suitable residence for a nobleman. 
Within was the usual allowance of accommoda- 
tions ; and whatever the amateurs of the fine 
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arts, at Truckleborough, might think of the 
external aspect of the mansion, the worthy and 
independent electors found that within it was 
elegant and commodious enough. 

To this mansion, the mayor, and aldermen, 
and town-clerk of Truckleborough were in- 
vited, to honour his lordship with their company 
at dinner. But long before the hour appointed 
for the entertainment of the worthy and inde- 
pendent (we need not say electors, for every 
body knows that in a borough town, the words, 
worthy and independent, can only apply to 
electors) long before dinner time, did Miss 
North hasten to fulfil her engagement with her 
new friend, Louisa Slender. 

When Miss North arrived at the hall, she 
was immediately conducted to Louisa^s apart^ 
ment. Her friend received her with the utmost 
cordiality, and thanked her most heartily for 
the punctuality with which she had kept her 
engagement. 
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'• Now, my dear Miss North,'' exclaimed 
Louisa, ^^ this is very good of you to come to 
my relief this unfortunate day." 

" Unfortunate day!'' replied Miss North, 

why unfortunate ?'* 
Oh— merely from the annoyance of a large 
udsy party of these stupid electors. You have 
not the slightest idea of the wearisomeness of 
dections, to those persons who are most in- 
t^ested, and who, in spite of their feelings, 
must be all civility, and courtesy, and affabi- 
lity. My poor father will be sadly distressed to- 
day ; he must talk to all these people, and what 
is worse, must hear them talk too, and that 
most patiently and perseveringly, and he must 
appear to be interested in what he only half 
hears, and does not half understand." 

" Really, my friend, I think you make too 
much of these petty troubles. I cannot see any 
great annoyance in a party of such respectable 
men, as I suppose the corporation to be ; and 
then, even if they should be in one or two in- 
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stances vulgar or noisy men, they will be on 
their best behaviour to-day.'' 

" Are you acquainted with them at all your- 
self, or were you ever in any election party, my 
dear friend ?" 

** Oh, dear no— I never was in company with 
any of the corporation ; and as for elections, I 
only hear of them." 

" Then you have a pleasure yet to come- 
But does not your father vi^t with any of the 
corporation ? Is not he intimate with the clergy* 
men, too ?" 

*' No — he has not the slightest intimacy with 
any one of them ; he says that his principles will 
not suffer him to have any intercourse with them.** 

** I rather wonder that his principles will let 
him have any intercourse with us, for we are all 
of the same party as these worthy electors." 

•' I wonder, too ; for I have often heard him 
speak very slightingly of titles, and honours^ 
and rank ; and sometimes he has actually said 
in so many words, that kings, lords, and priests^ 
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ought to be exterminated as the pests of society ; 
but I suppose that his intolerance has yielded a 
little to the circumstance of a slight personal 
acquaintance ^ith Lord Slender ; for I must do 
my father the justice to say of him, that though 
he hates titles, he can feel regard for those who 
bear them, and I will ventiure to say, that were 
it in his own power to execute the schemes of 
which he sometimes talks, the nobility and 
priesthood might wear their heads in as perfect 
safety as they do now. 

" But I think it is a pity that Mr. North 
should suffer his pohtical opinions to betray him 
into such extravagances as I have heard they 
do. It was but a few days before we came down 
to Truck|eborough, that I heard that it was his 
intention to deliver a lecture here in the Town 
Hall, on the principles of society, with a view of 
teaching the worthy natives the doctrines of re- 
publicanism and equality. Mr. Turnstile was 
in the secret, and had at one time assisted him 
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with materials and prompted him to the under- 
taking.^' 

" I believe that such was my father*s inten- 
tion,'^ replied Miss North, ^^ and I am not sure 
that he has relinquished it yet. He does not 
talk much to me on the subject, {or I am rather 
disposed to more moderate principles. I most 
heartily wish that he could be diverted from such 
pursuits; for I am sometimes afraid his violence 
will lead him into trouble.^ 

" To tell you the truth, my dear Miss North, 
I have fears of the same kind, and I can tell 
you, that I have some reason to believe that be 
is already watched by government ; and minis- 
ters would not be very merciful to any that 
should be caught in their toils. These are very 
dangerous times, and I think that mankind in 
general are not very grateful to their politicd 
benefactors. Those who succeed in their schemes 
are regarded with jealousy, and those who isSi 
are treated with contempt/* 
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Miss North heard this last speech with some- 
thing of deep interest, and with a suspicion that 
her father's danger was greater than she had 
imagined. Hitherto she had merely entertained 
a general feeling of anxiety, lest his violent doc- 
trines might by some chance expose him to 
trouble, but now she began to fear that the dan- 
ger was near and imminent. This feeling al- 
tered most obviously her tone and manner ; and 
with most serious eanestness she implored her 
friend to tell her the whole extent of the danger 
to which her dear father was exposed. 

Louisa soon calmed her fears by assuring her 
that there was no serious danger at present, and 
that in all probability, the vi^ance of govern- 
ment would soon relax, as many of the trials for 
sedition had failed, and not a few of them had 
rendered the prosecutors ridiculous. 

But notwithstanding all the consolatory and 
soothing topics urged to abate her fears, there 
still remained something of an uneasy feeling in 
the young lady's mind, and she wished to make 
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assurance doubly sure by persuading her father 
to relinquish his dangerous opinions, or at least 
to be more cautious in expressing and publishing- 
them. She began now to fear, lest there should 
be some calamity arising from political discus*- 
sion in the party at the hall, for she had some 
slight knowledge of the intemperate zeal of Dr^ 
Mufflechops, and was well aware of the opinion 
which her father entertained of that spiritual 
man and his principles. 

While her feelings were in this perturbed and 
agitated state, and Louisa was endeavouring 
with but small success to cheer the dejected 
spirits of her young friend, their conversation 
was interrupted by the entrance of Mr. Charles 
Slender, who apologized for his intrusion, and 
requested permission to be of their party for a 
few minutes previously to the arrival of the 
company. He had scarcely spoken* before he 
perceived by the altered and dejected counte- 
nance of the young stranger, that something had 
occurred to distress her, and with an inconside- 
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rate, though well meant haste, begged to know if 
any iU news had arrived. 

This inquiry increased her perplexity, and so 
added to her embarrassment, that Miss North 
was absolutely unable to make any reply to the 
question. Mr. Slender felt himself grieved that 
he had thus unwittingly and unintentionally dis- 
tressed theyoung lady, and, directing an inquiring 
look to his sister, received from her a full and 
complete explanation of the whole mystery. 
Pleased to learn that the expression of concern 
was merely an anticipation of only a possible 
calamity, he united his endeavours with those of 
Louisa, and at last they succeeded in restoring 
the mind of the patriot's daughter to something 
like its wonted composure. 

Miss North now began to feel her mind more 
than composed, and was even pleased at the kind 
interest which strangers of rank seemed to take 
in her happiness. She had seen little, very little 
of human society; she had hitherto known neither 
trouble, nor s^jrmpathy ; and she began to think 
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that the brother and sister now before her, were 
the most amiable beings in the world. And 
with this feeling, she entered with vivacity into 
miscellaneous small-talk, and they in turn were 
delighted at the simple native gracefulness of 
mind which shewed itself in her expressions and 
sentiments. 

The company began to arrive, and Mr. 
.Charles was under the necessity of leaving his 
sister and her friend to their own conversation, 
and we will leave them too, that we may pay 
our due respects to ** the worthy and independ- 
ent'^ — now hastening, with becoming zeal and 
punctuality, to pay their devoirs to the new 
possessor of Truckleborough Hall. Let not our 
readers suspect for a moment that the entertain- 
ment now to be given was a mere treat or feast 
for the electors ; it was not confined to them, nor 
extended to them all ; for many a humble shop- 
keeper had the honour to belong to the common 
council, and to receive a cordial shake of the 
hand from a lord, and two M.F.'s, about once in 
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seven years or so ; and the said humble shop- 
keeper had also another privilege, viz. — to take 
any friend or friends up to the Hall, to look 
at the pictures, and taste the contents of the 
pantry and the luxuries of the housekeeper's 
room ; but to dine at my lord's own table, to 
sip my lord's own claret in my lord's own com- 
pany, to hear my lord's own wit first hand, and 
to laugh and chuckle at it in my lord's own 
presence, — this was too much for a member 
of the common council — this was a privilege re- 
served only for the mayor and aldermen, and 
the rector, and curate, and the town-clerk, who 
was a most excellent lawyer, and a most loyal 
man. 

It would be some convenience, and also some 
inconvenience if a writer could, while writing, 
have his readers at his elbow. Of the incon- 
veniences, one is, that he might have a few hints 
not flattering to his vanity ; and of the con- 
veniences, one is, that he could ask the ladies 
and gentlemen if they particularly desired to 
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have this or that information. Now, in this 
latter case, we should be inclined to ask our 
readers if it would be any real pleasure to them 
to be introduced expressly and individually to 
the mayor, aldermen, &c. of the ancient and 
venerable town of Truckleborough ; and if they 
would desire to have a full, true, and particular 
account of divers persons, who, whatever figure 
they may cut elsewhere, are not to make any 
after appearance in this history. In all proba- 
bility the readers, one and all, would decline 
giving the author the trouble of describing, or 
even nammg the said gentry ; or, perhaps, such 
would be their confidence in the author^s judg- 
ment, that they would leave it altogether to his 
decision. Taking for granted, therefore, that 
we may use our own discretion on this, as on 
every other topic, and trusting that our readers 
will give us credit for judgment in what we sup- 
press, we shall merely point out to their par- 
ticular notice one or two individuals, whose ser- 
vices in our history we may hereafter require. 
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First, then, in point of time came the portly 
Doctor Mufflechops, a man of stately and reve- 
rend look, grave even to a fault before dinner, 
and sometimes gay even to a fault after dinner ; 
fond of royalty and nobility, devoted to the in- 
terests of the church, shocked at its impugners, 
and resolved to stand by it as long as it would 
stand by him. Joining him at the very thres- 
hold came the Rev. Mr. Slapp, his curate ; not 
a thin, meagre, shadowy form, such as curates 
are too often painted, and such as might form a 
very pretty contrast with a corpulent rector, 
but a man of some substance, tall, stout, and 
well made, of gentlemanly manners and right 
comely aspect, quite as good a churchman as 
his lector, but not so often in a passion about 
the subject. The two reverend guests had not 
long discussed the weather to the edification of 
my lord, when they were joined by the rest of 
the company ; and greatly were they relieved 
when the little talkative town-clerk rescued them 
from the painful necessity of trying to find 
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fBOsnething to say before dinner. For my Lord 
Slender was at this crisis one of the most prou 
voking men in the world ; he would receive a 
guest with the most exquisite cordiality of 
manner, with a most fascinating politeness, and 
an almost garrulity of common-place ; but after 
having said his say he was mute, except to de- 
cided interrogatories. It was a great relief then 
when Mr. Obadiah Smith, the town-clerk of 
Truckleborough, made his appearance. 

Oby Smith, as he was familiarly called, was 
one of that description of persons of whom their 
friends are obliged to say occasionally, that they 
are no fools. He was mighty fluent, no subject 
came amiss to him, he was very good hu- 
moured, and knew so well the value of a good 
joke, that he never suffered one to pass his lips 
unhonoured with a laugh ; and, as he was very 
witty, he was almost always on the titter. But 
he was a shrewd man withal, and a knowing one 
in his profession ; not select in his practice, nor 
always successful in the causes which he under- 
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took. Always on very good terms with himself^ 
he could not but think his company very ac* 
ceiptable ; and had Lord Slender been a haughty 
man. and desirous of keeping the untitled at a 
distance, there would have been abundant occa- 
sion for repulsive frowns and cool monosyllables 
towards Obadiah Smith, town-clerk of Truckle- 
borough. 

The mayor of Truckleborough for the pass- 
iqg year had been formerly in busmess; had 
kept a large grocer'^s and draper^s shop in the 
market place, opposite the King'^s Head ; but 
when his wife, or more properly speaking his 
lady, had persuaded him to retire from business, 
and live Uke a gentleman, and his successor had 
caused to be painted a new front with gilt let- 
ters, having the inscription, ^^ John Clarke, suc- 
cessor to Mr. Doolittle," the worthy and illus- 
trious burgher did prevail on the said John 
Clarke to obliterate the notice of succession, 
and so the words " successor to Mr. Doolittle,'^ 
were put out, and the name of Doolittle, and 
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drapery, and grocery, no longer connected. 
Abraham Doolittle, Esq. was a most active ma- 
gistrate, and, for an unpaid, tolerably well-read 
in Bum^s Justice. Some people have said that 
his eagerness to be always close to the letter of 
the law, did occasionally betray him into ludicrous 
blunders: as, for instance, when a man was 
brought before him for stealing gooseberries, he 
did, with great gravity, examine all his law books 
for the word gooseberry, and finding nothing 
nearer the mark than a report of a conviction 
for stealing a goose, did dismiss the culprit with 
a word of admonition to be more circumspect in 
his conduct for the future, telling him that he 
had had a narrow escape, for if it had been a 
goose that he had stolen, he must have been 
committed to prison, and perhaps transported. 
Very likely this story was a mere invention, 
for people are very spiteful against magis- 
trates, and often speak evil of dignities ; some 
persons dreading, and others envying their 
power. 
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Now^ after Mr. Geoffry Turnstile had made 
a very polite bow, and given a very cordial 
shake of the hand to the above-named gentle^ 
men, and divers others not named, and after the 
Honourable Mr. Slender had done the same, 
and after his lordship had endeavoured in vain 
to answer divers unanswerable observations made 
or uttered by Mr. Obadiah Smith and others, 
dinner was announced. 

Dinner is a scene best passed over in silence ; 
and there are so many books published now-a- 
days, in which gormandizing is discussed con 
aniorey that any of our readers may supply the 
defect or omission by his own recollection or 
reference : besides, as William Hazlitt says, " I 
hate to fill a book, with what every body knows.^ 

But everybody does not know what passed after 
dinner. Indeed for some time nothing did pass 
but the bottle; that, however, had its effect. 
The zeal of Dr. Mufflechops grew warmer and 
warmtf, and at every additional glass, the in- 
terests of church and state became dearer to 
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bis soul. The town-clerk became more eloquent 
in praise of royalty and nobility ; and Abraham 
Doolittle, Esq. was more and more enamoured 
with existing circumstances, and thought that 
innovation should be resisted with all due energy 
axid promptness. As for Philosopher North, he lis- 
tened, with a degree of patience wonderful eren 
to himself, to the vapid and servile declamations 
of interested and time-serving borough-mongers: 
but, in process of time, the spirit 'of the philo- 
sopher glowed with a warmer feeling of pa- 
triotism, and when the universal stimulant had 
let loose the wanton and saucy tongue of Mr. 
Turnstile, the patriot could no longer hold 
silence. 

" Sir," said Mr. North, ** the opinions which 
you have recently found it convenient to adopt, 
will, if carried to their legitimate consequences, 
make slaves of us all, and establish a permanent 
despotism." 

" Well, well. North, don't be angry, we will 
not quarrel about politics ; but, I say, how can 
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you think it possible to render your system 
practically useful ? Granting all you say about 
the rights of man in the abstract, how can these 
remedies of your's rectify the evils against which 
you declaim ?" 

Now these words were uttered by Mr. Turn- 
stile in such a cool, conciliating, and condescend- 
ing tone, as if he were ready to listen with great 
patience to arguments which he could refute with 
the greatest facility. Therefore, feeling this, the 
philosopher was angry, even more angry than 
became a philosopher, and he replied with no 
small degree of asperity — 

" Sir, if you are not satisfied with the argu- 
ments that you have heretofore used yourself, 
you are not likely to be convinced by my re- 
petition of them." 

The rest of the company were too much 
occupied, with their own miscellaneous talk, to 
be altogether aware of the precise nature of the 
dialogue which was passing between Mr. North 
and Mr. Turnstile ; but the town-clerk heard 
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enough to satisfy him, that there was a degree 
of acrimony, and that Mr. North was on his 
usual topic ; so being zealous for the honour of 
the corporation, and the purity of *' the worthy 
and independent," he forthwith took up the 
cudgels for Mr. Turnstile, and directing his 
speech* to Mr. North, entered into a long and 
Uvely harangue, on the independence and purity 
of the worthy electors of Truckleborough, and 
concluded by affirming that they were under no 
influence whatever, and that any person duly 
quaUfied, might come forward and solicit their 
votes, which would be given according to their 
opinion of the fitness, or unfitness of such persons 
to speak their sentiments in the house ; and that 
if Mr. North could convince them that his views 
of political affairs were correct, he would be as 
likely to succeed as any one else ; only, perhaps, 
Mr. North was himself too much influenced by 
respect for his noble friend to make such a pro- 
posal. 

Now that was too bad ^ to Accuse Mr. North 
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of being influenced, and by implication to ques- 
tion his power of convincing the electors of the 
justice of his sentiments. The philosopher 
frowned, then looked grave and meditative, and 
then smiled, and then said, perhaps he might 
try what truth there was in Mr. Smith's re- 
presentation. 

In due time, the party broke up — Mr. Smith 
went to sleep and forgot all that passed ; Mr. 
North lay awake all night, and thought it over 
and over again very seriously, and he resolved 
to make the experiment ; he thought success 
might be probable ; and if not, what then ? 
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CHAPTER V. 



A party •man, who leares the rest, 
If call'd but whimsical at best. 

Puoa. 



Although Dr. Mufflechops, and the rest of 
the party that bad dined, slept soundly through 
the night, and rose refreshed with the dawning 
light, or about an hour or two afterwards, yet 
this was not the case with Mr. North. All night 
long he lay revolving, in what the poets would 
call *' his mighty mind,^' the conversation which 
he had held the preceding day with Mr. Smith; 
the thought of becoming a member of parlia- 
ment, and thus being able to make his voice 
heard in the Commons' House, and through that 
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medium to the whole kingdom, filled and more 
than filled his mind. He was every moment 
fancying himself ^^ on his legs,^ and he could 
see the grave-looking speaker's attention arrested ; 
and he was not a little proud to think, that at 
last the legislature would hear from his lips, such 
truths as never yet had been uttered in that 
assembly : corruption he would expose, sophis- 
try he would detect, tyranny he would resist, 
and the people's rights he would vindicate so 
loudly and so long, that the nation should hail 
him as their patriot and deliverer. When he 
had indulged himself to his heart'^s content, in 
the revelry of anticipation, he betook himself to 
the. more sober, but quite as necessary, em- 
ployment of considering how he might be most 
likely to gain his election. There was no time 
to be lost. The writs were issued, and a day, 
not far distant, was appointed for the election of 
two burgesses to serve in parliament for the 
ancient town of Truckleborough, . 

Now, if any of our readers imagine, that; Mr. 
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North was such a simpleton, as to think of oppdsh. 
ing Lord Slander in his own IxHrough, merely on 
the ground of Obadiah Smithes avowal and pro- 
fession of the independence of the elector?, we 
must ^ideavour to set them right. There was 
mention made at the close of the preceding 
chapter, of certain grave looks and subsequent 
smiles of Philosopher North. Now this gravity 
is not to be translated as meaning—-^ I will try 
their independence ;'^ nor are the smiles to be 
rendered — " I think I shall be able by my argu- 
ments to persuade them.^' But while he looked 
grave, he was thinking that there were two fac^ 
tions in the corporation, and when he smiled 
he had finished a calculation of their numbers, 
and foimd that they were nearer to a balance 
than he had anticipated : and he had reason to 
hope that by some curious process, which is quitef 
a secret to all but parliamentary candidates, he 
should be able to turn the balance in his favour; 
There was at this time in the borough, an 
alderman, named Onesimus Jackson, by pro- 
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fession a solicitor, a much deeper and craftier 
man than Obadiah Smith. In Mr. Jackson's 
manners there was much of the gentleman, but 
in his conduct very little of it. There was this 
difference in the professional practice of the two 
lawyers, that Smith would not refuse a dirty job^ 
and Jackson would endeayour to find or make 
one. This last named gentleman was leader of 
the opposition party in the corporation of 
Truckleborough, and by the terror of his chica- 
nery he kept no small part of the inhabitants in 
awe of him : with the rabble he was rather 
popular ; not that they had any respect for hitn 
personally, but they were pleased with any one 
who would oppose or mortify the aristocracy. 
His politics were merely such as might suit his 
policy. To this gentlemlan did Mr. North 
betake himself; and though inwardly despising 
him, he condescended to avail himself of his 
influence with the corporation to oppose Mr. 
Turnstile. 

As soon as Mr, North had finished his break* 
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fast, he walked into the town, and called on Sl!r. 
Jackson. ^ The lawyer was somewhat surprised 
at this unusual visit, for it was the first intervie^v 
which the parties ever had. The philosopher, 
or as we may now better call him, the patriot, 
was most politely received. After a little 
hesitation, Mr. North began by saying, with no 
slight degree of pomp and formality — 

" Mr. Jackson, I have taken the liberty to 
wait on you this morning, to solicit the honour 
of your vote and interest at the ensuing election 
of members of parliament for the town of 
Truckleborough.*" 

Thereupon, Mr. Jackson's countenance chang- 
ed, and he replied abruptly — 

" My Lord Slender'^s nominee, whatever be 
his politics, need not give himself the trouble of 
canvassing the borough.*" 

" Sir," replied the patriot, " I am no man's 
nominee, but my own.'' 

Thereupon, Mr. Jackson's countenance chang- 
ed again, and he added— 



TRUCKLSB0E0U6H HALL. 77 

^^ I beg your pardon, Mn North, for the 
mistake ; but really I did not know exactly who 
was to be proposed to us, for Mr. Doolittle 
manages these matters for the great man at the 
hall, and seldom condescends to inform the 
electors, till the day before the election. I did 
hear indeed that a Mr. Turnstile was to be put 
in nomination with Lord Slender 's eldest son :. 
but as great men sometimes change their minds, 
I supposed, by your calling on jne, that you 
might have been selected, instead of Mr. 
Turnstile.*" 

** I am happy then to undeceive you. Mr. 
Slender and Mr. Turnstile, are, as I believe, to 
be proposed by Mr. Doolittle ; and if you^ Sir, 
are desirous of emancipating the borough from 
its present slavish dependence on the tenant of 
the great house, I shall be proud to have my 
name proposed by Mr. Jackson.'^ 

The lawyer looked thoughtful, and hummed, 
and muttered, and said something very indis- 
tinctly, about opinions, and principles, and dif<*. 
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ficulties, and prejudices, and independence, and 
so on, not forgetting expences. At this last 
word, the patriot took up the subject, and said 
that he would he happy to consult with Mr» 
Jackson on that point, and to be guided by him 
in the steps he should take in the affair^ Another 
meeting was then agreed on for the evening of 
the same day ; and Mr. North returned home^ 
and retired to his library, there to construct his 
adrertisements, and meditate on the plans which 
he shduld adopt to secure his election. 

He had not been thus employed for much 
more than an hour, when his darling daughter 
came in, and announced the arrival of Mr* 
Turnstile and Louisa Slender. These visitc^rs 
were not at that moment the most wekottie, but 
as Mr. North was aspiring to the honour of a 
seat in parliament, where people are very eourte* 
ous and very mild to their opponents, he felt 
that it became him to shew no symptoms of 
discourtesy to his quondam friend and poUtical 
abettor ; and as he had a very high opinion of 
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Louisa, and felt himself particularly desirous of 
appearing in an amiable point of view in her 
company, his maimer of receiving them was 
dieerf ul, polite, and mirestrained. Very courte- 
ous irere his inquiries after Lord Slender and 
Mr. Charles, and very gre^ his pleasure to find 
tliat his lordship did not feel fatigued after his 
tiresome dinner party of the preceding day. 
During a great vanriety of miscellaneous chat^ 
in which all four were alternately engaged, Mr. 
North was pleased at observing that Louisa^s 
manner towards him was peculiarly animated 
and lively; and though she now and then 
Jeeroed to bantw him, it was with such exquisite 
gdod humour, that it was quite the reverse of 
offensive. At last Louisa asked Mr. Turnstile 
what day was fixed for the election at Truckle- 
borough, and being told that it was fixed for 
Thursday fortnight, she turned round with great 
vivadty to Mr. North, an4 said— 

" So, I understand, Mr. North, we are to have 
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North was such a simpleton, as to think of oppos- 
ing Lord Slender in his own borough, merely on 
the ground of Obadiah Smith's avowal and pro- 
fession of the independence of the electors, we 
must endeavour to set ihem right. There was 
mention made at the close of the preceding 
chapter, of certain grave looks and Bubsequcmt 
smiles of Philosopher North. Now ihis gravity 
is not to be translated as meaning — " I will try 
their independence;" nor are the smiles to be 
rendered — " I think I shall be able by my argu- 
ments to persuade them." Bui while he looked 
grave, he was thinking that there were two fac- 
tions in the corporation, and when he smiled 
he had finished a calculation of their numbers, 
and found that they were nearer to a balance 
than he had anticipated : and he had reason to 
hope that by some curious process, which is quite 
a secret to all but parliamentary candidates, he 
should be able to turn the balance in his favour. 
There was at this time in the borough, an 
alderman, named Onesimue Jackson, by pro- 
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feaiioD a solidUNr, a much deeper and craftier 
man than Obadiah Smith. In Mr. Jackson's 
manners there was much of the gentleman, but 
in his conduct very little of it. There was this 
difference in the professional practice of the two 
lawyers, that Smith would not refuse a dirty job, 
and Jackson would endeavour to find cnr make 
one. This last named gentleman was leader of 
the opposition party in the corporation of 
Tnickleborough, and by the terror of bis chica- 
nery he kept no small part of the inhabitants in 
awe of him : with the rabble he was rather 
popular ; not that they had any respect for him 
personally, but they were pleased ¥dtb any one 
who would oppose or mortify the aristocracy. 
His politics were merely such as might suit his 
policy. To this gentlemian did Mr. North 
betake himself; and though inwardly despising 
him, he condescended to avail himself of his 
influence with the corporation to oppose Mr. 
Turnstile. 
As soon as Mr, North had finished his break* 
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a contested election at Truckleborough. Am I 
rightly informed ?" 

Mr. Turnstile smiled, and Mr, North beinjf]^ 
taken by surprise looked rather blank, and did 
not give an immediate answer ; for which nobody 
can blame him, inasmuch as a good politician 
ought not hastily to commit himself, and, more^ 
over, inasmuch as it is not easy to give an im- 
mediate answer, when one does not know >yhat 
to say. All that entered Mr. North's mind as the 
cause of this interrogation, was the conversation 
which took place, on the previous day, with Mr. 
Smith ; for he could not think it possible that 
any part of what had passed, not more than an 
hour ago, with Mr. Jackson, could have tran- 
spired so soon. Having no mercy on his confu^ 
sion, but rather enjoying his perplexity, Louisa 
continued — 

** Come, come ; don't pretend to any thing of 
mystery, we know the whole affair, we have just 
now had it from the best authority.'** 
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^^ I suppose you are alluding to the conversa- 
tion which passed yesterday after dinner at the 
haU, and I presume that Mr. Smith is your 
authority. I certainly might have so expressed 
myself to him, as to lead him to conjecture such 
an event,''' 

" No^ no, Mr. North, I am alluding to the 
conversation which passed this morning after 
breakfast, not at the hall, but at the office of Mr. 
Alderman Jackson.^' 

^^ Madam ! you astonish me, whence could you 
imagine that such was the object of my visit to 
Mr. Jackson this morning ?^ 

^' I so conjectured from the infcvmation I re- 
ceived about half an Lour ago from Dr. MuiBe- 
chops. The fact is, that your conversatioD wm 
oveiheard acddentally by one of Mr. Jadkwn^fl 
clerks, carried from thence to one of Sadth'n 
derks, co mmuni cat ed torfhwiA hjr Mr. Smith 
to Mr. IXioGlde, by Im to Dr, MofiedM^ 
the kamed doctorii ^nigispecvt}iehail, to 
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met him. Poor man, he trembles for the safety 
of the church, and thinks heaven and earth 
should be moved to prevent the election of ao 
dangerous a man. By this time your intention 
is known all over the town." 

Then did the man of patriotic sentiment 
gravely reply— ^ 

^^ True it is, Madam, I have proposed myself 
to the electors of Truckleborough, with a view 
of representing them in the Commons^ House of 
parliament ; and I have made this proposal, not 
from personal ambition, or with any wish to be at 
enmity with my Lord Slender, or my fnend Mr. 
Turnstile, but purely from a conscientious sense 
of duty : for I db imagine that I could advo- 
cate in that house principles of policy which have 
hitherto been altogether neglected, or insincerely 
supported.**' 

To this speech Louisa replied with equal 
gravity — 

" Indeed, Mr. North, I think you are per- 
fectly right ; for if you are satisfied that you 
have it in your power to correct any public 
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abuseii^ or to cnligliten the legislature on sub- 
jects of national interest, it is no more than your 
dfuty to endeavour to place yourself i^i that 
flituatioh^ where your voice may be most efi^tu- 
ally heard, and where your influence may be more 
ext^mave than it can be in this contracted sphere. 
I cannot say, indeed, how far mj &ther may be 
disappointed at what you may call the emanci« 
padon of this borough ; but I will venture ta 
promise, that he will never regard with any feel- 
ing of resentment a man who acts frc»n a sense 
of duty." 

Mr. North made a respectful inclination of the 
head to these remarks; and Mr. Turnstile, feel- 
ing that it was his turn to make some observa- 
tioti, said, that^ though he was sorry to find 
himself so opposed to his old friend, he hoped 
that the contest would be darried on with perfect 
good humour oti both sides ; at all events, he 
thought it would not be a very protracted con- 
test, mad hoped it would not be an angry one. 

When his visitors were departed, the new 
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candidate felt himself rather perplexed. He 
wished from his heart to emancipate the borough; 
but he wished that his efforts for its emandpar . 
tion had been directed against' strangers, rath^ 
than against those with whom he was familiar, 
from whom he had received civilitieS) and with 
whom he was somewhat inclined to cultivate a 
friendship or intimacy. He had found it very 
easy to declaim against borough-mongers, and 
to utter most violent and spirit-stirring philip{»es 

* 

against the malignant faction that enslaved the 
country ; but when he came closer to some of 
the individuals of the hated class, and found 
them to possess many amiable qualities, then he 
began to make exceptions to his general rule^ 
and he qualified his expressions, and abated l|i& 
censures. Still, hov% ever, his principles remained 
firmly the same ; still he lifted up his voice 
against political ccHTuption ; and still he was Uuq 
ardent advocate of parliamentary reform, and the 
liberty of the subject. Perplexed, therefore, as he 
was by the conflict of private feeling with public 
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principle, he. felt some relief in having, so soon 
after the first development of his scheme, encoun- 
tered in good humour a part of the opposite 
faction. He was now fully and fairly committed. 
When, from the conversation that had passed, 
Miss North had learned that her father had so 
far committed himself as to offer himself a can- 
didate to represent the town of Truckleboroiighi 
her fears for his safety were agsun excited ; she 
was apprehensive, that in proportion to the pub- 
licity of his situation, would be the probability 
of his being exposed to the severity of the laws 
against sedition ; and then she was sorry that 
the acquaintance, which she had just begun to 
form with Louisa Slender, might, by means of 
this political conflict, be dissolved ; and as, from 
what she had read of history, she had learned 
that mankind are often very ungrateful to their 
public benefactors, and oftentimes reject, with 
scorn and contempt, the blessings which patriots 
offer them, she thought it probable that the in- 
habitants and electors of Truckleborough would 
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scarcely thank her father for their emanGipaikm, 
aod that the remote and questionable good of 
parliamentary reform was hardly worth the 
sacrifice of good and valuaUe friends, and do^ 
mestic, quiet, and humble safety. Such were 
the simple thoughts of female and youthful 
timidity, and under the pressure of these 
thoughts she could not refrain from attempting 
to persuade her father to relinquish his design. 
So she went and sat down by Ms side, and took 
hold of his hand, and, with her eyes ahnost suf- 
fused with tewrs, said to him — 

** Father, don't be angry with me ior what I 
am about to say.^ 

** My dear child," said he, " what can ^©w 
say that can make me angry P^ 

" Nothing, I hope,'' was her reply ; " but I 
cannot help wishing and praying that you would 
not run such risks as you frequently have doop 
and I do wish you would not attempt to get 
into parliament. You know that this place, too, 
is what you call a rotten borough ; and have not 



TBUCKL1B BOROUGH HALL. 87 

you often said, that the electors must vote ac- 
cording to the orders of the proprietor? and 
then again you are not acquainted with any of* 
the corporation, and they all hate your political 
opiniona I am sure you can never succeed. 
Then it will be very expensive to you. And, 
perhaps, you may offend my Lord Slender and 
his family, and they are very kind and friendly 
to us." 

Mr. North listened very attentively to the 
reasonings of his daughter, and then very pa^ 
tiently replied to them, and repelled as well as he ' 
could the objections which she had started, con- 
cluding his reply, by urging the principle of 
duty and the demands of patriotism, to which he 
said all private feelings must give way. 

" Yes, my dear father," replied the gentle 
maiden; ^* all that is very true, but are there not 
Moae persons who think it their duty to oppose 
your opnions, and to promote a very different 
line of policy : and one party must be in error, 
therefore both should be less positive. Besides^ 
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how can yoii be sure that, after all, you can do 
any good. Have not you read and admired 
some most eloquent and convincing speeches,' 
which have been delivered in the House of Com- 
mons, and then found that at the conclusion of 
the debate, all this eloquence had not moved, 
and all these arguments had not convinced 
them. Indeed, my dear father, you know that 
while you are instructing me you are doing 
good, but when you go to instruct those obsti- 
nate people in parliament, who vote according to 
their interests, you will not find them such 
willing or such grateful pupils." 

By these, and such like reasonings and per- 
suasions did Emma North endeavour to divert 
her father from his purpose of canvassing the 
borough ; but her arguments were in vain, and 
patriotism gained the ascendancy over private 
feeling, and the strong sense of duty did 
transcend the love of ease and safety. Mr. 
North was fully determined to enter the stormy 
region of public life. According to appoint- 
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ment, he therefore paid a second visit that 
evening to Mr. Alderman Jackson. The alder- 
man received him with a most cheerful and 
promising greeting, and it seemed as if his 
election were already secured. 

" Well, Mr. Jackson," said the patriot ; 
" have you considered the matter well, and ace 
you of opinion that I shall have any chance of 
success?'' 

'^ Success r echoed the alderman ; " I think 
you are already secure. laook ye here. This 
paper contains a list of the whole number of the 
electors. Five and forty is the number of the 
corporation. Of these, five have places under 
government, which prevent them from voting at 
all: eighteen are my friends, and out of the 
remaining twenty-two I can, by some means or 
other, withdraw, on the day of election, six or 
s^ven, leaving you a decided majority." 

" But, by what means, Mr. Jackson, will you 
withdraw these six or seven ? Are you sure you 
can influ — can mana — can — can — that is, are 
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you quite sure that — ^that they will not vote 
s^gainst me ?^^ 

The word influenee almost choked the patriot, 
but as it -was for the good of his country, he did 
condescend for once to use unhallowed means to 
accomplish hallowed ends. 

" Sir,'^ said Mr. Jackson ; " if you are wit^ng 
to supply the means I will be answerable for the 
end." 

" I could wish," replied the emancipator of 
Truckleborough ; ** that these affairs were to 
be managed without the instrumentality ci peetu 
niary application.*' 

" In that wish, Sir, you are not i^ngularr,^ 
replied the man of law : ^^ every candidate for a 
seat in a certain house has the same wish. Gen- 
tlemen are not tempted to the sin of bribery by 
any pleasure which they derive from the act of 
bribing, but from the conviction that their ends, 
be they good, bad, or indifferent, are not to be 
gained without it.'** 

" Ay, Sir, but it is a bad state of society that 
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renders this practice necessary ; people ought to 
act in their public character only for the public 
goody and votes should be given only from con- 
viction and principle, not for profit.'* • 

" Very true. Sir, very true; but if men were 
now to vote, as for instance, our good men of 
Truckleborough, only from conviction and prin- 
ciple, numbers of those who have votes, would 
not know how to dispose of them. Mankind 
must act from som^ motive, and if tliere is no 
reaching their understandings, we must apply to 
some other principle.'' 

" Still, Sir, it is bad, very bad, such things 
ought not to be. The le^slature ought to look 
more carefully to it, and by some vigorous and 
decisive measures put a stop to that pernicious 
systeni, which bids fair to enslave and degrade 
the nation. Men must be taught their duty.'' 

Mr. Jackson thought all this very curious 
talk from a gentleman, who, professing Jacobinical 
opinions, was seeking by some indirect means to 
obtain the votes of men, who, if they had any 
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opinions at all, were men of loyalty, and satisfied 
with the existing order of things. He kept his 
countenance, however, and was very well pleased 
to have an opportunity of playing off his fol- 
lowers against Mr. Alderman Doolittle, who had 
hitherto been the ruler of Truckleborough. 

The interview was ended to the apparent mu- 
tual satisfaction of the parties. Mr. Jackson 
was pleased with the prospect of a profitable job, 
and Mr. North had hopes of reforming and re- 
generating the kingdom. 



. '« 



♦t 



TBUCKLEBOROUGU UALL. 93 



CHAPTER VI. 



The to ^n divided, each runs several ways, 
As passion, humour, interest, party sways. 

CUIRCHILL. 



The town of Truckleborough now began to 
assume an appearance of bustle and activity. 
There was nothing thought or spoken of, but the 
approaching election. With an intensity of in- 
terest, as if life, or more than life, depended on the 
issue, all classes and ages, and both sexes were 
agitated with anxiety, depressed by fears, or ele- 
vated by hopes. The Jackson party began to look 
quite big and threatening; all their adherents and 
friends were full of high talk. They were re- 
solved to show a little spirit ; they were not to be 
dictated to by any man, or any set of men. [Save 
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and except Mr. Jackson. This is in a paren- 
the^s.] Now, said they, is the time to let the 
world know that "the men of Truckleborough 
never will be slaves : they are not to be driven 
to market and sold like cattle: they are not 
going to elect any one whom my lord may please 
to nominate, not they : — they have a right, and 
they will exercise that right: they will vote 
conscientiously ; they will have a man of their 
own choice, one that will stand up manfully for 
the rights of Englishmen. 

All the boys who could write were busy in 
inscribing on the walls the name of the popular 
candidate. Even the wall of the church-yard 
was covered over with such inscriptions as 
" NcMth and liberty for ever." ** North and in- 
dependence.'" " No rotten bcMroughs.** " No 
Lord Slender." " Down with old Doolittle.* 
^^ Jackson and emancipation.'^ ''No Turn-' 
stile.'*' These, and similar expressions, were 
bawled about the streets from morning till night 
Mrs. Ddblittle was quite frightened out of her 
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wits, for as she was stepping out of her house, to 
go to a party aaH Mrs. Smithes, a rabble consisting 
of half-a-dozen dirty little bbys, screamed out 
" Down with old Doolittle.*' The poor old lady 
was so terrified, that she turned back immedi- 
ately and implored her dear husband to go and 
read the riot act to them ; nor could she be pre-^ 
vailed upon to go to Mrs, Smith's party till a 
sedan chair was procured for her, and by that 
time the mob was dispersed. 

The grandest and boldest preliminary step of ^ 
the opposition party, however, was the exhibition 
and pasting up of an immense placard of blue 
paper, with yellow letters, the colours of the 
party. Who was the author of the placard re- 
mains unknown to the present day. Mr. Nwth 
has uniformly denied that he had any hand in 
it, or knew any thing about it; but he feels 
very sore even now by any allusion to it. The 
evidence of authorship is, perhaps, stronger in 
favour of Mr. Jackson, or Francis Lathergills. 
They have both been known to speak rather 
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equivocally and evasively on the subject. The 
placard to which we allude, we will present to our 
readers — it is imptessive and eloquent enough 
even on white paper and with black ink, in^ 
spite of the little blunder in attributing the 
quoted line to Shakspeare instead of to Milton ; 
what then must it have been at the time of its 
exhibition on blue paper and in yellow letters ! 

" To the Worthy and Independent Electors of 

Truckleborough. 

AWAKE ! ARISE ! ! OR BE FOR EVER FALLEN ! ! ! 

Shakspeare. 
'* Men of Truckleborough, ye have been 
slaves for centuries. But the time is now ar- 
rived for you to throw off your ignoble chains, 
to burst the vile fetters whiclj have bound you, 
to emancipate yourselves from the most horrible 
and detestable thraldom, and to claim that 
liberty to which as Englishmen and Britons ye are . 
bom. An advocate of liberty solicits your votes; 
give him your votes freely and without bias ; — 
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go to the poll with plumpers in your hands, and 
vote for Stephen Bardolph North, Esq. Let 
North and liberty be your watch-word ! — Vote 
for North, and ye abolish at once all sinecure 
places and pensions ! Vote for North, and ye 
destroy the foul fiend corruption, root and 
branch! Vote for North, and ye shall hear 
the latest posterity blessing your immbrtal me- 
mories as the liberators of Europe and the eman- 
cipators of Truckleborough !!!!!!'' 

Now, what must that man's heart be made of, 
who could read this moving and eloquent ad- 
dress, and then go and vote for the Honorable 
Charles Slender,andGeoflry Turnstile, Esq. Yet 
there were some that did so, such is the perverse- 
ness of human nature. Of this more hereafter. 

We must now turn our thoughts to the op- 
posed party. Oby Smith could not tell what 
to make of it. He felt himself as in a dream. 
He it was, who, as we said above, first oommu- 
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mcated the direful intelligence to Mr. Doolilile^ 
and as Mr. Doolittle promised to inform lit. 
Mufflechops, Mr. Smith proceeded to infom 
Mr. Slapp^ who received the intelligence with 
very little surprise, and merely observed that h$ 
thought church and state in no danger from the 
event, and predicted that the corporation would 
jiever be such fools as to transfer themselves 
from Lord Slender^s pantry to Mr. Jacksoii^s 
parlour. Mr. Smith shrugged up his shoulders, 
and thought Mr. Slapp very ungrateful, not to 
be frightened out of his wits. 

When Dr. Mufflechops carried the news up 
to the hall, he found Lord Slender and his soo 
in the hbrary. He announced himself as the 
bearer of important and serious intelligence, and 
at his entering the room endeavoured to put on 
a long face ; but failed in the attempt, inasmuch 
as nature and diet had not rendered his county 
nance susceptible of perpendicular elongation. 
He looked^ however, as dismal as he po»ubly 
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could, and when be had told his errand, the 
young gentleman smiled, and Lord Slender 
merely said — 

** Poor man, I hope he will not spend much 
money on the speculation."^ 

** But, my Lord," continued the doctor, " ia 
it not a most shameful thing, that the peace of 
the town should be disturbed by a man of such 
abominable principles ? Your lordship cannot 
but know the evils of a contested election, lEmd 
what intemperance, and gluttony, and drunken- 
ness then take place ; and again, my lord, what 
disrespectful language is then uttered by the 
noisy multitude against their superiors and 
rulers. This town, my lord, has been hitherto 
quite exemplary for its loyalty, sobriety, and 
religion ; and I am .persuaded, that this is in a 
great measure owing to the happy circumstance 
of its never having been plagued with a con- 
tested election." 

*.* Perhaps, Dr. Mufflechops," replied his lord- 
ship, ^^ the town may be somewhat indebted to 

F 2 
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your good instruction and example for it&» pre- 
sent high moral and temperate condition." 

" Your lordship is very polite. I have c&^ 
tainly, to the best of my poor ability, endeavoured 
to instil right principles, and to teach sound 
doctrine, for that is the only way to keep the 
people in order. ' ' 

** Then, doctor, the best course you can 
pursue in the present crisis, is to keep the ^- 
tention of your parishioners directed to sound 
doctrine.' As to this fancy of Mr. North, iipe 
must leave him to take his own course." 

" But, my lord, he is a seditious man, a traitor 
to his king and country, and I have reason to 
believe, that he has gone to such excesses in hm 
language, as to render him liable to arrest : and 
there is a foolish man in the town, one Lather- 
gills, a hair-dresser, whose testimony, I think, we 
might procure, and thus get this dangerous 
man placed under arrest, and, perhaps, ulti- 
mately transported, or something worse." ♦ 

^* Oh, no, doctor, you are too severe by half; 
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we had better let him alone ; I dare say that he 
will not contribute much to the demoralizatioa 
of the town : for the election cannot last long, 
as there are not many voters. ' I think it will 
be far better to let him alone/*' 
• Dr. Mufflechops had not been much in thb 
habit of contradicting lords, and therefore in the 
present case he yielded to Lord Slender's better 
judgment, and praised his clemency and christian 
forbearance. And when the reverend doctor conr 
veyed to Mr. Alderman Doolittle the intelli- 
gence of the result of his interview with Lord 
Slender, that sagacious magistrate was most 
graciously pleased to coincide with his lordship's 
determination ; and he also forbore to make any 
inquiries or investigation touching the seditious 
language which had been attributed to the 
emancipation of Truckleborough. The doctor, 
however, was fully determined that if the poli- 
tical culprit escaped the temporal power, he 
should be at least subjected to severe spiritual 
censures : and with that view he forthwith betook 
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himself to his study to look out for a ^ennoo 
adapted to the present cnm^ to irhkh he Hxigfaft 
append some ^vere and^ searcbio^ repr^ft 
against the restless, discontented, and Bec|i|j(9||i|i|| 
This being done to his saciBfaction, he jptiU JG^ 
uneasy that no other steps should be ^ttM^ 
against the disturber of the public peace ;, imp 
therefore, on the following morning, went to.t(i9 
shop o£ Francis Lathergills, with the design €3i 
fifting him as to the matter of seditious wmlt 
spoken by Mr. North. 

As soon as the awful vcHce of Dr. Mufflechc^ 
was heard in the shop, huskily asking for Lather* 
gillsy the obsequious perfumer made at once }u8 
i^ppearance, and a mosC polite bow. The :doQtoir 
leceived the salutaticm graciously. 

^^ Lather^U,^ said he, << the w^ which yon 
s^fit methe other day ia rathar tpo amajlil 
must have it altered." 

" Indeed, your reveisence ; I am very sorQr ; 
I made it on the largest block I have; but I 
uxi alter it for you very e^sUy^ if your revereoof 



%iH kt Die have aiK>tber to alter it bj. Whe« 
sEu^B I ettll at the rectory?^ 

^You nay call to^noirow in<Hmiiig.*f-*But, 
Lallibt^H pi^y 'whiit is the KBeamBg of att 
li]^ seditious insmptions, which are iciialked 
icicif the chim;h'>yard wall? If I can dificoter 
due perpetrator I will put bim iato tht eoaleaasK 
tiekl ootirt, as sure as he is bom.'' - 

- Thereat ^nods Lathei^lls wtt exoeedingly 
ti^ubled and alarmed, both on account f»f what 
he did know, and oq aceount of what he did 
not know. Vor he did know that his own 
SOD Tom was president of the Acadeipy of 
Jplacnptions, and be did not know what a tef* 
iriUe kind of place the ecclesiastical court ttogbt 
be^ though he entertained a slight suspoton, 
t}iat it might be an euphemism expressive of the 
stocks,^ or its more punitive appendix the whip* 
ping post* Being terrified, he was, thereforey 
cionfiised, and, being ccmfiised, he knew not what 
Wsay at the first moment; but when the docteij 
dbs€i:*^g his eon&mon, or catbo^ motioing 



flUence, tepeated the interrdgation, the [^tfiiDflir 
from London readily replied-i^ >* - 

*' I hope your reverence does not sufipect^iiie 
to have been guilty of such an ofFertce ?-^ltfdeed, 
to lay the- truth, I am no great hand at ^rittogC** 
*" ^* But you have a son who can Writie, foi be 
was taught in the charity school." 
^ 'At this remark the hair-dresser had ptes^noe 
of mind enough to call out towards th^ back'bf 
rfie shop — 

• ** Tom, did you write any thing with dhaK 
on the chiirch-walir . m * 

"No father,'' was the ready answer.* Noir,' 
though Mr. Latbergills had not taught hirsbii' 
to tell lies, he was not sorry that on thii^ oeciaAte' 
he could tell a lie without being taught. '5^ 
doctor went on to say, that he wcrtild.sevewSy 
punish any one he could detect, and theft'' 
added- -^''■"' 

^ **But, Lathergills, I think you aire rathei^'•* 
intimate with this fellow, who is distufttpg tB'tf ' 
peiK^eof the town-^this man North. ' Hasnbt 
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he often been in your shop P Does not he some^ 
times call here, and talk to you about politics, 
and such like matters ?^ 

•^^Prancis Lathergills was endeavouring to con- 
jecture, what could be the object of this question^ 
ipforder to frame his answer accordingly, when 
he was relieved and interrupted by the entrance 
of Mrs. Lathergills, who came bustling and 
curtseying into the shop, bawling out with as 
much reverence as her indignation would per^ 

** Yes, your reverence, yes — that fellow North 
does come to the shop, please your worship, and 
hi^ Ijses sich language enough to make one^s hair 
st^, 9^ ,end." 

^^^ndei^^! good woman, what kind of lan-^ ; 
g}^Bg^^ges,he use? What have you heard him 

" Oh dear, your reverence, I have heard hiin 
say^fpf ^,i;y l^^ng but bis prayers; he is smnetiiDes 
fri^j^ mqfpij9g till night bothering my poor dear 
hi}^^|ibovit .liberty, (find rights> and' all that' i 

F 3 
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sort of Stuff, till he has almost turned hb hmB$, 
I am sure mj dear hudiand was die quidtat 
creature in the world, and never thought^ about 
liberty and rights, till that rascal put them ilito 
his head," 

'^ But, my good w<»nan," replied the doctor^ 
^' have you ever heard him use any seditious lan- 
guage, that you can swear to in a court c^jiistie&" 

^^Oh, yes, your reverence, hundreds and him^ 
dreds of times, that I have." 

^^ Now, what was it that you heard him aajTf 
Aat you can positively swear to ?'' 

*' Why, your reverence, I can't just now re- 
member like ; but I know he did talk all that 
sort of stuff that they say is in Tom Paine*8 
bookf but I can't exactly say what it is— I know 
it is something about Uberty, and against govern- 
ment, and kings, and bishops, and all that is 
good. I can swear to that, your worship." 

Now upon hearing this, it occurred to Doctor 
Mufflechops that the evidence of Mrs. Lather- 
gills would not be worth much in a court of 
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^Hslicft, and it also began to be evident to him^ 
that though Mn Lalliar^Us might be an abk^ 
jret he would not be a ivilling eridence v and 
tiMiti Mrs. Xiathergillfl, widi all her willingB^^ 
wpuld i^ot be a competent (X aUe testimcmy. 
Therefore, he left the shop despairing for the 
paeaeiit, hut exhiartiag IVfeu Lathergills to listen 
apid.e8ely» as to he able to remember and^irear 
to/tibe exaet words» that should be used by Mr. 
North in his pditical eonferences with, or more 
fieoperiy speaking, his pohtical discourses to, 
her husband, Francis Lath&r^ls. BoWs and 
^ruptsies graced thd dcxtor's departure. 
^ When the doctor had finished his fruitleM 
Msearcbes-at the kair-dresser's, his next visit 
was to the Eing'a Head Inn. Meeting the 
landlofid at the door, he asked if Mr. North 
vi88 JB the habk of frequenting his house, and 
^llkiag pormcs and seditioi^ 

<^ He frequently comes to my house, please 
y0ur reverence," wa&the landlord'a answer ; '< hut 
aa Sffg talking^fae only talks> to himself; for ha 
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sits in the little back parlour next the bar^ soti 
reads the papers; and sometimes I hearhim^readU 
log aloud, and making his observations an ihm 
news; and, if your reverence pleases, you mayM 
any time hear him yourself, if you will sit kn 
the bar." 

r - 

i What an idea ! — the Rev. Dr< Mufflechopsj^ 
Bector of Truckleborough, to sit in the bar of a 
public-house to overhear the soliloquies of a dii^ 
contented jacobin! — ^preposterous! But the 
landlord had not the slightest •notion of {mxk. 
priety/ The doctor said pish, and walked away, 
meditating as he went along on the inoon^ 
veniences and dangers of contested electicli% 
and wondering at the negligence of our an* 
eestors, who had suffered the people to have 
so great a hand in clKX)sing members of par- 
liament. As soon as he arrived at home, lie 
very properly applied himself to the preparingr 
of a lecture agsdnst jacobins for Sunday next. 

Meanwhile, Mr. North, and his friend Mn. 
Jadison, after having made their prelinmuycy 
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f^ only essential arrangements, proceeded tb 
ctitmiss the borbtigh, that being a mere matter 
o£ foitn« By those who had been previoud^ 
d^pKnedy and who belonged to Mr. Jaekson^s 
piirty^' the patriot was most graciously received, 
and a ready promise was given. Others, who 
wetfe iiot of that party, but who knew then* duty 
ai inembers of a dose corporation, very politely 
sirid' that their votes were' engaged, and very 
cedtiily bore the indirect sneers of Mr. Jacksoh^ 
whc^said that he' was not aware that the borough 
had been yet canvassed by any one. But there 
were others, somewhat new to the business, not 
having been long members of the corporation,' 
and having been chosen for their great aptitude 
for the situation, who were mightily puzadcld 
when Mr. North asked for the promise of their 
vol3e and interest. They 'had a notion, that 
North was not the name of the new candidate, 
who was to be introduced by Lord Slender, and- 
yet' they knew that Mr. North had dined at the 
IMl with Mr. Doolittle and Dr. Mufflechops ;' 
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mi not having yet seen the placard^ ihl^ iMIi 
in doubt what they should say ; bi^ kxi0Vl%3|f 'bjr 
a tiatural eorporation instinct, that they 4h0utd 
not vote with Mr. Jackson, they wia^y avindfid 
canttnittiiig themselves either one way>'Off<>tlit 
other, and merely siud they would think «liMt 
it For the accommodation of such gmikfy€^ m 
these, it would really be desirable that thftiffQ- 
prieton of dose boroughs would send ^ikitiee, 
a few weeks previous to the election^^ of'tbs 
names of the persons intended to be r^lMdy 
tqg^her with some account of their char«ioter^4f 
thejr hav^ any. ' . . > 

AJl this time the party at the HaU wsm-psigf 
fectly quiescent. Intelligence was almost hooprly 
canied up concerning the movements ift the 
enemy, but the intdligence was rciceivdd w&th 
great indifference. At kngdi, Mr. DopKttk 
took a walk to the Hall one morning, and sug- 
gested to his lordship, that it would be proper 
now for Mr. Charles and Mr. Turnstile to piur 
their respects to their intended constituents. 



tfwrcliag to the usual forms in such cases maiie 
W4 |«oyided. 

^ Aj9 ay, Mr. Doolitde, right,^ said his lord^ 
sbip; ^I had really quite forgotten; but I 
^oppose it is usual, just as a matter of form^ to 
oaaTasB the b(»rough. So I find that my^friend 
Mr. North haa been paying his respects to the 
coirporatioQ.^ 

^ O, my Lord, you need not fear the oppi^ 
aationi that •comes from that quarter : I have been 
too long acquainted with business to have any 
apprehension. Your lordship's friends are per- 
fectly safe. Mr. North will not have a dozen 
votes at the utmost. He will most likely give 
up before the day of the election arrives.^ 

^' Fray, Mr. Doohttle, who and what is tlu9 
Mr. Jackson, of whom I now ' hear so quicJi 
every day since the commencement of this o^po* 
sitioQ P I never before heard of him. What is 
the nature of his influence in the iowu ?^' 

" Why, my lord," replied Mr. Doolittle, ^' he 
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is by no means worth knowing, he is a Tery 
busy troublesome man, and is always bringfaig 
the town into some diiBSculties or other, mel^y 
to make professional advantage of its troubles : 
and there are some weak-minded people in thf 
corporation, who pretend to have been ilUused, 
and vote with him on every occasion in which 
there can be made any thing of a divisbfi. 
Some of these people are under obligations to 
him, and others are afraid of lym ; but I hare 
a hold upon several whom he fancies to be of 
his party, and I know all his movements.'* 

^^ I am afraid, then," said his lordship, ^*he 
will fleece poor North, for these movements are 
not made for nothing. By the way is heia nmn 
of any ability ? I understand he is in the law."** 

** He is considered, my lord, as a very clever 
man certainly/* 

** Suppose,'* said Lord Slender, " we contrive 
to get him a place.'' 

^^ Oh, no, my lord, he will not accept of one^ 
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that'ls/he^ Ml tiot accept of any, unless it her 
idUI^4^e^ lucrative than is likely to be offered 

•^It^^hds never been tried, Mr. Doolittle, he 
h^^b^Ver been tried. I understand these things 
beJetCf than you do. Those who are most violent 
ih^^ihgho, before they are asked, are the most 
reldy^^^say yes, after they have been asked. 
I i^^ill'^^d to it, if I think it worth doing.'*' 

>Mtl !Dddlittle and his lordship then proceeded 
tc^lliae^ds various other matters relative to the 
day of tlie Section, such as the dinner and th^ 
nuKibber Of persons to be invited, and how many 
ball' tickets should be issued, and by whom 
shduld th^ ball be opened. 

« P^aps,»' said his lordship, « Chatles irHl 
cfpkti the ball with Mrs. Doolittle, for you have 
no daughter or niece, I believe.'' 

•* Mrs. Doolittle does not dance,*' replied the 
alderman ; '^ but there will be many ladies there 
whd will be proud of the honour." 

<* Well, well, that is a trifling matter, and I 
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wfll leave all these affairs, Mr. Doolitde, to ycmr 
most excellent management ; you will do what 
is right.'* 

The alderman bowed, and took bis leave mcml 
eourtoously and respectfully. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Htre be It thine to calm and gaide 
The iwelllDg demoeratie tide ; 
To watch the itate'i uncertain frame. 
And baffle faction's partial aim* 

A&BNSIDI. 

If our readers have any inclination to acatfBu 
pany the Hon. Charles Slender and Geofficy 
Turnstile^ Esq. in their canvass of the borough 
we are very sorry to say that we must disap* 
pcxint them. For we do not think it would 
ccmtribute much to their amusement, or infoiu 
mation, to be introduced seriatim to Mr. Clarke, 
the grocer ; Mr. Simpson, the linen-draper ; Mr. 
Thompson, the butcher; Mr* Dickinson, tha 
OCffii-facKM', and maliy others ; nor would they 
be wondroqsly diverted with the politeness of 
th^ candidates towards their possible oonstit 
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tuents, nor with the tenderness with which they 
inquired after all the little Clarkes, Sitaapsbnir, 
Thompsons, Dickinsons, &c. &c. We ndust 
hurry our readers on to something more import- 
ant, and more essential to the development of 
our history ; and bring them to the Sunday in^ 
mediately preceding the election. 

On that day the church was unusually full. 
For though the good people of Truck]ebor6ugfa 
were not much addicted to sectarianism, and 
most of them were devoted adherents off tbe 
establishment, yet, on ordinary occasions, thf^ 
manifested their attachment rather negati'rely 
than positively. And, though they Mrert 
thoroughly satisfied that Dr. Mufflechopd vns 
most orthodox in doctrine, and most eloquent as 
an orator, yet they were never so well di^)00ed 
to take advantage of the instructions of his 
orthodoxy, or to listen with rapture to his dc^ 
quence, as when the family at the Hall hap- 
pened to be in the country. More especiaBy 
on the present occasion, the interest of the good 
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people iraft excited, as there was a considerably 
strong -f/deliag of curiosity in their minds, to 
hear what their reverend pastor would say on 
the present posture of affairs, as it was uniformty 
the rootor's practice, to adapt his discourses to 
passing ^en^ by which means he was, at least, 
sure of their attention. 

The phurch, which was very much like many 
other churqbes, was situated rather on the oi;it- 
side of the town, and not far from the Hall. 
T^et^ was a noble avenue of horse-chesnut 

r 

trees, leading from the road-side up to the 
dburch-porch, and, on fine Sundays, this was a 
favourite promenade in the intervals of service 
ikncfvpOa >f^i^ morning, however, as the day 
^PH^fiQppal'kably bright, and the interest of the 
|^p](^iJMi)U3ually intense, the avenue was filled 
^ lieaHy half an hour before the time for oom- 
QPieii^lcJigy the service; and this half hour was 
jM^plI^ jby .the saunterers in discussing politi- 
^1 i^i^vements, and quizzing or cutting their 
Il(^di^)i|i|y At lengl^b. Lord Slender's carriage 
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drove up to the gate at the end of the avenu^ 
and the eyes of the people were turned towards 
it| and they observed, when the carriage door 
was opened, that five persons stepped out of it; 
three gentlemen, and two ladies. The mild 
and placid countenance of Lord Slender was 
immediately, recognized, and the round, good 
humoured face of Mr. Turnstile, was greeted 
by the gaze of curiosity, and the youthful 
manliness of the Hon. Charles Slender pre- 
sented to their view an expression of good and 
kindly feeling. These three gentlemen had 
already acquired no small share of popularity 
among the contented and satisfied part of the 

inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, for 

* 

they were well known by their frequent visits 
to the usual places of public resort, and gene- 
rally admired for their condescending manners ; 
Mr. Turnstile especially, was quite a wag, tor 
when he and Mr. Doolittle met in the street, 
they would stand talking and laughing for half 
an hour together. Of the two ladies, it wA 
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easy to see that the tallest was Louisa^ for sbt 
was a beautiful likeness of her brother. Sb« 
walked up the avenue leaning on her brother's 
arm, and his other arm was timidly grasped by 
a somewhat smaller female figure; and as thc^ 
passed onward she heard whispers, and tba 
whisperers mentioned the name of Miss Norths 
and there were exclamations of astonishment 
nnngled with the whispers, and she held down 
her head, and seemed glad when she was seated 

in the pew. As soon as that party had enk 
tered the church, all the saunterers followed, and 
Dr. Mufflechops himself came in, ahnost out of 
breath ; for he had seen his lordship^s carriage, 
and was too late, with all l^is hurrying, to greet 
the noble party before they reached the church 
door. 

Mr. Slapp read prayers remarkably well, and 

. impresdvely, for he was not by any means a 

bad reader, when people of consequence wert 

present to hear him read. The rector preached 

as uluai^ monotonously, sonorously, pompously. 
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and with a mighty abundance or superabund- 



OLi 



ance of emphasis dealt out with more liberality 

-• ■ ^ - ■ . ■ ' '.''*•>■ 

than discretion. Much of his discourse was 

occupied in lauding the wisdom and i^irtue of 
our ancestors, especially those of our ancestors 
who made the laws by which we are now ao- 
voned ; from whence he proceeded to laiid 
and praise, right cordially, the wisdom and 
virtue of the ancestors of the French repub- 
licans, and to vituperate the wicked ones who 
sought to rescind their ancient laws and instil 
tutions. Thus far, his homily was not strange 
or new, to that part of his audience which 
regularly attended church ; but there followed, 
after these well known words, a most violent 
and bitter declamation against a certain ^^ pesti- 
lent fellow and mover of sedition," who was 
endeavouring to subvert the constitution in 
diurch and state, to introduce wild and specu- . 
lative notions into government and religion, to 
destroy the peace and harmony of the town, 
and to bring anarchy, confusion, and bloodshed 
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Into the kingdom. There was no difflculty in 
understanding to whom these rebukes were 
directed. Now it came to pass that Mr. North 
was not present to hear this edifying harangue, 
imd, indeed, strongly suspecting, from what he 
had heard and known of the doctor's habits, 
that some such attack would be made upoi^ 
}iim, he had been rather desirous of preventing 
his daughter from being exposed to such a 
painful publicity ; but at the same time not 
jcaring to state his reasons, and not willing to 
give any interruption to her ordinary practice 
of attending the church, he made no great 
objection to the request of Louisa, that Miss 
Nbrjth might accompany their party that morn- 
ing; entertaining some slight hope, that if he 
were not present himself, the attack might be 
spared or at least lose some of its energy. The 
doctor,' however, was not aware of Mr. North's 
absence, inasmuch as during the time that he 
was preaching, he, for the sake of accui^acy, kept 
his eye fixed on his book. As soon as the 

VOL. I. G 
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attack was oommenced^ the venaUive iQind -of 
Emma North perceived aftd deeply fdt it $ her 
countenance changed^ and tears started inCo^hei 
eyes, and she then hid her face with her haocU 
kerchief. It happened that the Hon. Chakies 
Slender was at this moment not paying veiy 
particular attention to the preacher, and his 
eyes, in their miscellaneous wandauigs, juBt 
then fell on the face of Miss North, and this 
movement excited his attention, and he readily 
ascertained the cause of her emotion. Dis- 
gusted with the gross personality of the preacher, 
and wishing to give some sign of his disappro- 
bation, he rose from his seat, and advanced to 
the door of his pew, and there leaning on his 
arm, he directed his steady gaze to the pulpit ; 
the doctor, however, not raising his eyes from 
the cushion, caught a glimpse only of die 
person, and concluding, as he afterwards said, 
that it was Mr. North himself, grew more 
violent in his emphasis, and more loud in his 
declamation. A gentle sobbing was heard in 
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luOfd SknderV penr, and pmsmitly two 
glided dowly out of the f hurchr ' 

Wben the secvioe was fiiushed^ the doetOB 
wa3 again disappointed, in bis attiempt to pay 
his^re^)ects to Lord Slender; for bis ]|o»ddiip 
made unusual haste out of ehurch^ that 1^ 
might pay attention to the insulted . maiden. 
The party soon arrived at the hall, and found 
that Louisa's kind sympathy had restored the 
young lady to perfect composure. Miss .North 
was in short so much recovered, as to offer an 
apology for the trouble, which, she said, her 
weakness and folly had occasioned. 

** Nay, nay, young lady,'' replied his lordship, 
'^ no apologies, no apologies : your emotion was 
verynatural and very becoming. Dr. Mufflechops 
is a fooHsh man, you must not regard him. Come, 
come, you shall stay and spend the day with us, 
and we'll send the carriage down to the cottage 
for your father." 

" Indeed your lordship is very kind, but I 
almost fear that, under present circumstances, my 

G 2 



fieoher inigbli beffltate )ii little «i 'iooej^i^^'^ 
hmtfttion to the ball, for ^hk dfitoMi'^ike^i^ei^ 
aiiigular, as youf Jordshipkiiowai'*"- -^^ ' *^»*' -* 
itThis objection was made m- li 'tdnedf^ydic^y 
ffiiid^ with an expresdoiif, which Beeoiedib ^fiij^ 
that it was intended for an antidfiated atK>log|^, 
in OBse one should be required,' tot nxiy'^ttMiK 
or :{eeling of political independ^ce, on tte&;|llit(t 
of : the patriot* The objection wai^ met Iteril 
answei*ed, the carriage was sent^ aiid the ciliid^ 
came to dinner at the hall. As soon as hef ^t^i^ 
the library, Lord Slender adTaiiced to meet'hiitfj 
and with the most perfect cordiality of mmamr 
^reetedimd welcomed him. Mr. North felt Vatii^ 
awkwardly, and wished to say something on^lft 
subject of the approadiing oonteat:^ bHt''4ie 
wished to speak gravely, fcnrmallyj' ^^d> 'A/i4tK 
reference to conscientious patriotic* jmnoipl^; 
and, unfortunately for him, Lord lender Wi3% 
very common-place sort of a man, and looked jMt 
at this moment in a very commen-plaoe kind'^df 
humour. Every body knows how difficult, or 



f^^ye^iii^s^fi^gi^^ Qiity^saSam or discuBsitti^ for 
po man can be gvi^iefcfifuii^ fengtli of time^ Jon* 
l^,|i^i(^ffi^fip<l: s^^nQ^ooQ to .iBympathuse wifib his 
grftv^jr.t >Al;tbi9 mome^ the pauiot would harise 
beepi; soniewhal; pleased • and even Tefieved, hdd 
Mr^ :Tuims<ik{rfi^iml off aomeof Ua banteropmi 
tioai^ao that ihe. subject of the electbu migkt ajt. 
I^ast h^ intnoduced. There was fdt also ancitbeir 
di^oyl^fr^im'^^^y^ in- Pbat maimer should^ 
^Mr.North himself treat the mat1^»whei^it shoidd 
^^uM^roij^ed^ H^ could not think of .midcing 
ai^^ip^logy to my lord) that was quite out of the 
qUfslUvi in a master >of conscience and duty.; 
aodsttl^pugh he was disposed to carry on the'^ 
contest in porfeot charity Ipwards his exponents, . 
l^e^^as not quite sure that .such feeling would* 
be ;|reciprpcaL Then he w^mdered agup» that 
flCfter such st^ps of political hostility as he had: 
tfJ^eUy ^there^^bpuld be such perfect cc»xliality of 
ipamier on the part of his lordship* He began tp^ 



think it jxifisible that stinie propMflg '^XgHt^hb' 
mddefrom the noble pmpifetor of *thtf tot W g fc - 
to prevent the (^position, and to itKlti!6ie MAl ^ ' 
decline the contest; bat he det^Knm^'Wltliy^ 
himself that no dmsideratton on eaith AodH^ 
induce him to deviate from his pur(k>&e, of bonl^ 
promise his patriotic intentions : and l» thb ideii 
gain^ possession of his fiincy, hegrew'iMri^ 
rigid and stately in his manner, and put hfansdf 
on his guard against all civilities and coilrtesyof 
manner of his host - 

Notwithstanding the perplexity in whidi 
Mr. Nclrth was involved as to this mysteribn^ 
behaviour of his noble friend, we do not appi^ 
hend that our readers have the slightest difRcidtjr 
in the world in solving the tiddle, and "H^ 
almost seem to inisult their understanding, €it W 
question their discernment, when we delifoeMeiy 
and expressly tell them, that Lord Slender >did' 
not regard Mr. North*s opposition as a mfttMr' 
of the least moment. Ite was merely JtieHtied' 
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to.x^y.liun timt hfi should be 8o foolish aa (a 
meqd l»^ mepey in such a, friutless scheme $ but . 
knowing his obstinacy, and aware of his ignorance 
of the world and its ways,; he was well satisfied, 
th(K .npthaig, which he cpuld say^ would divert 
]^ir«,NQtth from his purpose: ^nd observing that 
h^ was a loan of reading and iceflection, and of 
ii4tural good feelings* he eould not but respect 
him; and so he, hoped tfa^t. when this freak was 
oyjeft he would learn to think a little more soberly, 
liouisa, too, had attached herself very much to 
Miss North, and had gradually discovered in her 
mind and heart most admirable and excellent 
qualities, which she was desirous of fostering and 
patronizing. So that when the projected oppo- 
sition Tfas first taUced of at the Hall it was unani- 
mou/dy J^esolved^ that it would be best to let it 
pfies ovi^ and to indulge, the citizen in his whim ; 
fi^.with. ^l bi^ good qualiti^ hehad k little 
Taiiiity,,and- that would be, somewhat gratified 
by bayii^ been a cand^late for the honour of 
sitting in parliament; besides, as there tvei^ no 



,^fiOfie ore generally vveiyptupJ4 wkmk^hlf$\ 
are f aitiog for dinner,, an4 tb^^ore yk^Hamikim 
silence and reserve were unnoticed iat • -the tisMii 
After they bad dined> and tbe foiu* gembmHlto 
^eire \e{t alone^ and Mr. Nortb continued to teUb 
^lence, or to drop out bis tbougbts- by iovwiNr 
syllables, Charles Slender, who was quiGkarMditi& 
his lordship in conjecturing the cause, fof kii- 
embarrassment, at last introduced the sulgecl. ^-^r 

<^ Come, Mr. North, you don^t pass the bottle»<^ 
You are thinking of our grand contest that is t0 
take place next Thursday.*^ 

<'Sir,^ replied the patriot, <<you oonjeetuse* 
rightly. I am indeed meditating on that conflicfty- 
inasmuch as I feel it to be a matter of the utmoit-; 
moment. I know that the views which I ^ntertaki 
of the rights of men, and the duties of citizeoi^' 
differ widely from those of my opponents—'* 

*^ And differas widely,"' interruptedMr. Topi«^ 



such pure political principles as you assuliiilV 
faK>kl^iuMF«tt tb^<8ai]i^1&iiie«ttcfid|>t\^^'iyta 
tiii* liaifse% meailff^f II i*otti^15oi1^iigb ^'' Tdiie 
oMitlkiibw %bal ^)po«M^§t%u<6t^^ nbt^iyt 

niotkej'sb tfiat ycnI^ defp hi pubUe liJE^ jOO:; 
o0iijlmdi<^y<i^,CHin!ipi4iicijdes.f . ; . - 

.iii*8irylnftm aiwtoedf the fiMrce of youreA^ycX^ . 
tiiy^;%urwlieniftgi^t knd valurfjle'ei^is to ' 
be answered, and the means do not exactly com- 
piHt. with our own preconceived ideas of what 
is^fecactfy right and proper, in that ca*^, perhaps, ' 
it may be admissible tof tolerate a little ^vil iii'^ 
ti6?^^&h^ "toi^'k great g60i in the' ehd ; and' \f T^ 
by^«fetoieiW3fi!<rf a^tteh borougfe, a^ ft Is call^d^^ '' 
eate'b^dttai^ » ihsttnimehtalitt extending thi^ - ifle<ri. ' ^ ' 
ti^^ftftiiibhfeti, ^^tkid enianclpatmg the' kingdbkh ' ^ 

lies— l-fU*gi^in^(L(iW,'r iM^^noet*! ctoiidferfed^ '■ ^' 

as«wiliia^-^*^p^^ '; 

G 3 



iho fETicifci;felS61i6tTfctf ^A%^ 

<^^^1the patriot was pui2*ect--te VishM ttiriiiBl^ 
the istertine^ 6f reptibliiiimi "virtde ^tii tte 
oouHesy of the gentl^tnan, ahd he MiNi-^^^ie 
ividhed to set his fsU;e against principles^ buttlJbt 
tb offend pei^^ns. At all events, he felt bo hU' 
clination to say any thing 6ffen»ve td ILatd 
Slender, and, in fact, nb one of aiiy feeling 
Could ; for his lordship was a most calm, qtdet^ 
and inoffensive man; and whenever Mr. Noarfli 
was privately meditating, or publicly decUdtn- 
ihg on the tyranny of an insolent and over- 
bearing aristocracy, he could never for a moment 
include Lord Slender in his catalogue. And 
had not the mildness of the father's character 
disarmed his hostility, his gratitude for 'the 
daughter'*s courteous attention to his own only 
child, would have rendered him very favourably 
disposed towards the family. Therefore, he was 
in some perplexity, and he was not quite so in- 
dignant towards the person of Mr. Turnstile, 
for they had met frequently, and talked ovep* 
the subject of their political differences; and 
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tdiQiigb }/Ln Turnstilchad not been able by any 
of hiii^aiguaidiits tp convert Mr. Nortb horn his 
opkoioiOBj.jet he had at least satisfied the patrio 
that something might be said for both sides of 
the quei^on. To the attempted apology of Mr 
North, Lord Slender quickly replied — 

" Pray> Mr. North, donH; apologize for speak- 
ing your honest opinion. The aristocracy is 
very fair game, only I apprehend if the power 
were taken out of the hands of one set, it would 
be transferred to another. Zealots will be leaders, 
and the people will be led ; and if ever they do 
learn to think for themselves, it will not be in 
our time.** 

.This was a mode of reasoning which the pa- 
triot did not approve, and there was a flippancy 
in the mode of utterance, which did not alto- 
gether comport with the seriousness of the sub- 
ject, therefore, he the more gravely replied — 

" My Lord, I cannot coincide with your views 
of political regeneration. I certainly do see that 
there is much ignorance and degradation of mind 



amon^ th&' profile ; liiiit I^do ildt^ itt^e» ipiUf 
ttence; that this diggi^dffdM intktlbe'tt^dtiu^^ 
it id to be Hoped, that as kno^ledg^ ^rikSi^iSji^ 
extends, ' and institutions * $it6 smt3SicxMBi^i&^ 
pdpular miitd will be enl%litened; andttev^hktt^' 
of ' slavery and political subserrieiioy '^^ Ute^ 
btoken, or will melt away, and nken wifl'-'thitak' 
for themselves ; and though the glofioos'eiMEU. 
cipation of mind may not take place in ova^ViaJB^ 
in all its full extent, yet we may hasten die ai^ 
compHshment, and may.see the dawn whidi ^fite* 
cedes the day." ■ •» 

Mr. North paused, and Lord Slender filled 
the pause by saying to Mr. North, " certainly^ 
Sir ;^ and to his son, " Charles, pass thebottle.'** 
Encouraged by these symptoms of attention, for 
he did not perceive that Mr. Turnstile, was 
asleep, and that Charles was amusing himself 
with his sister's lap-dog, he proceeded — 

" Is there not, my lord, a marked, a strongly 
marked difference between the political aspect of 
the kingdom now, and in the time of Henrj 



t^fpS.t^at c«n imt.a rtop to th^..pr9grepB,^ 
k|PQwlfi^ge^,|tt^,mfonnatian? . To prpeif^.tf^^, 
Uiti^yLGtiqia of Hnowlodge might 1;)e prafcticuih|{^ 
hfft npl to^pibev^iit tU progress, wl\ei]i it ba^, bee^ 
iptiNxduQed. ., Ha& not the .Fr^ench revolutJiQ^ 
gj|^^al«s8oi|.to£uroper ^ ,^ 

. fV.B^volutions «Mre dangerous, thipgs, ,]!4j:«^ 
N^^rth, very dangerous, I don'*t lik^ them. Have, 
you^r^ JB^rke's Inflections ? That book op^ne4 
Mr. Turnstile's eyes.*" 

And so did the mention of it at that moment ; 
f([»r rousing himself from his discourteous nap^ 
rubbing his eyes, and smothering an incipient 
yawn, he said — 

^^ It did so, my lord, and I cannot think it 
possible for any unprejudiced mind to i*esist the 
force of its arguments. It is a most admirable 
book. Have not you read it. North ?*" 

" I anticipate its contents," replied the pa- 
triot; " I have not read it, but I know Mr. 
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Barkers mbd bo well, that it is only necew^y 
to tell tne that he hail written duch a book, and 
It am'akeady acquainted with all its dlivabie 
l^asoniDg. Mr. Burke writes for the nobili^ 
aidd gentry,, not for the people. He seeks to 
convince landlords, and leaves landlords to con- 
tince their tenants. He appeals to pride hf a 
sophistty^ which self-love converts into argu- 
ment. He can never convince me that the mil- 
lion was made for one.^ 

There was a grandeur and stateliness of maimer 
in the utterance of the last sentence of the above 
speech, which led Charles Slender to wish for a 
change of topic ; and without appearing to with- 
draw Mr. North forcibly from his subject, he 
alluded to the doctor's philippic against jacobins 
and jacobinism in his sermon at church. 

" I expected as much,'' said Mr. North, " and 
for that reason I staid at home. Dr. Muffle- 
chops is a very foolish and intemperate man. I 
hope my poor child was not much annoyed by 
his remarks.'' 




' Chli^l^ • Sleiid^ was' ctnflpelled tb ackMil^ 
ledge tHat the youlig kdy Wad sd^ei^ift atfbcted 
^ik disturbed, atid he joined Mr. Nbi^th iii ^x- 
his dislike to such a mode of adToekts> 
iiig the caiise of any party. In th6 course of 
tb^ evening, the patriot was ihade fiilly »c^ 
qukint&d with What had passed at chtirch i and 
he' cbncludec^, that whatever* might be the p^PO^ 
^ess of mind, that of Dr. Mufflechop baft 
reached its ultimatum. 

Lord Slender*s Carriage conveyed the father 
and daughter home to the cottage ; and vrhe& 
they arrived at home. Miss North began to 
tenew her solicitations to her father, that he 
would decline the hopeless and useless contest* 

** You see, my dear father, that the kindneA 
with which we are treated at the Hall, and the 
very indifferent manner in which allusion is 
made to the affair, is enough to prove that my 
Lord Slender knows you have no chance what- 
ever of success. I am sure Mr. Jackson is de- 
ceiving you. Besides, do you think that, if he 
ever had it in his power to turn the election. 



l^i 



vAti^ of ftTjrfbrfe^tKs'tUhi'P^ ' ^2>^*f ^^ >«^-?* 

iniidii^ '(^ 6t^r friendd-lBit Ae 'HiiH, 'ttfid^'«4t^» 
dn^-ttud atfe^tibns which 'Ldttba;liitai ^^^f>» 
ydfr;^^ indeed^ »t<) toy the ti-uth; 'I ISaVfe^^flAifcilifS 
aetr^-^dy Whose miBd i» of a higher d^ndHhllph 
co^^^flito her's; I^ am plcisedV'r %5l%il|f 
th^^hin^, %ut I.arit not sui^ that kMW 6P<t!H^^ 
inffiffdretic^' which seems maitifeated,' Htif-niX^ 
be 'artifici^ and designed to idthdrayttfe fkfk^ 
die' icotitest. His lordship may be^^Mi»i^4!ft>^ 
to the extent of his influence; and though tfab^* 
preceding proprietor of the estate had all the 
votes at his command, you know that he was of 
the same politics as the corporation : whereas. 
Lord Slender being a sort of a whig, does not 
stand much higher in their esteem than I do. 
Mr. Jackson has let me into some secrets con- 
cerning the management of the borough, by 
which I see my way much more clearly than 
you imagine.'^ 

Miss North was silenced, not convinced. It 
did not appear to her likely that Lord Slender 



neat of whom he had an; /^prehcpsiQiif^ 9Q4:itbv 
di4 appear to.jt^ ji^ery pr9ba)^l0;that ?4r- ^ ^/Mb- 
80B^|wd,,%^«9l|Wxjcea8ona, deceiy^ b^ j?^)^. . 
as, to ]bjb prcispQcts of success ia tb^ e}^fstimf (^ 
S^ 4i4^^ b^f^ to }uive some shadow of. susp 
pi$ip%jlUKi some distant idea that her faJtbf^^ 
w^, exposing i himself to ridicule by his ouir 
rags^qi/i opinions, and his manner of divulgiqgt 
and, supporting them ; and not being able .to 
feel so yeiy strongly the principle of puUic 
dijt^i it appeared to her mind almost ungrateful; 
to the taxaiXj at the Hall. 
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CHAPTER YIII. 
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Notti^kt can Lis flmniMt ihakc* iMithtag.iedaM . ^ 

His seal, rtiU actiT* for the common weaL 

• J • . * 

Ok thefoUowing marmng^ Charles Slender wd^ 
his aster amused themselves with talkiiig oyer 
this fancy of Mr. North'*s oJBFering himself for 
the borough. 

^^ It is just such a freak as might have been 
expected,^' said Louisa, *^ judging from the cha- 
racter which Turnstile gave of his patriotic friend. 
But that Jackson must be an unprincipled man, 
to lead Mr. North into such a needless expense*"** 

^* How far Jackson leads him,*^ said Charles^ 
^^ I cannot say ; but I strongly suspect that the 
pocn* man waaso fully bent on the achievemeot} . 



that ileither Jackson, tior any one el^eiCbulddiTat 
him from the attempt. I am really concerned 
for him, too, on big daughter's account. Mii^tl 
North aj^ara td be a very amiable and intdli^ 
gent girl, and to want nothing but a little ta- 
tidlial Sddety^ tA fibish her chkrkcter. She feeb 
kierfathelr's absurdities, I am sure, most sensibly; 
N6ir> I have been thinking, that, if my fathet 
hfid ndt eltt'gaged Turnstile to become the locum 
tenens for my brother, there would not have 
1^ Mj^t hM^ ih piittihg Mr. North in 
^liameni Oar own party would not have 
b^^ to much annoyed by him as by a hi^ tdr^, 
and t know some of them who would not Dib 
iiOH^ to see the ^u^^ion of parliatiientaTy reform 
made ridiculous." ♦ ^ 

'••Stlppdse you Suggest to Turnitile the idea 
of j^^itig *#ay to thid tedoabtable p^ktribt Thd 
€&tlieriti[iedf blii do no harM. Left iii g6 and^ 
ifekMift." 

^^^e i>r6pbtel Waft liftmedialely ikgreed td by 
tk^ k^ii^ and i^»er^ ahd Mir.' tttte^^ Wsf 



foM found, mid he ^bb to& ' dM^ tt^ .£tt4 
glender's beck to oferthesllftddlvir^'iieiSijIf^si^^ 
tkm to anything which my tord'iM» ISt^fu^ 
piOpoBe. Lord Slider veryi^eadifyfett ih^!W3(|| 
tbe iriew» of his son and daugihter ^ tfttd Mft 
Turnstile forthwith resolved to have sottte'eoAl^. 
plinsit or other, which iiothing but the ;^W, 
{isbcm could cure, and so relinquidh thd hofibiir 
be had solicited from the hands of the corpMW> 
tion* -'^''i 

Charles and his sister immediately wii4l;0d 
dowB to the ivy cottage, and found ViryH^Mdk 
and his daughter enjojdng a fine autumn ln«v^ 
ing in their little garden. After the firyt salula^ . 
tions, and the usual comipon-filaces, CfauAca^ 
opened his commission : — > 

^^ Mr. North, my father and I have ben 
considering and talking over the subject of Clip 
qqoroaching election, and we have been thinking , 
that it would be a great pity to interrupt the ^ 
peace and harmony of the town by a fruitless 
contest, and that even to yourself it w91 not be ' 



|Bl#t,3fcw.|u^,lJtKHit;rt<>^^^^ but Iwttnot, iMfmtf, 
v^ 1^^ iU > : fl^Pi Sii^ «9Q ;i U never shgll be aidd 

1ifr|^ Jt^ prmoipIie8|. 4)r comprooiiwdiji fnbV^ 
4^. Jox^> ;p?M^. >and petaoxiQl motiwe^ ^ . Ifidnj^ 
JilMi^b^ 4e9tt|ied ii9^ go dcrwn to ^teraiy .on di^ 
page of history, it shall be blended with all^bbat 
'^p^im in; pribldfdie and £rm in nasolve/i f^J ho- 
H^.Mnd r^teem tny> Lord Slender, yomr'Hwn^* 
id)le lather j I respect the virtues of his son and 
^u^ter^'tl 'Ml proud of the friendship lof so 
ls^Mttib]e.8k%xii}j ^ but 1 cannot^ fdv> all-ibis^ 
renounce my country^ or desert the >caus&uf 4m 
iqpfi^esfiadi aid injured, and> degi^ded^peo]^/" I 
«flfilsl(^atd}iWiU stibd the issueof tfas electi6ii^^''L^ 
^nEDbete^fi . ai Bpeech^ tfaore's firtnoess^ 'ithiere^ 
fiUblip prilMriple ! If >w^ hud buth few mote stieh 
fnlriotd 3M, S4i(^pheitBairdo1|)h\Mortb^ ih^boroo;^ 



corruption would hreathe its last But the wont 
of it is, that this kind of patriotism will uot Is^qp 
long, and sometimes as soon as it begin3 to find 
a fit opportunity for action, it all on a sudden 
loses its purity and strength. We can also tdl 
the reader something, which Mr. North did not 
mention to Charles Slender, something whereby 
the value of his sacrifice to public prindple is 
most prodigiously enhanced. The fact is, tluijt 
Mr. North was more than half in love with 
Louisa; he had more than once hinted to his 
daughter, that it would be a great benefit to her 
to have the society of a female friend, and he 
had pretty plainly said, that such a friend might 
supply a mother^s place, and that of all women, 
he had ever seen and conversed with, none 
shewed so good an understanding as Louisa 
Slender; making allowance for certain aris- 
tocratic prejudices, and nobody is without some 
prejudices or weaknesses, except philosophers, 
and patriots, and reformers But to proceedp 
As soon as the above-named speech had been 
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Uttered, cor rather spouted, by Mr. Nprth* 
Charietr Slender replied, that he found Mr% 
North was under a mistake. 

<' A mistake !*' echoed the patriot, ^ what 
mistake? Did you not propose to me to decline 
the contest, to quit the field, to renounce my 
public duty P'* 

'* No, Sir, by no means. You would not do 
m^ the honour to hear me to the end of my 
remarks, I was going to add, that we had sp 
arranged matters with Mr. Turnstile, that you 
may take his place, and so come in without 
opposition.'^ 

This was too bad. Mr. North would most 
gladly have accepted a seat in parliament on 
almost any terms, after his mind had become 
heated with the glories of anticipation ; but then 
he recollected what he had said and thought 
before, concerning Mr. Turnstile, and he thought 
of the blue and yellow placard, and the inscrip- 
tions on the church-yard wall ; and there were 
the great letters, " Down with old Doolittle," 
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ttaring him in the face. The real propomi 
more bitter to him than the apprehended one. 

^< I cannot submit, Sir, to enter parliamenl 
tfiackled and fettered. I must go there fiee, or 
not at alL No, Sir ; I thank my hoard Slender 
for his offer ; but I camiot, oonsistently'with mj 
avowed principles, avail myself of it.^^ 

^< There is no intention to fetter you as to 

« 

your parliamentary conduct ; you are lef^ per- 
fectly free to vote on which side you will, and 
to introduce what bills you please/^ 

^^ But, Sir, I cannot consent to come in under 
the patronage of a lord. I must, therefore, 
entreat you to cease importuning me on the 
subject.'*' 

** Well, Mr. North, if it must be so, it must. 
I am concerned that we cannot make an amicable 
arrangement. I think you carry your scruples 
rather too far." 

Here the discussion dropped, and the nego- 
ciation broke off. What sacrifices do patriots 
make, in order to seiTe their country ! And 



«fter^ all^ how. ungrateful, manl^nd a^^ tQ .tjbi^ 
their benefactors, treattipg thi^m with DO iQPf& 
^atitude or fespe^t than if t;heir conduct were 
the result of whim, vanity, and caprice. Ij; \f 
asito;:^buig that there are any patriots left* .. ., ,. , 
When intelligence was carried back to, th« 
Hall, that Mr. North declined the patronage of 
I^rd Slender, no great surprise was manifested 
by the party there. Mr. Turnstile laughed,. an4 

■ TV.* 3 

^aid that he had known Mr. North too long,^ t^ 
suppose it possible that such an offer should be 
accepted by him. 

The die was now irrevocably cast ; the patriot 
had resolved to stand a contested election, and 
nothing remained^ but that the electors should 
discharge their duty as firmly as he was dis- 
posed and determined to discharge his. But, 
alas ! this was not to be. 

And now, we hope, that our readers will 
excuse us if we stop to moralize, and suspend 
the narrative for the sake of those wise reflec- 
tions, for which alone all narrative is useff)^ 

VOL. I. M 
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For when we learn from history nothing but 
facts, names, and dates, we are only indulging a 
Tain and idle curiosity ; then has history its 
true dignity, when it teaches philosophy by 
examples. There is also a pleasure to the 
author, in making an occasional pause in his 
work, and contemplating the state and conditkm 
of his moral portraits, observing what likeness 
they begin to bear to the originals, and en- 
deavouring to trace scHne beauty of art in the 
colouring, expression, or attitude. Now, the 
principal moral reflection which we have to 
make at this period of our history, is the con- 
verse of that which we briefly made above, when, 
after speaking of the ingratitude with which 
patriots are treated, we said, '^ It is astonishing 
that there are any patriots left :'^ for we are also 
astonished, that any corruptible electors are left ; 
because in every borough town, the only corrupt 
part of the community, is that which has the 
privilege of voting for members of parliament. 
For instance^ the town of Truckleborough 
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tuned five thousand inhabitants^ and the com 
poration consisted of forty-five individuals; these 
feF^-five were considered, by aU the rest, as 
ccarupt, and every man of Trueklebovough, not 
being a mebiber of the said corporation, did 
hxk: down with a slight feeling c^ contempt on 
-aitch' aa were mea^rs, and did consider them 
as the mere tools of any lord (x gentleman who 
iDlght seside at. the Halk Of course, therefore, 
aU the inhabitants of Truckleborough, except 
the corporation, were persons of purity and 
iB^tegrity; -and yet it is very remarkable, that 
though thirty years and upwards have passed 
away sinee the time of which we are writing, 
and though not four persons are now living, 
who then were members of that corporation, yet 
the corporation still keeps up its numbers and 
retains its corruption, though its numbers have 
heesa recruited and filled up out of that mass 
which we noticed as being pure and perfectly 
disinterested* This is a serious matter, and we 
shall feel it our duty to call the attention of 

H a 
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government to the subject very pointedly and 
distinctly. Mr. North had hopes, at one time, 
that he should be able to effect a beneficial 
change in this respect ; but, poor man, he could 
not do it ; and so from want of being able to 
emancipate the corporation of Truckleboiough, 
he has been forced to live in abject slavery for 
the last thirty years of his life ; but, happily for 
him, he has become so used to it, that he hardly 
cares about it now ; and many of those matters, 
which were formerly to him a soiurce of anxiety 
and food for active zeal, now only serve as topics 
of cool and deliberate speculation. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Oft expectation fails, and most oft there, 
WLere most it promises. 

Shakspbabi* 



The day for the election at length arrived. 
Anxiety had l)een wound up . to its highest 
pitch, and the whole town was alive and busy. 
Every one was interested in an inverse ratio to 
his concern in the business. Francis Lather- 
gills had in the beginning of the morning 
adorned the sununit of his pole, L e. thebarber^s 
pole, with a most gorgeous bunch of blue and 
yellow ribbons ; but Mrs. Lathergills, having 
the fear of Dr. Mufflechops before her eyes, had 
dismounted the said ribbons before the day was 
tax advanced. There was, however, some satis- 
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faction to both parties, for Mr. North saw the 
ribbons as he passed by m the morning, and 
Dr. Mufflechops did not pass that way till they 
had been taken down. 

Towards twelve o'clock, a multitude of people^ 
with blue and yellow ribbons on their hats, con* 
gregated together about the market-place, and 
near the entrance of the town hall : and they 
talked loudly on the subject of liberty and inde- 
pendence and emancipation ; and ever and anon as 
any person passed by, not decorated as to his hat, 
with a blue and yellow favour, or by any means 
known, suspected, or conjectured to be friendly to 
the present order of things, the said passer-by 
was greeted by exclamations of *< Liber^ for 
ever !" " North for ever f* ** Down with old 
Doolittle !^ and such like election salutations. 
These people thus congregated in the markeU 
place were not the electors, nor indeed likely to 
be electors, under any change short of unequiTO* 
cal universal suflrage : they were mostly bojn^ 
and idle men, who had made hdUday to rob 
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their fEunUies of the produce of a day^s labour, 
fiar the sake of bawhng out liberty, and drinking 
strraig beer at Mr. North'^s expence. Mr. Jack* 
son had paid for the ribbons, and Mr. North 
was hereafter to repay him : for the patriot had 
given to the lawyer a discretionary power as to 
these matters. 

A little after twelve, the hall was opened, and 
soon filled. At the upper end of the room, on a 
ndsed platform, appeared the great folks. The 
preUiaiinaiy matters having been gone through, 
Abraham Doolittle, Esq. stepped forward and 
iaid# /* Grentlemen." Then did divers of the 
mbUe^not regarding the dignity of time, place^ 
or per$on, bawl out, *^ Down with old Doolittle.^ 
Fortunately for the venerable alderman, he was 
not 00 soon frightened as Mrs. Doolittle: he 
menaly smiled, and continued : 

^Vl beg leave to pr(^)pse the Honourable 
Charles Slender, and GeofFry Turnstile, Esq.) 
an fit and proper persons to represent this 
borough in parliament.^ 
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Mr. Simpson seconded the proposal. In 
diqary times, and on common occasions^ tbk 
would have settled the business. Mr. Jackson, 
however, now came forward, and with much 
more importance in his looks, than either Mr. 
Doolittle or Mr. Simpson assumed, began to hem, 
and unile, and look gracious, and thereat the 
whole assembly was most seriously affected; at 
length he spake. 

^' Gentlemen ! I will not take on me ta 
question the fitness of the Honourable Charles 
Slender and Geoffry Turnstile, Esq. to repre* 
sent this borough, because I know nothing more 
of these gentlemen than Mr. Doolittle does 
[a lattgh] ; but there is a gentleman, whom I 
shall have the honour to name, agentlemim who 
is not a stranger to this town, a gentleman who it 
not the son of a lord, nor the dependent of a 
lord, \cinat cheering] a gentleman of real in- 
dependence of character, one who resides among 
us, and whose zeal in the cause of liberty is 
well known to us ail. Gentlemen, I beg leave to 
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ptapote Stephen Bardolph North, Esq. as a fit 
$od proper person (o represent this borough in 
parliament'** [lotid and continited cheering,'] 

Mr. Thompson seconded the proposaL The 
Aiisw of hands was very considerable in favour 
of Mr. North. But as the number of voters was 
ardy iottyj and the number of hands held up 
&r Mr. North exceeded a hundred, the returning 
office was puzzled ; and on his saying that the 
diew of hands was in favour of Mr. North, 
a poll was instantly demanded, and the books 
were forthwith opened, and the polling com- 
menced with great spirit; and there was a 
genial call for Mr. North to step forward and 
address the meeting, with which the patriot, after 
aame hesitation, complied : for it was his wish to 
wait till the close of the poll before he addressed 
his constituents. Stepping forward he said- 

^* Friends and fellow citizens I I do not come 

ibrward to solicit your sufirages for the honour 

<£ a seat in Parliament, in order to gratify 

\Mnj love of distinction, oc with a view of selling 

H 3 
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or bartering your liberties for paltry lucres cr 
ministerial smiles.**' [cheers,'] *^I can lay my 
hand on my heart/' [he did so at tlie time as near 
as he could guess, suiting the action, be] ** and 
can say that my only modve is, that I may serve 
my fellow citizens, that I may liberate those who 
are enslaved, that I may lift my voice against 
corruption and bribery.'^ [He did not pronounce 
the last word very distinctly, recollecting a oom- 
mission he had given to Mr. Jackson.] ** It is my 
ambition, fellow citizens, to purify the political 
hemisphere by arguments which no sophistry 
can confute, by a zeal which no persecution 
can abate, and by an energy which no prgu- 
dice can resist.'^ [It would be injustice to the 
citizens of Truckleborough to say that the pre- 
ceding sentence was merely received with loud 
cheers, they were enthusiastic ; for it is generally 
observed that oratorical triads or triplets are 
irresistible.] " Gentlemen," [Mr. North forgot 
himself here ; but he recollected himself so far 
as not to recall the word ; woe betide the patriot 
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who calls the mob gentlemen, und theo retracts 
the word,] ^* you are assembled here this day to 
exercise your elective franchise, that indefeaable 
right by which you hold your liberties. Suffer 
yourselves to be no longer held in bondage 
and slavery; but vindicate your rights, assert 
your dignity as men and citizens, and think that 
you have a high duty to discharge ; and I trust 
you will discharge it faithfully, so that at the 
close of the poll I may congratulate you on 
having emancipated yourselves from a thraldom 
in which you have been held so long." [cheers.] 
It was a great pity that Mr. North's speech 
wa^ not heard by many of those persons to whom 
it was addressed, for as soon as the polling com- 
menced, the electors gave their su&ages and 
departed; so that when he had finished his speech, 
■there remained of the electors only MessiB(« 
Doolittle, Simpson, Jackson, and Thompson. 
The rest had polled, and were departed, to pre- 
pare for the festivities of the evening. The poll 
clerks were sitting unemployed till the above- 
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named gentlemen tendered their votea. It ai 
needless to say that Mr. Doolittle and Mr. 
Simpson voted for Slender and Turnstile ; and 
that Jackson and Thompson gave plumpers to 
North. The poll books were closed at twa 
o^clock, and the numbers declared were-— 
For Hon. Charles Slender 30 

Geoffry Turnstile Esq. 30 

Steph. Bard. North Esq. 10 
Whereupon the Hon. Charles Slender, and 
Geofiry Turnstile, Esq. were declared duly 
elected : and Stephen Bardolph North felt hhn* 
self very greatly astonished. The successful 
canditates returned thanks in speeches terse, 
short, neat, and appropriate. Mr. North spoke 
as follows : 

" Citizens of Truckleborough ! Although by 
various circumstances,for which I cannot account, 
the situation in which I am placed is that of a 
defeated candidate ; yet I do not regret that I 
have made an attempt to rescue this town from 
the degradation of its servility. It is something 
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that ten independent votes have been found in 
atte place. [cAe^r^.] The time, perhaps, may 
come, in which that number may be doubled, 
[cheers] — ay, quadrupled. [Increasing cheers 
answering to the climax,'] And you, my fellow- 
citizens, may rest assured, that I will not desist 
frcxnmy endeavours to emancipate the borough; 
for though unsuccessful now, it may not be so 
another time ; and you may depend on this, that 
I will be ready at the next election again to step 
forward.^' [This was said before Mr. North had 
any idea of the length of Mr. Jackson^s bill«] 
*^ I assure you I am not discouraged by this one 
defeat, and I hope and trust that the friends of 
liberty in this town are not in despair by the 
issue of this day's contest**^ 

M r. North bowed and withdrew. Long, loud, 
and reiterated plaudits followed his speech ; they 
would have been longer, louder, and more 
reiterated, had it not been that the beer was 
ready, and that most of the gentlemen citizens 
had retired to partake thereof. And ever and 
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anon, while they quaffed the goodly beverage, 
there might be heard the shouts of '* North and 
liberty ! Down with old Doolittle,^' &c. 

The successful candidates were compelled to 
undergo the honor of being chaired through the 
town ; and the same honor was offered to, and 
strongly urged upon, Mr. North ; but he veryper- 
tinaciously declined it, asbeingtotally unnecessary, 
irrelevant, and not tending to the emancipation 
of the borough. While, therefore, the ceremony 
of chairing was going on, the disappointed 
patriot hastened to the house of Mr. Jackson, 
for the purpose of discussing the cause of the 
failure. 

^^ Really, Mr. North,^' said the man of law, 
** it is very odd ; but I believe the people who 
had promised us were actually frightened : for 
Dr. Mufflechops has been going round to the 
different members of the corporation, and telling 
them strange stories about your religious and 
political opinions — and that has made some dif- 
ference ; and then, that fellow Doolittle, who 
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ftppears to be such a simpleton, is not so great a 
fool as he looks ; and though he is out of business^ 
he has sevaral men yet in his books, who would 
fiiot find it convenient to offend him. I am 
truly sorry it has ended so." 

** So am ly Mr. Jackson ; but how happened 
it that your list of names so deceived you— out of 
your eighteen only ten voted for me,~-what 
became of the other eight ?'^ 

^< I think, Sir, I can account for two, who are 
partners in the upholstery hne. Mr. DooUttle, 
on the first hearing of the intelligence of an 
opposition, sent a note to the Hall, and forth- 
with an order came down to these persons for 
some paper hanging and carpetting, to be exe- 
cuted immediately; they were hardly to be 
depended on in the first instance ; and after all, 
it seems that you had but two plumpers, for of 
your other eight votes four were divided with 
Slender, and four with Turnstile. The plain 
fact is, that we were out-bid or outgone in 
generalship." 
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Well, Sir,** replied Mr. North, " as it hm 
terminated so, we must make the best of it; 
But, Mr. Jackson, can we not somehow coofriv«; 
to petition against the retuni of these men, on 
the ground of bribery ?" 

<^ Certainly we might do so, but we should 
find difficulty in getting evidence ; and even if 
these two gentlemen should be displaced, you 
might share the same fate, and Lord Slender 
would nominate two others, who would be 
chosen in their room." 

The patriot, therefore, determined to adhere 
to his determination to make the best of it ; and 
forthwith returned to his own home, where he 
was sure of a most welcome reception. His 
daughter met him at the door, and having in a 
moment smiled away the gloom of his disajv 
pointment, informed him that Louisa Slender 
was in the house, and had been endeavouring to 
persuade her to attend the election ball. 

** And why should you not, my dear child^ if 
it will amuse you ? I would not have you regard 
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my disappointment to-day as a matter of a per- 
sonal nature, or consider my political opponents 
as my personal enemies." 

Miss North was rejoiced to hear her father 
talk thus, and pleased was she to see how cor- 
dially and politely he greeted Louisa, the daugh^ 
ter of the hostile house. With a cheerfulness^ 
that had no symptom of constraint or artifice, 
he began by alluding to the contest that was 
just concluded, and then referring to what his 
daughter had stated as being the object of the. 
lady's visits he most gallantly added — 

*' I hope my daughter will not refuse to 
acocmpany so good a friend ; if she declines 
attending you to the ball, I shall be most happy 
to wait on you. What say you, Louisa, will 
you accept of me for a partner ?" 

Louisa curtsied and replied, ^^ I will accept 
you for a partner on one condition." 

*' And what is that condition ? —it shall cer- 
tainly be conceded, if it involve no dereliction 
of principle. '^ 
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^^ I am almost afnud," replied Louiray ^' that 
it will be coD^dered as involving a derelictioii 
of principle : however, my condition is that 
you shall not talk politics, or make any allusioii 
whatever to the election, from the time yoa 
enter the ball room to the time you leave it" 

^< Will you not by this injunction compel me 
to total silence for the whole evening ? for if I 
do not talk politics, or make any allwdon to this 
day*s contest, what else can I talk about ? Do 
you think it possible I can speak or thii^ of 
any thing else ?** 

The patriot was in high good hmnour^ and 
uttered this last sentence in a tone of very 
pleasant irony. It was answered by the lady 
in the same spirit 

** What else can you speak of? Oh ! a 
thousand things, you can quiz the company, 
or talk sentimentaUty about taste and the fine 
arts.'' 

^* The company will be more likely to quix 
me, I think^ as an unsuccessful candidate.'^ 



^^ Not a word, Mn North, not a word on the 
subject I shall expect to meet you and Mist 
North at the ball, this evening ; so prepare to 
banish all political thoughts. The diariot 
shall come for you. So good morning.^ 

When Louisa had departed. Miss Nc»-th 
b^an to congratulate her father on the forti* 
tude with which he bore his disappointment; 
and her own spirits revived when she saw ho# 
lightly he bore the loss. 

*^ I am quite delighted, my dear father,*' 
exclaimed Emma, ** that you are in such good 
8{Mrits after your disappointment, and I am 
glad to see that the contest is not likely to 
interrupt our fiiendship and acquaintance with 
the family at the hall. Louisa came down to 
me, as soon as the election was over, and she 
i^ke so very kindly and considerately ; and 
she said that her brother and Mr. Turnstile 
were desirous of preventing the circumstance 
£rom rendering you uneasy. But will you not 
go to the dinner, as well as to the ball? I 
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understand that the gentlemen have a dinner 
at the King's Head at four o'clock. I think 
it will be better for you to go.^ 

^^ No, my child, I will not attend the dinner^ 
for if I do, I shall not be able to comply with 
the conditions on which I am to have my 
partner at the ball. We shall have at or after 
the dinner too much political allusion, and 
I shall certainly be tempted to utter my 8eDti» 
ments. If I thought, indeed, that by attending 
there, and expressing my humble opinions, I 
could produce conviction in any minds, I should 
think it a duty I owed my country, to dine 
at the King^s Head ; but people don't reason 
after dinner, especially corporation people. 
Then I shall see that impracticable blockhead. 
Dr. Mufflechops, and hear from him so much 
nauseous loyalty, that I shall not recover my 
good humour all the evening/' 

" WeU, I will not persuade you, if you feel 
disinclined, yet if you could resolve not to heed 
the talk you may hear there, it might be aa well 
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to let it be seen, that you do not feel any enmity 
towards your opponents. As for convincing 
or converting the corporation, I should think 
that as hopeless a task before dinner as after.^ 

** My dear child," replied the patriot, " well 
as I can bear my disappointment, considered in 
a merely personal point of view, it is qtiite 
another thing to bear calmly with those attacks, 
idiich men calling themselves loyal make on the 
pure and disinterested principles of patriotism. 
However, upon second thoughts, it may be 
better for me to go, than to appear, even for a 
moment, mortified by a defeat ; for, after all, 
the defeat is merely owing to the power of 
influence, the people are manifestly on my side ; 
and should that most desirable measure, a 
reform in parliament, ever take place, I think 
1 may calculate on the unbiassed suffrages of 
the people. TiD this day, I was not aware of 
^the extent of my popularity. Yes, I will take 
'^yoiir advice, my dear child ; I will dine at the 
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Eing^s Head, and I am ready to mak^ every 
exertion in favour of the great cause.^ 

^^But, my dear father, you bad better not 
exert yourself too mucb at tbe dinner, you 
must remember that you have promised to 
attend the ball." 

<< I will be duly careful, and will so mimage» 
that my public duties and my personal engage- 
ments do not by any means clash or interfere 
with each other.'* 

Matters being thus arranged, the patriot and 
his daughter were well pleased; Mr,. North 
was fully bent on being a firm patriot at the 
King'^s Head, and was as determined to be a 
most perfect gentleman at the assemUy-room 
in the evening; and Miss North merely antici- 
pated the pleasure of a ball, a luxury which 
she but seldom enjoyed. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Reft of a crown he yet may^hare the feast. 

OaAT. 



TsE great room at the Eing^s Head was nearly 
filled before four o'clock, so that the waiters 
eould hardly pass through the crowd, to place 
tile dishes on the table. As soon as this cere- 
mony was performed, and the plebdum part of 
the company was seated, there entered the room^ 
in great state, the Honourable Charles Slender, 
Geoffry Turnstile, Esq., Stephen Baidolph 
Nordi, Esq., Abraham Doolittle, Esq^ Onesi- 
mus Jackson^ ^sq-y the Rev. Dr. Muflkchops, 
the Rev. Mr. Slapp, and a few other great ones 
4)f lesser note. As this goodly company moved 
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slowly up the room between the two long tableSy 
a band of music, stationed in a kind of gallery, 
played the loyal anthem of Grod save the King ; 
and some persons have said that Mr. North 
gave a very contemptuous kind of a sneer, as if 
disgusted with the music ; but whether at the 
performance, or at the thing performed, in not 
now to be ascertsdned. The party was soon 
seated, and silence was called, and silence came, 
and staid just for a moment, while Dr. Muffie- 
chops said grace, and then fled before the clatter 
of plates, and jingling of glasses, and jabbering 
of tongues ; and while the people did eat and 
drink most loyally, the music in the gallery 
played most loudly. It was really pleasant and 
delightful to observe, during dinner-time, the 
great afiability and cheerful condescension of 
Charles Slender, who, though the son of a no- 
bleman, was quite stt home in the company of 
humble burgesses ; and he laughed and talked 
away to Mr. Uoolittle, and he took wine with 
every one whose eyes he could catch : indeed. 
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Mr. Spriggg', the cabinet^m^er, has boasted of 
having beea twice challenged to take wine with 
the heir-apparent of the Slender family. And 
equal condescension did Mr. Turnstile exercise 
at the head of the other table ; and he talked 
with Mr. Jackson, and with Mr. North ; and 
all party spirit seemed forgotten. Tories seemed 
bursting with liberality, and whigs overflowing 
with loyalty. There was silence agaix) for a 
moment, and Mr. Slapp said grace after meat ; 
for the singing (»ies of Trucklebarough could 
not compass " Non Nobis.'' Then followed the 
usual toasts, with the usual accompaniments, 
and the usual noise. Now come the speeches. 

Up rose Mr. Doolittle, a man majestic enough 
on ordinary occasions, but with his scarlet gown, 
and gold chain, the grandest lookiqg magistrate 
in Christendom. 

" Gentlemen,**' said he, *' I rise to propose 
a toast, which, I am sure, will be received with 
the utmost cordiality by all present ; it is the 
name of a gentleman, who has been tjbis day 

VOL. I. I 
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idacted 'by a' iarg& • and » i^dnimous majbrity^ifrto 
^tepresent this* borough' in' •^liament. ^ Oeatk- 
mcD, I beg leave to give the beakh of the B%ht 
Honojrable Charles Slender, witji three tmes 
thtee." • , , .. 

Thunders of applause followed the proposal. 
Mr. Doolittle smiled, and looked as pleased as 
if the applause had been lavished on his own 
eloquence. As soon as silence could be ob- 
tained, Charles Slender spoke as follows. 

** Gentlemen, I feel very sensibly the honour 
you have conferred upon me, in choosing me as 
one of your representatives ; and I am most 
highly gratified by the very cordial manner in 
which you have been pleased to drink my health. 
I consider this day, gentlemen, as the proudest 
day in my life. I am aware of the great and 
important trust which yoii have reposed in me, 
and it shall be the constant study of my life 
to discharge these high and momentous duties 
which are now devolving on me. It is with 
great diffidence, gentlemen, that I undertake 



theserduttei^ ;i)ut it'knoiwyo«t}willr redeihre- with 
caadcuir . nrp ' Imrnble ' ciideftvoiirB s Ijd .^ senre tke 
ooTj^^^tbe town wliioh I'havethe honour to 
represent J Gentlemen, -I beg l^ave again'' to 
thank you most sincerely for the honour which 
you have done me, and I beg to drink aU'ybur 
good healths, wishing you every happinesb,^ ttcJ. 

The h(Hiourable gentleman was here so Ov^- 
come by his feelings, and the latter sentence of 
his speech was so loudly and reiteratedly ap- 
plauded, that no more could be 'heard, even if 
more was said, which is doubtful. The cor- 
poration and inhabitants were delighted with 
the eloquence of their new representative, and 
were convinced that their interests could not be 
intrusted to better hands. ' 

Envying the applause which Mr. Doolittle 
had gained for the toast which he had proposed, 
next rose Mr. Simpson ; and, in a very neat and 
appropriate speech, proposed to the company thi? 
health of Geoffry Turnstile, Esq., with three 

» 

times three. This was also received with most 
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toyd^^a^Hf!fiH^VJi^rhi^r&tift MK flbbp^im 'wife 

^ >^^^€^ntkmetii liekt' tb die hbnoC^ of liek^ m- 
^\^i!^1]b(f to^ jseHre in parliament f^^ so'eilIi^iC»tl6d 
^ tibdy ,' ti^ the pleaMite of the campliment moir 
jlUd i]^ by the driiiking of thy health hj. so i:^ 
yp^table a csompaiiy. [cAe^^.] Gkntletncflk^ 1 

■ 

iim^tfuly grateful for your kindness ; and I trifst 
that tny fmrliamentary conduct will ,be such as 
shall make it manifest that your c(»ifidence hult 
not been misplaced, [chders.] Gentlemen, no 
words can express the regard I feel for the cor- 
poration and town of Truckleborough ; and 
Hthere is no sacrifice I would not make for the 
benefit of this venerable town, and its truly »e- 
ftpectable inhabitants. [2ot^c7^^rtf.] Genlietnen, 
'?t has been ordered by the wisdofti of bur^itti- 
'tiestors, and no religious or loyal subject can*fer 
amoment question their wisdom, that only a 
small number of the good people in this town 
should be perplexed with the chobsnng, or re- 



gpqn^itile fijor the ^(^9[,J^^fr^^i^X^lfi^f|^;l}^^p 
though cho3e«,by. »tbe f^F, ^wjsjd^inyg^^ 
representative of all. [very loud,q^ee9f^.\ I,^fl^i^ 
b» always ready to attend ^, sll ,yp}ft^ spgge^ 
tions^ ao4 to watdbQver all yQ^r Jpt^r^sta., J[«^ 
louder cheeviS,'] Thus, gen|leii^^, wl^e ^o)^ 
feivv: are burdeiied wiih the duty of .ch90sbg.,^e. 
presentatiyeSy the whole mass i^eceiyes tb^jbei;!^ 

5 

of representation. Iprod^fious ck0erii(^ hd, o^ 
and greatly countenanced, by Dr. l^uffl^qp^i^ 
Gentlemen, let me conclude by dri^I^ng:^^ 
your g9od healths, and wishing you i^l haiqpi- 
ness sdid prosperity/' .. n , 

This speech was flowed with very mi^cked 
and tumultuous applause; and the framing 
townsmen of Truckleboi^ough said one to. , ^i;^ 
their, ^^ what a clever man.^' i^nd as the ap« 
plauding tumult was subsiding, the atteptipn ^f 
the company was drawn to the grave, apd solemn 
fogrqi of Mr. North, rising to. daim the^. atten- 
tion, and threatening tbein with, a iqpe^h» Vqx* 
tunately, p^haps^ for jJi parties? ChoPfk^ 31en- 
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iify ob^ndtig the tiibv&itteht t>f the^|mtriot9 biMt 
pi^tending not to se^^ It, ir^se ^p iis qtiick ii»^ 
thbtight ;' and, before Mr: HdtHh ticiuld open In^ 
Up^^began to address the ix)tap&ayj khd hi tb^- 
same moment bowed to the dented d^di&UK,^ 
as in signal of giving him the precedteldee. > Mir.' 
North smiled and bowed, and sat down. Charlisiir 
Slider smiled and bowed, and aJBfected to sit" 
down ; Mr. North kept his seat, and bowed 40 w*' 
as he sat ; and, thereupon, Charles Slender was 
compelled to proceed. ^ 

• " Gentlemen, may I be permitted to propose 
the health of a respected friend-* of a gentleman 
who is not unknown to yo^ ; a gentleman whose 
private character is most estimable, but whose 
politics are not, perhaps, quite in unison with 
those of the present company, \Iiearj hear.\ 
Biit while we differ on these points, it is oUr 
diity to honour moral worth and integrity. ' I 
beg to ipropose the health of Mr. Nbrth, wkft 
tlii^ee timies three, [fowd c*d?r;f .j"^ ^* 

' ^he t()&st was ifety wtll iakert^ fen' thet5tttt£^ 



writh the ^istfmpp, yof ,f largp,,jiM^,^, weH^^^^, 
^9^ <jf wine. , Mj;,, P()olit4e.^«?pk, jt,j;^rj^,g^^, 
dq^aly^ so 4id Mr. Siwpspp ; ^d,]Vfr.,Jf)p9lit^^ 
•aid' to Mr. Spnpspii, "H^.is <jer|tainly, ^^ry, 
\?Qft}iy man in pnyi^t|e.lif?.'' imd. Mr.; ^im]^^ 
sittd to Mr- Doolittle,, "Sol h(ive beard." , Mi 
pdS3ed, ofcourse^in a ;^hi$per ;; and m^y pj;bei;^ 
persons at table whimpered the saniQ truth to th^ir 
nes£:hbours. At lens^th the palxiot rose and said— - 
" Friends and fellbw-citi^ens ; you flattej;: me 
by this kind and public notice. I am most 
happy thus to receive expressions of your ap- 
prpbation, t The cause ojP. my country ilies_ near 
to. ;Wy heart, [cheers J] I would j^ilUngly^^f^dl. 
clie^£u]ly give my best exertions, foif itSjjserYJceUj 
hitherto I h^ve been^ s^s £^priyate citi;sen,^^rf&l^ 
ar speqlj^tor »^d a w^JVwi8her,,a^, tf)^f^J I. ]^yf 
fijh^iped! forth from retfr^Riefl^, pi;9^ering my, 
public services ; tl^ese,<,hqw^y^,, l^^yc! be<^ , d^ 
dii^ . Ye^, pq;hap^ tl*e.^|«py,j|<)ine yjjten 
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I shall t^jpprp foffi^mtsr rfAt J^ast I bakm 

here be observed try the waj^r^ tfaipft wbenefior 
the word ^^(x>pscience^'Vcl0$psa s^ul^oo&lilir ai 
spe^h| that sentence should always be cbeffered-} 
— ^* The times are full of great eTents, moA 
others still greater and more iinportaiu. aon^ 
apprdaching. New principles have* occupied 
the minds of men, and intelket is now makisg 
greater strides than ever. It is not now tile 
time for indolence and ijiactivity, but erery-^iBe 
who has the talent, ought also to have -the will 
to serve his country ; and we ought to look . 
vigilantly about us, and take especial oare 
that our country, which has hitherto taken the 
lead in civilization, be not now behind its neigb- 
bouring states in the great science of legislatioii. ' 
A new era is approaching, and mighty move- 
ments are now going on. [^aant^.] What . 
changes our descendants may see, who can tell i -.. , 
Who knows to what degree of perfection the 
science of legislation may be carried ? For v 
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vlien onoo'the human Mind has received a ray 
of ifeght, and the torch of knowledge is kindled/* 
^ctacking of nuts and jingling of glasses.} 
^ When once the torch of khowledge is kindled, 
it in imposdble t6 say to what extent that illu- 
mination may reach. '^ [Whisperings and louder 
talkingis, and a general muttering, as if nobody 
ijtiinded what Mr. North was saying, conveyed 
a faint to the patriot to cut short his speech.^ 
" But not to occupy your attention too long, 
[hearj hear^'] let me how^conclude by thanking 
you for the honour you have done me, and by 
drinking to your health in return.^* 

The company felt very much relieved when 
Mr. North had finished his oration, and they 
exp^l^ssed their gratitude by noisy cheers. 
Mri N<M^ was pleased with these cheers ; and 
he prided himself very much on the dexterity 
with Which he had contrived to utter his own 
political sentiments, without Hurting or alarming 
the j^r^Judices of the company^ He was con- 
vinced thai; somie good effect had been produced 

i3 
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by the pnbltdty irhioh he badiims gitea tCK lipf 
general yiews of polky i aad. he . wasj BiilisfipA 
that thehuman^miild only wanted tabe enlighl- 
ened, in order to attain that most desirable of 
all objects, a rational andi free: gov^nmeiit^ 
But, alas ! while the good man thought that he 
was communicating some portion of his. own 
spirit to . the . inhabitants of Truckleborongfa^ 
the poison of corruption was in some measure 
i^fecting^his own purity; for, from the inter- 
course which he had had with Mr. Jackson, and 
the experience of the total absence of all prin* 
ciple in the disposing of votes, and from the 
very agreeable manners of the Slender family^ 
some of what he has called his own bigotry, was 
rather diminished : and while he was fancying^ 
that others were coming nearer to his views,. he 
was rather drawing nearer to theirs. Conver- 
sion, whether political or religious, creeps un- 
awares on the mind, and often it happens that 
a long series of circumstances and events, un- 
noticed and unobserved, produces a crisis^ which. 



^a^'iiNittentive<toltlie ppog^efslof evenls. i i -t /n. ? 
^i "Battoprac^i inth ■ our[>luatony/; ( > rAfiBeri the 
hew) tepretentativeB had^ > urith t all )diie (CX)ihpIi« 
ments to the talents and virtues lof the resptective 
paitdes, ptoposed the healtb.of the Mayor, and 
Recorder^ aodTown Cleris, and other <Hmament8 
of Truckleborough, the comptoj began to disk 
p^'se, and prepare for the more graceful fes- 
tivities of the ball. Election balls are much 
alike every where^ very much frequented, and 
veiy much reprobated* It would be tedious to 
enter very minutely into all the arrangements, 
or to describe very particulibrly the dresses and 
tlecorations of the ladies who graced it with their 
presence. A list of the dreiSses, indeed, might 
Jbe a» interesting as the catalogue of the ships in 
<Hoiner''s Iliad, and might as much tax the 
author's invention, and the reader's patience. 
Suffice it then to say, that Mrs. Doolittle sported 
;the finest satin, Miss Simpson the gayest plumes, 
JKiss Clarke the largest. Roman pearls. Miss 
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Thompson the most fanoifnl fltm^iB, ''; Mfin 
Jackson the most bespangled tutfaaiv ond MiM 
Karth the cleanest whitse mudih Crock of any in 
the room. ■ ■,< ' . ;- ?. » • 

Our readers faaire been already informed^ dMt 
Mrs. Dqolittle does not dance; but lest Aey 
should have forgotten it we here repeat it. Noir^ 
under these circumstances^ it w«n clearly i;be 
duty of the mayor to provide as a partner, inth 
whom the ball should beopened, sttne ladyinesit 
in rank in the corporation. Mr. Doolitde knew 
that Miss Jackson should, by rights, ha^e that 
honour ; but he so hated Mr. Jackson, chat he 
was determined to overlook that right of sucees- 
sion, and was hesitating, whether his dioiee 
ishould fix on Miss Simpson, or Miss C^xrke, 
when Charles Slender familiarly addressing him- 
self to the civil magistrate, for an introduction to 
aome young lady as a partner, poor Mr. Dob- 
little in his hurry and bewiklerment, couM not 
recognize Miss Simpson in her fine plumage^ 
and by a strange blunder, presented the honom*- 



abk gentlemiRi to Misd North, wbd was accord-^ 
ingiy led'out t6 open the ball' with the Hohoo^ 
able Charles Slender. Emma blushed, and Mi 
that she blushed, and so blushed the more : fbr, 
not being aware that there might be any circum- 
stance o^urring at the ball to^xcite her timidity, 
iheliad not provided, as sotne tremulous dam- 
«d», to conceal a passing natixral blush by means 
of a permanent and artifidal Me. "With the 
exertion of this fal^nde^, th^ ball passed df 
very well. Fot Mr. Turnstile, who was fiur 
better acquainted with the corpcnration, and tfaetr 
families, than was his friend Charles Slender, 
took for his first partner, Miss Simpson, and for 
his seccnid. Miss Clarke, l^ie tongues of all 
Trtickldborough were kept in motion for a fort- 
night by the me^ns of this election ball. Miss 
SimpscHi and Miss Clarke wei^ loud and unani- 
mous iti praise of Mr. Turnstile. He was the 
most perfect gentleman they tad ever seen : 
very likely. He was die best dancer they had 
«ver danced with*" very likely; He was dve 



mmt jiHiniyLui an lit^iad cw mjhm-mbJ 
m^i '^erySk^tm. Bnt fiv «li« HtMunUe 
GhMiee SleDd«, the krfmliMl am m\ ■■irh In 
UKj. HewaA»£aeiaoiaogyvnmgmanfhutwaAa 
roervedi venr kind faeoud, and U wat qmle 
■D act of chari^ in Imn to p^t'—'iwg poor Mm 
North: Uwu^ it would hare been more in ordn 
had be selected for a parbia- soooe one man coo- 
nected with the c(»poratian ; but the Slend^is 
had a]l along very tnudi noticed Mr. NiHth and 
his daughter ; and, peHiaps, it was as well that 
this notice ^lould he taken of Miss Nc^b, were 
it onl; to shew that there was no feeling of hosti- 
lity on the circumstance of the opposition. Some 
persons expressed their surprise, that Mr. North 
should be Bo fortunate as to have Louisa for his 
partner at the balL The most knowing ones, how- 
ever, discovered that it was all previously arranged 
by theSlenderB, who, from a feeling of aristocratic 
pride, did not choose to condescend to dance 
with the pe(i|)li' ni' Oie forpuration ; and there 
was a great liual <f 'kcUon in the discovery 
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ihi^ the NSlender^ were very proud people* To 
be suie they : were yery dnritable, but there 
might be as much of ostentation as of benevo- 
lence in their charity « Then as to Miss North, 
whom nobody scarcely knew bef(»*e5 it was cer* 
taialy very ridiculous for so young and simple 
a looking creature to set herself up before the 
Miss Simpsons, Miss Thompsons, Miss Clarkes, 
and many others ; but she was so proud of her 
father having stood a contest for Truckle- 
borough, that she began to think herself a per- 
son of some consequence. Miss Thompson, 
however, consoled herself, that though her papa 
was in trade, he was a richer man, most likely, 
than Mr. North, who set himself up for a gentle- 
man. Now it is very certain, that the Thompsons, 
Simpsons, Clarkes, and Jacksons had abundant 
right to complain ; they were very ill-used, and 
all their remarks were very just and proper, and 
such as any body would have made in their situa- 
tion, and they did wisely in expressing themselves 
accordingly ; and if Mr. North had petitioned 
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parliament against the return of the two mem- 
bers, the^ ladies ought also to have presented 
m petition for redress, and a new ball, which no 
doubt they would have had granted to them on 
a {sir representation of their case. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Now, pray you« seek no colour for your going. 
Bat bid fartwtU and go. 

SUAKBIPKABB. 

Whek the nominees of dome noble lord are 
chosen to sit in parliament, as representatives of 
any borough, and when they have gone through 
the fatigue, and undergone the civility of can- 
vassing, and have given their constituents and 
» 

their friends a noisy dinner at the largest room 
at the inn, and have afterwards ^ven a ball, to 
mdiich all the neighbourhood is invited; what 
do they do next ? — They invariably leave the 
smd borough town as soon as possible, and turn 
their backs for six years on those most worthy 
and independent gentry) lot whom they feel so 



much, regard, ajod foe whose interests /.^thpif < 
wfaple souls are an»ous aod aliire* TJbe Jionqft^' 
aUe Charles Slender and Mr. Geoffry Tium^ku 
then did no more than what evjerjr one woiildridb 
in their situation: tbey ordered the carnager ti>.» 
be ready about an hour after breakfast, ^ and: 
employed that hour in squeezing the hands /of,^ 
and professing themselves eternally obliged to 
Messrs. Doolittle, Simpson^ Clarke, Dickinoont^ 
Jackson, Thompson, White, Black, BrowB,. 
Green, and Gray: expressing at the same 'tune 
their deep regret, that they must hurry away so 
soon from such valued and valuable friends. 

Their last call was on Mr. North. < Tbe^ 
patriot received them in his morning gown.i^ 
slippers, and, considering his election disa})^' 
pointment, he was in most excdlent spirits. . Jn^i 
deed, it does not become a philosopher to.Jbe^: 
out of spirits on any occasion; he ought .tc^ 
«et the world a pattern of patience : and as for 
a patriot, he ought not to be angry whei^ b^ 
loses his election; it is only for tbo9e who ':ff^ 
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ix)t patriots tey be disappoititi^ and grieved wbea 
tbcfy* lot^ an electioii;; because they are merely 
oti sel&h gi^dundd desirous of entering tbe 
sedate ; whik' the patriot^ on the other bland, is 
n^ver moved by any selfish thoughts : he anti- 
cipates no ' profit, hef is not athbitidus of vain 
gldry, but it is^ purely and sdldhjr for the good of 
his' country^ that he desired a seat and voice in 
the legisllilti^e assembly. Therefore, if a patriot 
has sought for votes and fdrund them not, he 
lUust take it fi»r granted, that his fellow-citizens 
do not need his services, or that they have not 
wit enoQgh to know his merits and value ; then 
he merely pities thetii, and is not ^^mcirtified. 

Theseiiconsiderations^ or same others like tbian, 

• 

influeriiced the' patriot of liie ivy col^tage, and so 
be-^eceived^the farewell oaU c^ the elected' re- 
ptesentativesofTriicklebotmtgh with the utmost 
cheerfulness: «nd good humour. ' ' 

^'^^ Wc^^' gentlen^en, I suppose^ ycnl are now 
pt^aring fdr your departure^ and lookingfor* 
fi^Mtd yd^r great (^tiea a^legisli^t^»i*'-^^ -^ 
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^<<£v€ii 9ov Mr4 NortV' replied/Mr. ^earosi^ 
^ and we have come to take pm kave of < you;; 
we shall be on our joucney ia hasi than an boat* 
If there is any thing im which I cun aewet 3^(ai» 
I beg you will honour me with your cqe^unfi^ids.''^ 

^^Ay, ay, friend,^ replied the fatfifi^ 
*^ statesmen^a lai^uage seems fiEimiliar to yon aU 
ready. Serve your country faithfully, .Mr% 
Turnstile, and you will si^rve me mpalt truly and 
most acceptably.^' 

^< I hope and trust I shall serve my counlry 
fidthfully, but I fear that your opinion&on that 
subject will not exactly coincide with Bsdne ; aiid» 
perhaps, while I ima^ne I am serving my 
country, you may think I am betraying iu*^ 

*^ Come, come. Turnstile," interrupted Chasks 
Slender, ^^ we must not commence a politick 
dissertation this morning, we shall not have tuaa^ 
to finish it ; and if you enter into an argmnaH 
with Mr. North, you may, perhaps, have the worst 
of it. He is fm acute reasoner/^ 

^^ Not acute enough,^' said the patriot with » 
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fliteUe, ^tb QE^iQncieMr. Doolittle andys fidendt 
that my ^ws of p^cy ore prrferaUe to ikem 
of my i Lord Slendar's friends.^ . 
^^That you cannot teU^ tHl you iry."*' 
^*'Wi(M]M yon think it worth whiie <to make 
th^ ex|>eriment, were you in my chuation, snd 
knew as much of TrnckleborcMigh and JuuBsn 
nature as you do ?*^ 

^'■■^* Really I cannot say I should,'^ rqdied rtbe 
representative of Messrs. Doolittle and company; 
^;^lart; Mr. Ninth, if you are desirous of coining 
into paiiiament on the ground at principle, and 
jwdth a view to reform, would it not be better for 
you to make the attempt in some place where 
the voters a/re more numerous and less uabk to 
tbe'«tt£^pioi<m of influmce? ¥ou would stand a 
better chance of being chosen at Westminster 
than at Truckleborough ; theiscot andiot voters 
^> dMat^toyal city are not much under the in-i> 
41iieace'0f the crown or cabinet.^ 
^^I am unknown in that dty/^ said Mti 
North ;"^ but feelii^g it to be my duty asa dti- 
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9m txy contribute tofhe ilkmiifatk^^ of the ^b^ 
lie mind, I may, periiatp^^ floonifakenp my^lp^" 
dence there, and become ad* actki^^^asr'iMl ^us 
hanorary, member of the eonstitutiomal itoiiSlBCjr:^* 

"I think you cannot do better, » with* "ydur 
views,'' observed Mn Turnstile; ** for while you 
are here, you are doing nothing and isaH' do 
nothing: for even supposing you should «eon- 
vince Mr. Doolittle and Mrs. Doolittle^ and^all 
the inhabitants of Truckleborough, men, women, 
and children, and bring them all over to your wqr 
oi thinking, you would then have made but 
comparatively little progress towards enlighten* 
ing the nation." 

Mr. Turnstile made the above observation, 
not by way of sneer, but with a view of provok- 
ing Mr. North to mingle more with society, in 
order that his singularities and oddities should be 
corrected, and his whims become neutralized ; 
for he had already begun to perceive some slight 
change in the philosopher, since his intimacy 
with the family at the hall ; therefore, he hoped, 
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4pd not ^without reason, that a more exteoded 
interccRiroe with society would be' the meatts 
of effectually abating his extravagances. Mr. 
Norths himself, tooy began to grow weary of the 
monotony of a country town. Ivy cottages, and 
rural felicity, and honey-suckles, andnightingales, 
and village bells, are all very pretty in their way, 
and at certain seasons of the year; but they 
wont do all the year round ; they may be very \ 
well to talk about in London, but they are not 
the proper scene for patriotism and public illu- 
mination; and besides, the people in country 
towns and villages don^t know what you mean 
when you call them citizens. There, too, was 
that Dr. MuiHechops, that everlasting rondo of 
loyalty and theology, that most impenetrable of 
all blockheads, that great dam that impeded and 
thoroughly stopped the current of thought, and 
.civilization. To be sure Mr. Lathergills was a 
willing disciple and convert, but Mrs. Lathergills 
was ; almost as bad as Dr. Mufflechops ; and> 
as for poor I^athergills himself, he was rather 



192 TRUCKLEBOROUOH fLAhh. 

Opnverted than enlightened, and he was a tery 
timid man, and, notwithstanding all his oocaakairi 
Mustering, he stood very much in awe <£ Mr. 
and Mrs. Doolittle. AH these things oonndteneti 
Mr. North was beginning to aitortaiii seriooa 
intentions of removing his establiriunent to dhe 
metropolis, where he might have a WKxe cx« 
tended sphere of action. The two representatives 
of Truckleborough expressed their good widief 
for the patriot, and urged him to klUaw up hm 
determination of mixing more with human 
society, giving him at the same time a tew 
friendly and cautiously expressed hints^oudiing 
the danger and inutility of an intemperate seal ; 
but what has principle to do with prudence ! 
Mr. North smiled at their well-intended cautions, 
but was fully resolved to speak out boldly, and 
fulfil his duty, unmindful of any consequences 
which might follow from so doing. He also 
hoped, that by associating more with the firieods 
of reform, he should find bis £eeling8 more 
deeply interested, and have his seal more power- 
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fully exdted; fx uuh is the oonstkutin of 
man^ he must be kqptin conntoMBice bjr his 
'feUow creatures, or his zeal erapoiaftes, and Ids 
ardoiu: oools. Mr. North had already begun to 
e&pefii»ioe this, and he was angry *with himself 
that he was not more angry with othois. His 
courtesy of demeanour to the Slender £unily, 
and the kindly thoughts he entertained of them, 
frequaUly gave him a d^ree of uneasiness, and 
he suspected himself of being a tndtar to the 
cause of liberty, because he was upon good terms 
with a bcNTOugh proprietor. So difficult it b to bt 
at peace with aman, and at warwithhis principles* 
The two representatives took their leave of 
the philosopher, under the impression that they 
should soon see or hear of him in the metro- 
polis, lifung up his voice against the corrup- 
ticm, the sycophancy, the tyranny, the baseness, 
the servility, the venality, and want of public 
spirit, which threatened to plunge England, Scot* 
land, Ireland, and our town of Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, into irretrievable ruin. 

VOL I. K 
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In a few minutes after this interview, CImrles 
Slender and Geoffry Turnstile were on tbar 
road to London ; and, as a country town is a 
very stupid place after the election is over, per- 
hi^s our readers will have no objection to ac- 
company the above-named gentlemen in their 
journey to the great city. Turnstile was the 
first to break silence. 

*^ I suppose we shall receive the congratul»> 
tions of our friends, on our triumph of yester- 
day. It was not, indeed, quite so severe a con- 
test as some of our party have had to undergo ; 
and we had the satisfaction of terminating the 
conflict without much ill-humour on either 
side.'' 

" Yes,'' said his companion. 

** But what an oddity is this North. Who 
would have thought of his ofiering himself to the 
borough ? I have, indeed, been long acquainted 
with him; and I fancy that I know some- 
thmg of his character, but really this last step 
quite puzzles me. It must have been Mr. Jack- 
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son's doing, merely out of optx)sition to Mr.' 
Doolittle. DonH you think so, Slender ?"* 

** Yes," said his compamon. 

^ It is very strange, but I think it will be of 
service to him; for it has brought him to mingle 
alittle more in society, and has, no doubt, driven 
some few conceits out of his head : and I don't 
think him an incurable patriot** 

To this remark, and many others of a dnular 
nature, which were most fluently and copiouily 
poured forth by Mr. TumstHe^ did Charles 
Slender give, from time to time such aoswen^ 
of yes or no, as. they imperatively required^ So 
long as Mr. Turnstile found himself amused by 
the sound of his own voice, so long did lit 
take no heed of the unusual tadtcmitty of hm 
companion; but when be had tired bimsdf^ aad 
was disposed to hear as wdl as to be beard^ be 
presently noticed his friend's sOeoce. 

*< My good firiend, bow fllent yoa gre^.-'^imi 
are you thinking about? Art yoa HM^ta^ 
your maiden ipeedi r* 

m ft 
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. " Why^ no^** replied Charles, " I was on^ 
thinking^^thinking how very — what a ridiculous 
sermon Dr. Mufflechops preached last Sunday. 
That man is a downright fool ; he can certainly 
jinow nothing of my father'*s politics, to think of 
paying his court at the Hall by such intem- 
perance."" 

Turnstile laughed, and thought it very sin- 
gular that his young friend, who was not in 
general much of a sermon fancier, should have 
been so much occupied in dwelling upon the re- 
collection of a political tirade from the rector 
K)f Truckleborough. , 

" A very silly sermon to be sure, but not 
worth thinking of now it is finished. Would 
you have the poor man prosecuted for high trea- 
son in the pulpit, as Dr. Sacheverei was ? We 
do not live in days so unfavourable to tory prin- 
ciples, as to lead one to hope for a very severe 
Terdict." 

** But it was so insultingly personal,*" replied 
Charles Slepder. " What business had he to 
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make such an attack €b Me. ^Conk, vfco 

after all, a rerj wvvdqry 

His politics aie aumewlu i wQd 

but he is very sneerey and, I 

taally fancies that die state 

without the adoption of Ins 
^^So is the dodor ^erj 

believes in the great 

inconvenience of op p o s in g or 

powers that be.^ 

^^As sincere as ignonmc e 

make him,* reqnnded Chailei Sknder* * 
do most cardially hate sndi a dbancter; I hs 

no patience with the man.** 

^ Softly, ac^y, my good tneoAi nam let 
talk seriously to yon. Ton are m young man^ 
and you have all tl|e vic^noe of youth abpi4 
ydii ; but you will do wdl to gofwem and moder 
rate yourself. It is not good pofiey to be sp 
over-ardent in your expressions and feelii^^ 
either of hatred or love. Dr. Muffledidps is ^ 
irery great blockhead, and a coCltemptiUl^ 
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lorn: there can be but one opinioit en that sah^ 
ject ; but you need not let m matter of apadaa 
run away with your self-oommand. I had ex- 
atidy the same feeling as to the impropri e ty of 
bis sermon as you had ; but I £d not think it 
necessary to make so pubhc a disphiy of that 
feding; and^indeed^ there is Tery httle good 
done by that volunteer championship." 

^ My good Sir/* replied the young gen- 
tleman^ whose ardour was by no mems abated 
by this harangue, '* how can you be an advo- 
cate for such time-serving jHincij^es? What! 
am I to behold with calmness and indiftr* 
enoe acts of oppressioo^ and scenes of in- 
jttsdce? Am I to bring i^ my natural and 
honest feelings of contempt for what is base, 
down to the level of a cooly eidculating pru- 
dence, and to a question of personal, selfish ad- 
vantage? No, noy Sir ; I have not yet learned 
to disguise or conceal my feelings, and I hope I 
never shall. ** 

And yet,^ replied Mr. Turnstile^ ^ yoa 
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have the reputation of being a irell-bred man. 
and a gentleman ; and, methinksy it is not easy 
to preserve or acquire that character^ without an 
occasional suppresdon of opinion^ or conceals 
ment of feeling.'' f 

^^ I must beg your pardon, Mr. Turnstile; 
whether my reputation is well or ill deserved, I 
cannot say ; but it does not appear to me that 
inancerity is an essential part o^ the character 
of a g^tleman. There may be, indeed, a bkmt 
rudeness, whieh arrogates to itself the titlie of 
sincerity, and apolo^zes for itself under the 
gaxb of plain dealing : this is, in my estimation 
ungentlemanlike; but a proper and becoming 
pcditenesa is not, therefore, the reverse cf ain* 
eerily." \ < 

, Mr. Turnstile smiled at Im youi^ fiieiid!s 
earnestness, and said, ^^ You were, undoubtedly, 
veiy (oaurteotts and polite in your taking l^va 
of the electors of Truckleborougb , tbis< nipni- 
ing ; and yet| if you were called on to ule^arey 
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on your^bbn^ur, that jou really belteved dH Ym 
laid, you would have some hesitktion;'*" ' * '^ 

" Now, yoti iare carrying the argument' to a 
ridiculous extent ; for the language, which you 
thus characterize as insincere, deceives nobody ; 
it is merely the conventional language of society, 
and the omission of it is an act of rudeness.^ 

^ And you will also find,^ replied Mr. Turn- 
stile, ^^ that it is the conventional practice of so- 
ciety to abstain from an expression of ^ tb^ 
opinions we entertain of men or manners. B^ 
sides, to say nothing more, it is very inconvenie&k 
to expreiss opinions too loudly and too strongly \ 
for a time may come in which a change of opi- 
nion may lead to a different kind of expression, 
and then it will be very disagreeable to have 
odr former language quoted against us, which 
must be the case when we are very violent. NoW 
if we are not too violent and ardent in our exi. 
pressions, but merely belong generally to a cer- 
tidn party, we are at liberty, in case of a changs^ 



tt) explain ;our fprm^r .viejfs apcprdiftg, to. f^^ 

.cum3tanoes: Jbut .wbe]i>o^r h^gj^^gd ia ;v^ 

strong, . it stai^ds pp record againiit, }18^ llpd there 

is no ppssibility ofgamsaying it^ or softej:^^ 

Jt down by explanation or comment.^ 

Charles Slender thought these sentiments mos^ 

abominable;, he had some idea. that Mr. Tu]% 
stile had acted upon them ; but it, quite scan- 
dalized him to h^ar. such principles pps^y #pi4 
ddiberately avowed. He relapsed, therefore, inljp 
his former silence, md meditated agai.n on t^ 
intemperate . zeal of Dr. Mufflechops ; and he 
settled it in his. own mind that the sincerity and 
zeal .of . Mr. North were far more , respectfil^ 
than the same qualities .in the. reverend 499t9^9 
ina^uch, as the philosopher did not carry thfi^ 
to market, and the doctor di^. . The jpiw^y 
was, .therefore, finished in silence,.pr in codcm^c^ 
place desultory, clu^t. 

Assoon as their arrivalin town wasipa^eknpwp, 
,the neF members for Truckjeborough were 
honoured by the. congratulations of their nume- 
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xiMfti iHteds fliiril' vcquamUncd Mr^ Tuittttfllf 
tMkd thitliislBtiikates had Hot fte^^^9Ctiitt*lliBi 
during lus absence ; for not a few, wlif«e{lliKtiM^ 
irere in unison Irxth those of Mr. Ndrt]i, 4iane 
to paj their respects to the a^frly dected- l^jis- 
ktor, and to firge upon the b<MioufaUe gentleHian 
tiie importance and neeessity of snpportii^ and 
advocating tbeprinciplesof parHamentary feforra. 
They had not been fblly aware of the extent i^ 
the revolution which had taken place in the viiid 
and views of their quondam assodate; fortfaoi^ 
he had somewhat withdrawn himself from their 
aodety, and had not recently mingled much in 
their discussions, yet he had rq)resented this 
partial withdrawing, not as a relinquidiing rf 
the principle, but as compelled by circumstances, 
and almost despairing of effecting their object. 
When, therefore, they did pa-eeive that Xh^ 
goodfriend was become a member of the commona* 
house of parliament, imd under the patronage of 
a nobleman who had been generally regarded as 
d liberal principles, they began to entaitam 
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new honour, he liad nol yet obuioeil a 
jdaoe; tor hm tsiUe wm erety nioniiy cotcfed 
with letta% and h» doonercrjr dajhaiegtdhf 
political fiiendf^ and his psiience cadmited br 
hinU^ BiMggeidofDMf reooouneodationf^ andopin* 
iOBs. In lest than a wedL he moved iqpwwds 
cf a faimdred vohiiraioas ontlinea of a |plm 
fiir a speedy, effectoal, te mp er ate , ratioool, eoOi^ 
atituiioBal, practical reform in the eommom? 
house of pazliament. At first he smiled witii 
complacency, and thought them rerj nlly, and 
then he was impatient ^nd angry, and thought 
them troablescane andimpotinent ; andat last he 
laughed 'at them most heartily , thinking them 
outrc^eously absurd. Sometimes^ he was an- 
noyed with a most tedious t^te & t^te with some 
profound poIitiriaR, who seemed to fancy, by the 



204 TKtrcKriO&ORdrOGH H^ti. 

jii^rtaiice'smd de^'gi^vity df his manoK^, ^kfit 
he alone had discovered thb grand/ aedret 'of 
political regeneration, and that without ai|. ittil- 
'mination from his mind, the woi^d muk reinudn 
for ever ih total darkness as *to its intere^. 
At other times, he was scarcely less annoyed by 
A multitude of these gentry, angrily and noisily 
discussing with one another the true and genuine 
principles of reform. To be sure he had nothii^ 
to do but to listen ; for they were not so un- 
reasonable as to expect him to hear and talk 
too; nor had they studied the subject so super- 
jicially, as to imagine that they had any thing 
'}eft to learn. Listening, however^ is no such easy 
jtask, espedally when we have no interest in that 
to which we are compelled to listen, and when we 
have certain reasons which compel us to dissent 
from what we hear, and certain reasons which pre- 
yent us from expressing our dissent. Mr. Turn- 
stile did not betray symptoms of impatience, nor 
drop any expression that might be construed 
into opposition to the views of tha patriots: 




eepedJlj when he owes Us 
of a noble kxd, whose aooi 
to fill the sad 
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CHAPTER. XII. 



When shall oar long-diTided land hate real; 
If every peevish, moody maleconteot 
Shall set the senseless rabble in an mprear? 



Rows. 



Not many weeks had elapsed since the de^ 
parture of the senators from Truckleborough, 
before Ix>rd Slender, and his daughter, with 
Mr. North, and his daughter, joined the party 
in London. The patriot was strongly solicited by 
l4ord Slender, to occupy apartments in his house, 
and regard liimself and daughter as most welcome 
guests; but the spirit of independence, and the 
fear of being corrupted as to the purity of his 
principles, led him to decline the friendly ofifer* 
He, therefore, hired for himself a neat and com- 
modious furnished house^ not far from his lord* 




vs but joit cf jge» dKj 



fiBanfbrthan; tliearisbKxatkadgeBlrjrdrafiiigp 
that Charies Slender ipoold inbibe dcMocnl^ 
tenaments^ and the patiiocs fearing tfaaC the 
puiirf of Mr. North's miiid froald auflSercoD- 
taminatinn ham toA tneadlj hoenaam vi|b 
botao^b-OMMigRsaiidiioblea. NorwaaMr.Nddi 
only in danger from his intunacj with Cbarki 
Skodor: behada still more powerful teoqpter to 
pcAtical aberration in the person of Lomaa, 
wboy without directly aCTailing the patiiot^s creed, 
so discoursed on the grand topics of patriotic 
interest, that they did not appear altogether 
qoite so sdAevident, nor quite so jnetietif as 
the good man had been habituated to regard 
them. 
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. Notwithstanding all untoward dmiiiilaticiNbt 
and in spite of all unfavourable symptomsi 
Mr. North still retained his puritj-andintegrkjt 
and now that he was resident in the great meCip- 
polls, and near theseat of government^ he thought 
it high time to lift up his .voice -against the 
enormous political abuses of the times,- and to 
contribute his mite of co-operation in the gieftl 
and all-absorbing concern of political regeneration. 
Foa: this end he called a meeting of some 
choice and select patriots, with a view of esta- 
blishing something Uke a forum, or debating 
society; in which the principles of govemDoent 
should be discussed freely and temperately, and 
all persons, of whatever opinions, should be 
permitted, and invited to deliver 4;heir 49entiments. 
Thus he thought that by the colUsionof ojnpion^ 
truth would be brought to light, and he knevr 
that truth was great and would prevail. 

The organization of this society was: no 
great difficulty ; but diere .was : some . trouUb 
in procuring a proper place for assembling. ..Tip 
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publicans of that d^iy i^ere fearful of Idsirig their 
licenoes^ or, pei^haps, their headsj and it sigriified 
little to them which they Ibst^ for one was 6f Did 
U9e without the others At last a high-minded 
and public-spirited retailer of Whitbread's eii^ 
tire, Was discovered in Shoe-lane ; his name wai 
Jedediah Crack, and he was landlord of thepub^^ 
lie-house^ called " the Pig's Foot and Pie-cnirt;* 
This worthy citizen, on condition of receiving i 
very handsome consideration for the use of bi| 
dub-room, agreed to ikccommodate the party. 
Proper advertisements were put fortb^ mott 
cflUti(msly worded ; so that, for mj thing thst 
these invitations contained, the patrons of the 
institution might be the lovers of estabfiilied 
government, and the ad vocates of tluogis tbttbr. 
^ Aboiit a quarter of an boor pneviomly to lllir 
ti^ atiBbunced for the taking of ibe diair^ ifi# 
room was tderabty wdl filled^ asd Mr. lHm(k 
and his imro e di at e stqiporten bad smm il^^ 
difficulty in resdmig thai cod of tbe apartanifft 
where was placed ilie pmidealff diair^ Thir 
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proposal, that citizen North should be requested 
to take the chau:, was carried with acclanmtioD ; 
though few persons there present knew who or 
what citizen North was* Citizen North accotd- 
ii^ly acceded to the wish thus unanimously 
and cordially expressed ; taking the chair, he 
bowed most politely to the audience, or com- 
pany, rather more politely, indeed, than one 
citizen should bow to another, for some of the 
party said, that such bending of the body, 
savoured too strongly of courtly manners; but* 
o!thers more candidly attributed it to the respect 
which citizen North bore to the majesty of the 
people. 

The chairman being duly installed, or en- 
throned, proceeded forthwith to the budness of 
the evening, and commenced with a powerfully 
' azgumentative and impressively eloquent q)eech, 
of which only the following meagre outline 
nemains:— *• 

*^ Fellow-dtizens ! we are assembled this even* 
ing at the Fig's Foot and Pie-crust, through 
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the kindness of citizen Crack, and for the pur- 
pose of liberating Europe f¥om tyranny and 
priestcraft. Truth needs only fair scope and 
freedom, and it must prevail. We are as will- 
ing to hear the sentiments of others, as we are 
to utter our own, and in the conflict of opinion 
we may hope fc»* the development of truth. 
Our object is discus^oii, only discus»on; we 
have no seditious or traitorous views; we do 
not desii^ to overthrow the government by 
force of arms, but we desire to purify it by 
force of argument ; we have no wish to subvert 
any thing that is established, merely because it 
i^ established; and all the innovation we de- 
sire is the innovation of improv^iiient. But, 
fellow-citizens! we shall never see the diffu-» 
sicHi of national principles of government, till 
the public mind is enlightened. ' l^bw- 
ledge,' said Lord Baton, * is power.^ Now^ 
if we increase our political knowledge, we 
increase in the same ratio our pc^tieal powers 
For the purpose of acquking and diffusiiig 
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knowledge, this society is fonned ; and what cati 
be a more effectual instrument of inereaaibg 
knowledge than Associations like the present? 
[A tremendous burst of applauseJ\ Let us theq 
proceed to business with all due decorum, re^ 
membering that the eyes of Europe are upoi^ 
us, and that on the vigour and wisdom of our 
deci3ions the slavery or liberty of milliont 
may depend. Our first discussion, fellow-citizena, 
i^ ^ What form of government is best calcui 
lated to secure the liberties and promote the 
happiness of a great and enlightened nation ^ I 
hope that this question may now be fairly and 
freely discussed, and I wish that every faxn&tj 
diould be given for the utterance of every variety 
of opinion, for thus only we can arrive at truth.*' 
A great deal of applause followed this speech, 
and a great deal more applause would have foL 
lowed it, had it not been for the circumstance 
that most of the leaders of the loud expres^ont 
of commendation were desirous of uttering theit 
Qpihicms oh the great question. Therefore, iii 
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soon as the president had closed his introduc- 
tory harangue, and had stated the subject of the 
evening'^s debate, not less than a dozen active 
citizens, whose eyes^ were fixed on the patriotic 
-diairman, and who were unobservant of each 
other, sprang from their seats simultaneously, 
and with one voice exclaimed, " Mister Presi- 
dent." Now, though Mister President waa 
gifted by nature with two ears, and with only 
one tongue, in order, as some wise one has ex- 
pressed it, that he might say little and hear 
much ; yet it was beyond the power of those two 
ears, stretched to their utmost, to receive the 
twelvefold eloquence of the Shoe-lane patriots. 
A task next in difficulty, was to ascertain which 
of the twelve should have the precedence, they 
all rose at once, and, had all at once caught the 
chairman's eye, ^t least so the chairman thought. 
Mr. North was puzzled for a moment, but his 
sagacity furnished presently a clue to the diffi- 
culty^ and he proposed, that, as there was some 
little p^fjp^fntjr Q||i *\ of precedence, it 
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might be as well that age should determine it, 
and that the eldest should speak first, provided 
it could be ascertained which was the eldest. 
JKfow, fortunately this point could easily be as- 
certained, inasmuch, as eleven out of the twelve 
had scarcely finished their apprenticeship, and 
the twelfth had at least completed his sixtieth 
year. This being known to the meeting, a 
general call was made for Mi*. Snubbs. 

Thereupon Mr. Snubbs rose. It is fittings 
however, that our readers should know who and 
what the said citizen was ; for he was a stranger 
even to Mr. North, who had all along been 
rather a kind of aristocratic democrat. Mr. 
Snubbs was by profession a journeyman-printer, 
and had been so for forty years. His political 
idol and philosophic model was Dr. Franklin, 
whose peculiarities he imitated as far as he knew 
them, and whose opinions he adopted as far as 
he could ascertain them. To say the truth, Mr. 
Snubbs was a decided republican, but he wat 
by no means formidable to the existing govern^ 
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tnant. Nature had not constructed his bodily 
frame for acts of personal violence, his stature 
not exceeding five feet, and the dimensions of 
his breadth and circumference being in fair piXK 
portion to his height. His great strength lay 
in his intellect. He was a powerful reasoner, 
and would have converted any one that would 
have had the patience to hear him out ; but, for- 
tunately for the cause of monarchy, no sucb 
person could be found, for in proportion to th^ 
irresistibility of his argument was the intermini^ 
bility of his eloquence, and his logic was alwayt 
conclusive, but never concluded. He was a 
regular attendant at all the debating sodeties 
within his reach, and as regular an annoyances 
till that most wise and salutary law was generally 
adopted, which limits each speaker to a given 
number of minutes. The aspect of Citizen 
Snubbs was not otherwise remarkable, than that 
he wore a neat little curled brown wig, and a 
pair of green spectacles, and his head was rounds 
and his fac^ was round, and his shoulders were 



4c6pi' hi^ eye doyikntiyCxMl '^A" t&'^ i^dlMffini. 
Tha abdvi' described clfiieii tKrirsif»e*'e^ ♦' '' ' 
' ^ Mr. President ! ' As you ha¥e liiiilbdticed 
fitoik the dhbir that the subject foi* our discuil^dj^ 
oil the ' present occasion is, *Whaf form of 
government is best calculated to secuire the 
liberties, and promote the happiness of a great 
and enlightened nation ?' I will take the liberty 
of addressing you very briefly, and in as few 
words as possible, concerning the views and 
opinions, which, from a very considerable and 
deep reflection and meditation, I have been led 
to adopt on this very momentous and interesting 
subject For it is a subject. Sir, in which every 
body is interested and concerned, forasmuch as 
every body in civilized society is either governed, 
or governing: and it is a duty which every one 
owes to himself and to society, to make himself 
fully acquainted with all the principles of govern- 
ment, and to ascertain on what foundation those 
principles rest. Indeed if we do not take pains 



su 



to exflBune die mabfttt im wH km 
ramtficatiGni, and to Inoe k Hianks 
and, if I my wpak Sgaatawtij^ mJlitM 
denngs and aerpentiDe imdnhfinei, we mmj be 
most eaaij deoaved sad impiMed upon, jod oar 
liberties may be suneptitioiisly wrested oat of 
our hands by violoioe, fraud, or deceit. Hare 
we not inrariably and unifixmly £iund, generally 
speakings that those peoffie and nations aie 
most gro^y oppressed where the sdence cf 
goYemment is least understood, and least fre- 
quaitly discussed? Lod^ Sir, at Turkey, 
look at Morocco, look at China. These people 
have not the slightest notion ci the grounds oi 
government; they know nothing of the social 
compact, which is the great baas of civil sodety. 
It would be a labour worthy of a citizen of the 
world to translate the writings of Algemcm 
Sydney and John Milton into the Chinese lan- 
guage. But, to return from this digression, and 
to advert more especially and particularly to the 
subject at present under discussion, the question 

VOL I. L 



how before ub i^ '^frhftt fbiin ^t ^^tntikl»i^^is 
best? or to th^i e£fectj ^ I fi^gel »^e> |iMKie 
form in which you put the qoescioii ; tbat, bcnr- 
ever, is die meanidg of it. Now, Sity them ^are 
neven or eight prdiminary ccmsideradona^ to be 
gone over, before we can fully and acciitatefy 
enter into the subject^' 

We will venture to decide for our readers, 
that they are by no means desirous of reading 
these seven or eight preliminary considerations, 
and even if they are desirous of it, they cannot 
be indulged, inasmuch as these seven or eight 
preliminary considerations were not uttered by 
him who threatened them. The citizens assembled 
at the Pig's Foot and Pie-crust dreaded the pre- 
liminary considerations, and, therefore, did they 
express manifold signs of impatience, so that 
the indefatigable orator was compelled to teimi- 
nate more abruptly than suited his inclination 
or intentions. There was considerable confusion, 
and much obstinacy on both sides, and many 
appeals to Mister President These appeals at 



which recouMiieodefl IV^rti^nubbB t^yi^^ ^ tjbe 

^ sense pf t tb^ ji^et^^ngi r w^d ,io . i^e^^r^ '»f artJwr 

remarlfsfpr'a re;4y. .Mr.iS^nubbs aoqiiiesi^. 

Our ^reporter could Bot oaitch. the nao;^^ oj^ the 
sj:)eaker who «uodeeded. He differed i^ery 
widely from Mr. Snubbs ih appeariUM^ nod 
moDiier. 09e was tall and thin, with a ;k)ng 
hatchet face^ and sharp twinkling eyes,twith a few 
diort bristling hairs upon his head, like quilk on 
. the "fretful porcupine/* Whai he rose to speak,he 
looked so fierce that the audience seemed resigned 
to undergo whatever length of eloquence he 
might choose to inflict upon them. He did not 
wear the aspect of one who seeks with winning 
eloquence to persuade, or by potent arguments 
to convince. He rather seemed to look defi- 
ance to all opponents, and to carry on his coun- 
tenance an anticipated sneer of contempt for all 
who might be by nature so unfortunately stupid 
as to differ from him. 

" 1 differ in toto, Mr. President, from the 

L 2 
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opinions whiph the last speaker was about to 
express. There is nonnecessity for any preli- 
minary consideratioQs : it is as c^ear as day-Iiffht 
that tb^ best system of gqverpment is that^ 
which is most according to na|;ure ; now nature 
has formed us equal, and that, system mu^ be 
bad which introduces, sanctions, or establishes 
inequality. I know nothing about rank. One 
man is as good as another : and one nu^i ha9 
the same rights as another, and wy mafi who 
gives up his rights is a poltroon ^d a coward. 
There is no form of government which can be 
callM rational, except a purely republican form : 
I say, a purely republican form. I don't mean 
a rfjpublic where a few overgrown wealthy men 
have all the power in their own hands, but ^ 

republic where every individual has a real as well 

... .^ 

as a nominal voice : any thing short of this is 
tyranny. I pity the understandii^g which re- 
quires elaborate arguments to prove jthis, point/' 
This last sentence convinced tl^e mejeting aj 
pnce. A ^ud and kvi^hexp^ndi^re of applause 
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vastliie natural result of so much eloquence, 
and so much wisdom. Our reporter could not 

c 

heljp regretting t^at so valuable a band of patriots 
as were assembled that evening in Shoe-Iahe, 
should be altogether lost to their country ; see- 
ing that, under thdr auspices^ the nation would 
have flourished so much more, and that all the 
civilized world would have derived incalculable 
benefit from such an administration of affairs. 

Feeling the impulse of this eloquence, and 
eager to partake of similar applause, a number 
of the company were beginning to speak at once, 
and such was their enthusiasm, that they were 
beyond the readb of the president's gentle call 
of "order.'^ One, however, rather louder than 
the rest, made himself so far heard as to convey 
to the' meeting a proposition to change the sub- 
ject" of discussion. '^ Fellow-citizens !*' he. ex- 
daimed, '^ thefre is no farther need of debating 
about the best form of government, every fool 
knows that ; let us direct our attention to the 
meana , of establiahing that form of 



dofls not cc^i^ of wQrd& but ^c^ast*' ,. ..; 

Ji miiimur of minted appUiisp t|p4 4Ji^^{4PRl?P^; 
fa#tiop%fbl]bw^,this {ffoposal ,Mn.^jN[orUi ,fe|t. 
him$elf sG»i9what alaianBd at language wlljc^: 
savoured aa strongly o£^ sedition; The. pieeting; 
now became more tmnukuous^ and . oeuE^uskHI 
vaaithe ordeF of the day. Pxeseatly iHk yw 
ob8erve4 th^t .tha lights were gradually disap^ 
peaMng, and that the number of the company 
was increased. In. this stage of the bunnees it- 
seemed eli^ble to the president to dissolve the 
mdeting and retire. The meeting, howjever, 
would not be dissolved, and the president fimnd 
it m^ easy matt^ to quit his post. Ha now 
p^veeived that he was not entirdy auiroiipd^' 
willii' pure, republicana and- disinterested, . jf9^. 
tiAotSf He had the honor to be, in* coi|qfiai^|r.^ 
vatk divi^rs public officers, and as he ent^ajpsd: 
no.- fav%>uj?able sontitt^ts towards the^ fS^^T 
Hem^ and did npt, desir^ to try, iirbetbc9r 
hi« 4»eMjKn€CtA nogb^ a}^rove jp% fi^thfCfr a^^ 
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qualntance, he felt still more anxious to depart 
from the confusion and noise of the apartment. 
Two modes of retiring presented themselves to 
our hero's anxious mind : viz, the door and the 
window. Two difficulties presented themselves 
at the same time : viz. how to get at the door, 
and how to get from the window. 

With that promptness of decision, which dan- 
ger alone can inspire, the patriot made towards 
the window, and to his very agreeable surprise, 
found that to descend from thence to the street, 
was no great difficulty. As soon as he felt him- 
self on firm ground, regardless of the dignity of 
a philosopher and a regenerator of Europe, he 
ran with most ungainly celerity till he had cleared 
Temple-bar. Then he paused to take breath, 
and to commune with himself touching the steps 
which he should take to keep himself out of the 
hands of his enemies. He had good hopes that 
bis own residence was unknown to them, and all 
that they were in possession of was his name, 
and, perhaps, a slight tecoUecuon of his person. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
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Thou can'tt not lay 1 did it. 

- As soon as Mr. North reached fak hoBte^ Ms 
first care was to change his disordered fwnieiit; 
which bad suffered no slight inconveni^ee .in 
bis scrambling out of window, and in' his post* 
haste run through Shoe-lane and Fleetnitreet. 
His next movement was to call on his old friend 
Turnstile, in order to consult what was best to 
be done in this emergency : for he was fully< con- 
vinced that the intarruption of the meeting was 
not accidental, and he began to fear that some 
traitors to the sacred cause of hberty, lurkfid 
under the aspectof zealota HecouUnot otberw 



wise account for the intempecanceand folly of 
the last speaker, who had boldly and- loudly re- 
commended to prodeed to aetion. For though 
our worthy piatriot had '^ very exalted notions of 
the efficacy of mind and of the power of truth, 
he was not so far gone in ab3urdity as to imagine 
that any political regeneration or great revolution 
could be effected by meaiis of a little band of citi- 
zens, like that over which he had been just pre- 
siding as chairman: sanguine as he might be in his 
expectations of great benefit to be derived from 
free unfettered discussion, he did not think that 
t^e.phyaicalforoe th^e assembled was quite equal 
tacthe task of changing the form oi ^i^^^trtaietit: 
Whto,' therefore, he h^aJid it pmpdsal to a|ipiy 
tiiem^vesto immediMe iHea^tirie^, in drdkf^U 
atlAittUhe best f©rm of goveffittierit, h^^^V^jr 
iMrtur4ly oottcluded that i^uchl pt-opafeal d(6tel* 
<oiiiy<€(mi0from a ooiujeeled^flteri^y ; aM^ltt^ 
^•tj^t fs^ideiitlhe'Bl^ng \hilf iiit^ttpi^ hf^ 
^tei-'mtr^liGd^'of^ pdfe^ iffi(5<^, >Iii #aii^^*aP 
iasdle(i(liUliilbd^imd4li^^H^^kto 
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' On hi»«n^ival/'at Mr. Twrnei^t^M homa^hr 

but engaged at a party ati< lumd 'SlftadctW 
Late' dd it ira^ near midBigk^ wiikb or iormeip 
i^n ^i^ ^etyhtk, the temftid and peiplexasdi 
pitriot j betook bitiiself ta the house of bivnobk 
friend, tellere he found a large partj aasenibled^ 
most of wbom were itf^mgetiB to bimr He 
soon deitoried hio friend Turnstile engaged at 
the same card (able with Lo^ Slender. Not 
willing to manife^ any tokens of a^tation^ so 
as to draw the attention of the rei^ of the 
company, he merely Contented himself with 
just catching the eye of his two friends, and 
receiving an acknowledgment of recognition. 
He then took his station by the table, in the 
attitude of a listless lounger. - 

The game was soon finished, and supper 
was announced. In the movement which 
followed this announcement, Mr. North con- 
trived to let Mr. Turnstile know the danger 
to which he had been exposed, and the appre> 



under vluch he mvi labouved, and 
conduded bjr asking his advioe as lo tthe safiealf 
mode of ! proceeding; 

<' My good fiiend,'* said Turnstile^ << I am 
sadly afmid you have got yourself into a t&pj 
awkward ntuadon. But what officers were 
they who intnrupted you? If they wei!« 
only some of the city constables, they can 
know nothing about you, and after idl they 
will not think of coming here after yqu.^ 

^^ There were traitors I fear in our own 
party. The interruption was premeditated, and 
there was an obvious intention of converting 
the assembly into a seditious meeting." 

<< Well, weU, say no more about it now : I 
will go home with you after supper, and we 
will consult what is best to be done. In the 
meantime make yourself easy.'' 

The last piece of advice was very good, and 
because it is so good it is often administered; 
its only defect is, that it can never be taken. 
Mr. North could not make himself easy ; and 



tAmti^JBogat^ Mvi. NocthiiAoBgltt that ion juii 
ifeiade hjovelf. .^retifliidiioidoiur;! atuit^wfaGajtlKt 
feeling assailed him^ as it occandnUy did^ilir 
ma always extremely amiajj^ed. •^^ fcertsat ieit • 
taiUe he was* absflBt and fidl sof thought^ -and 
Qverj movement seemed full of danger^- •: ' ; > 

• So completely was our Jieto- absorbed- v^ 
potidoal apprehensioBSy that be did -not even 
notice Louisa Slender^ who at anotheir lime 
would have been the centre of his- attentions 
aiod politeness. It might, indeed, be rather 
fortunate for the patiiot, that his concern was 
at this lime most powerfully concentrated yi 
himself; otherwise he might have felt some 
slight pangs of jealousy. For seated next to 
the lady now named, was an accomplished and 
gallant cavalier, whose attentions were unre^ 
milting and apparently most acceptable. These 
two laughed loud and talked loud, and seemed 
mightily pleased with their own and each other's^ 
wit. In the young gentleman was an air of 
courtly ease^ and a lodk of confidence and sdf^ 



isBtisfaotioDi* rHe app^Aved lihi oaenKrbo/liid 
been aoGUstooied.toirk^eiTe liamagli,>iui^ whomb 
ciffdukary hdbitt was ^t of < CGmdescemioiiw 
Hi8\lcx>k rvas patronizing. . Br degrees -his 
attention became^ more dividedy aiid.every>tuMr 
and then he .vouchsafed a move of reoognitkm 
tp one or another of the companj.' When 
Lord Slender caught the ' stranger^s eye, tbei^ 
.was a matual bowing and smiling. 

** You have joined our party rather late this 
.evening,^' said his lotdship; ^^ I suppose when 
parliament meets we shall have still less of your 
good company.'' 

>^ You have already less of it than I could 

wish.'' His lordship bowed again. The words 

had scarcely been uttered, when a ccmfused 

noise was heard in the hall, and a calling out 

for Lord Vellum. With a polite bow to Louisa^ 

and an important bow to Lord Slender, the 

accomplished visitor retired. 

;- "Is that Lord Vellum?" said Mr. North, 

to his friend Turnstile ; <^ is not he one-—'' 

Mr. N(Mth was interrupted and prevented from 
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pmb €f Aft cfftfxsfhay^ nii Mb. 'JEoonMlile tfuony. 
tbe teatf who were crovduig rcmiid a peraon^ 
"Wto had enteved the room aUnost .ai^ the 
mammt' thai Lcurd VeUiim had kft i^> and 
wm horrifying his heaierawith an acoomit of 
ariBOBt dreadfol oonspuacy and rebellion itt the 
aity. He had reo^ved his informatioQ. froBi 
the best 'authority, and indeed had acoompanied 
the geAtleman, who had beai sent ta request 
XjQfd Vellum's immediate attendance at the 
Borne Omcfs. 

Mr. North was thunderstruck, and his teeth 
cliattered, and he began to think of Algernon 
Sidney, and Lord Busseil, and Pym, and 
Hampden, and Tower Hill, and Louisa Slender; 
and of the sweetly persuasiye tones in which his 
gentle and affectionate child had endeayoured to 
withdraw his attention from the turbulaice oi 
politics; and his eyes wandered, and his colour, 
or rather all manner of colours, kept coming 
and going; and bad he not been whispered and 
^ted iolo flpmething Uke self-possessim by hia 



fin^ Tuiw^l^* be yfooiA ha^e oiade a aeofxiA 
eiiHii3Bkm tbrough ^iriodow ; but was keptddm 
by his Tery Ssars. 

<< But stay," said L(»rd Slender, << stay, lei 
us hear all the particulars of tbiaoonspiracy and 
rebellion. Are th^ actually in anns in tbe dty i" 
*^ I cannot ifieak positively, my lord ; and, 
indeed, I am not sure that I am at liberty to 
mention all I know in this early stage of tbe 
business ; but the conspiracy is fully detected, 
and twenty or thirty of the ringleaders w» 
secured, and will be examined this very night, 
or rather morning, before the privy council." 

'^ If the conspiracy be detected, there can be 
no danger in telling what you have beard ; you 
have no ofBcial responsibility.*' 

" True, my lord, and most likely the whole 
account will be in the morning papers. The 
fact then is, that as early as twelve o'clock at 
noon, information was received at the Secre- 
tary of Sute*s Office, tbat tbe '^ which 
government bad been ki Id 
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'^^Ofa iio! -not tbat^^I am sure-^I beliete'k 
wa^ the^ latig's 'H^ad, <k 9Gfiiiided <T«ry mudi^ 
like that I am certam tbat iv^aB^the^naHie. ^-nkti * 
th^^SSi^'« Head Tavern vthoie was topberdit 
meetiiig held' in the evening, atinme^b^ckxsfei * 
Their object was, in the first instance, t<i^'deciil« 
the Tower, then to take possession of the Bank, 
and then to march up to St. James's, to 
^secure the person of the king, and to proclaim a 
republicah government ; and to compel -the 
king to abdicate the throne." 

To all this, Citizen North did mentally plead 
not gtiilty. What a blessing it is toiiave a good 
conscience. But at the hearing of this terrible 
j[)lot, the company were most dreadfully alarmed, 
and they gathered round the narratoi* with 
additional eagerness, as if desirous of hearing 



is xhe love /of .^Kf^m^ 4a » tl^ Jhumiui, bjieas^ , 
thttkrmaBldiidare%no booh^t astpund^ by sonie , 
dwful calamity, than they wish to have it j^tt, 
more intensely awfak i The narrator, then.pnv 
ceeded to tell my Lord Slender aad his party, 
that, in conatequenoe of the informatiQn receive^ 
at the Home Office, measures were taken far 
nipping in the bud thisr most desperate coiifpi- 
racy. .The guards were doubled at the B^nk« 
and twenty rounds of ball cartridge were served 
out to them. The Tower was nearly filled with 
armed soldiery, and two or. three troops of 
cavalry were ordered, to keep possession of St 
James's Park, and watch aU the avenues of the 
palace. In the meantime, a select and ^powerful 
perty of police cheers were sent off to the 
city, to the King*s Head .Tavern, in order to 
secure the ringleaders of the conspiracy. 
** Now that," exclaimed my Lord Slei^der, 
is what I call acting with vigour and decK 



4< 
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flimi. And so jrou s^, tilkd tMtotjr* bt tfiitry (d 
tJkoe traton are di^dy fif^eiii^ ?^ ^' '^ " '' 

^^ExacUy so, my Lord: aocid iti^'to bi^ 
hoped, that if a promp't ffitamp}e is 'made' of 
them, the spirit of rebeUion will be efl^ikDy -^ 
subdued.'* - ^ ; 

** Ay, ay,"** said Lord Slender; **there^i» 
nodiing so good as seizing the rihgleaders^^lSlcff 
do all the misdiief ; the people would be quiit 
enough, if there was nobody to lead thetn on to 
insurrection and rebdlicm**^ 

^ But I am Sony to say, my lord, that the 
chief conspirator ha^ escaped, or, at all erents, 
is not yet taken-^for he cannot evade the vigi- 
lance of the offices/' 

^* Who was he E what is his name ?'* 

^ His name is not mentioned ; but, I uilder- 
stand, he is a man of high rai^k, and of gr€M 
influence/' *. i 

^But how did he escape? Why did 'not 
Utty seize him first F'' iri u - 






T^UCKLKBOROUG^ HALL. 5235^ 

.it ■ * - ' ' ' V ■ 

.^Mt;iE( m^f vxy lotd, that he e$^ped by. 
clambering up a ci^iuiuiey^ an^ so gqt away by, 
the rqofs; oi the^ adjoinipg .bouses; but it is 
tbougbt tb^t he jna^ be yet concealed >in soaie 
gamret qv> gellar iu the neighbourhood, and ft 
vigiknt search is now. making for him." 

^VWdl, the vigour of government^ and its* 
vigilipice^ 19 truly astonishing. How can they 
beqome acquainted spjopunutely with all the plots> 
and plaosr q£ oonspiratora ?" 

^ They have an eye on 8uq)icious character-Ss^' 
my lord; and thei^ is always to be found some 
one. or other of the conspirators, who will, for a . 
consideration, give ample intelligence.^ 

*^ But is there not some danger,^ interrupted > 
Louisa, *^ that these informers^ may, for a 
coigifi^raiJQn^ oceanonidly invenl^ magnifyi or 
m^aplotr . I , 

Ta this remark the narrator looked a loAfi 
ai|dsnuied a nsile of iooreduli^') he vas quite 
astonished that any ooe should, foB-aimoBieiM&^c 
imagine, that any eonobderation whatever should-. 
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loQ^lft tr^tor to act) treitoli^voiisl^ ta hi» 

j>fon^ of the OQinpanjir seoonded^the Au^cioift, 
for it wpuld have, been m pity to spoil sinch' a 
beautifully horrible conspiracy, by any auspldkni 
that there could be exaggeration or. fidsehood in 
soy part of the. Btory. . So they all Bgi:eed to be 
most hecurtily frightened ; many of thezn^ indeed^ 
seemed listeniog for the report of musketry^ 
and they had doubts as to the expediency of 
tirusting their elegant selves to the dai^rs of the 
public streets. But when, listening, they heard 
QPily the yoice of the watchman, drawling out; the 
hour, and announcing his atmospherical intelli- 
gence ; and when the rattling of coach-wheels 
gave signal that all was well without, the ymbors 
began to depart, quite as much d^Ughted with 
the intelligence of the conspiracy as with; any 
part of the evening^s entertainment. Just as Mr. 
Turnstile*s carriage was announced, and Mr. 
ISforth and he were moving towards the door, the 
gentleman who had brought intelligence of the 
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eaak^r^j^ v^liMkA^^ihi^^^ he MAbiAitiJdi 
one important part of the information, ofiifhkfc 
he wa^ in po^ei^i^kxi, and diti^ was tb^ feet, 
th{^ i^faeiif the chief Meanspirator w^ Scrambliiy]^ 
upf the chimney, h^ ditjpt fhiifl his hand^^^^d^ 
pocket, aaimportaiit^pap^drdocutilcWt, by i^hJch 
the whole scheme of Jtb6 con^iracf was brbugHt 
tb light, and by Whieh^^nvktioti cotild be 
fastened on the aa^ch traitbn - ; r >. 

Now, when Mr. North hi^iatrd 'this piteie of 
intdhgence, his inind Was cbhddefably'i^t^ase : 
for he was very sure that he had not been in 
possession of any paper or papers cdntaining 
seditious matters. He had in th^ course of thte 
narration,' had his doubts tii to the vei^ity of hisr 
implication iii the grand cdnspirkcy. "He Vas^ 
odtidcibus that his p^rty had no iUore ihtetitidh' 
of' taking possession of the Bank atid l*6wcfr, 
thkh they had df settiirg the Thimfes on filler' 
aftd bethought it itnpoSiiible that 'atly -oii^^ dbttt^ 
flifetake the Pig's Footibr th6 Kiiig^ Hfei!d ; ^^ 
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Window for the chimney ! He ecmdudedf w&te* 
<fore» that he had been needlessly alanned^ and 
took it for granted that there was really eome 
conspiracy, and that the officers, or sq^ne part of 
them, might have been misled as to the place of 
•assembling, or that some evil-disposed persons 
:had maliciously interrupted the meeting of the 
friends to reform, and that he himself had been 
rather too soon frightened. With this thought 
he composed himself. 

When they were seated in the carriage, his friend 
Turnstile began to expostulate with the patriot 
on the folly and danger of engaging in such des- 
perate enterprizes. " There, North, now you see 
into what difficulties you have been drawn by 
not taking the advice which I gave you. I was 
sure that your schemes could never succeed, and 
that they would be good for nothing, if they did 
succeed. How is it that you have so soon 
formed this extensive plan, for you seem to me 
to be the leader P'' 

^^ I assiure you, my good friend, that you are 
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in a great errory if you fancy that I am the leader 
of this conspiracy, or indeed that I nn at all 
engaged in it/' 

"Why, did not you come trembling in to 
Lord Slender's, and tell me all about it with 
your own lips ?" 

*^ I certainly told you that I had been strangely 
interrupted at a meeting, which had been called 
for political discussion ; and I did also, at first, 
imagine that this was the meeting which had 
been dispersed by the officers, and the leaders 
of which were apprehended: but when the 
informant went into the particulars, I was 
satisfied that he was speaking of an afiair in 
which I am not implicated. When he mentioned 
so positively that the place of assembly was the 
King's Head, and that the chief of the conspira- 
tors escaped up the chimney, and that he was a 
man of high rank, and, lastly, that he dropt some 
seditious papers in his flight, I was convinced that 
I could not be the person, and, that mine was not 
the meeting alluded to. Besides, my friend, 
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yoa know that my principles do not admit of tht 
use of violence, and to take possession of* iSbtt 
Bank would be an act of absolute injustice, and 
would be depriving the rightful owners of their 
own undoubted property. I assure you that I 
am perfectly innocent of all this.'' 

" You may be very innocent of any intention 
to seize the Bank or the Tower, and yon may 
not have made your escape through the chimney, 
but I am still of opinion that you are the person, 
and that your's is the party in question. It is 
very easy, in a hurry, to mistake Pig's Foot for 
King's Head, and window for chimney.'* 

" But what seditious paper could I let fall in 

* 

making my escape ? There I am quite sure 
that all parallel must cease.'' 

" Oh ! you might have dropped a letter out 
of your pocket, or a tailor's bill, or an invitation 
to a dinner party." 

" But in such paper there might be no sedition 
or actual treason." 

"There might not in so many words, but 
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t^e][e might be found oc fancied some tr^adonaUe 
^ allusi(»s. At all events you will do wel^'^to 
make preparation, and consult with your lawyer 
,as soon as posssible^ and prepare your defence.'^ 
The patriot smiled at Mr. Turnstile's fears, 
and by this time the carriage had reached Mr. 
North's abode, and there he alighted. His in- 
quiries were all satisfactorily answered. His 
daughter had retired to rest at her usual hour, 
and no stranger had called since he left home. 
He was now convinced that all was safe. 
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CHAPTEB XIV. 



Withdraw, my lord. 111 help yon to a horse. 

Shakipba&x. 



On Mr« North's breakfast table lay a moming- 
paper. When the patriot met his daughter at 
breakfast, and had told her of his visit on the 
preceding night to Lord Slender, but not of 
his flight through the window of the club-room at 
the Pig's Foot and Pie-crust, he opened the 
paper with great composure. His eye soon 
caught the intelligence announced under the 
inviting title *' horrible conspiracy.'" Under 
this inscription the patriot read as follows : 

*' It is our painful duty to communicate to the 
public the particulars of a most diabolical plot. 
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xphich, we have the happiness to say, has been 
discovered and destroyed. It may be in the 

<m 

recollection of some of our more discerning 
readers, that we threw out some hints of this 
nature, as far back as Inst January, though not 
in language sufficiently obvious to alarm the 
unthinking, yet plain enough to excite the vigi. 
lance of those most deeply concerned. We are 
happy to find that his majesty's ministers have 
had the wisdom to attend to our suggestions, 
and that we have been the humble instruments 
of saving our country from a revolution, dmilar 
to that which has deluged the fairest provinces 
of France with blood. This conspiracy had 
been ^ing on for several months. In order to 
avoid detection, the conspirators had continually 
changed their place of meeting, always seeking 
some obscure public-house: and last night they 
held their meeting at a house in Shoe-lane.*" 

" Shoe-lane !*' silently echoed Mr. North. If 
any of our readers are critical enough to ask^ 
what is meant by a silent echo, we will he candid 

M 2 
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^ough to tell them that we cannot tell theuL 
Besides, it is very rude to interrupt a story by 
asking for explanations. Mr. North read <m 
with somewhat less composure : 

^^ Early yesterday morning information was 
received at the office of the Secretary of State 
for the home department, that a meeting of the 
conspirators would be held that yery eyening in 
Shoe-lane. A detachment of police officers was 
immediately ordered to be in readiness to hastra 
to the spot at the hour of meeting : and such 
was the vigilance of the officers, that not one of 
the conspirators would have escaped, had they 
not been rather too late and somewhat over- 
powered by numbers. As it was, however, two 
are in custody, and were examined last night 
before the privy council. Their names, are 
John Nokes, a haberdasher^s apprentice, and 
Thomas Styles, a knife grinder. Immediately 
after their examination, they were sent off to the 
Tower, under a powerful escort of the Guards. 
Nothing has yet transpired of the result of their 



gflta^avliMf battoo^ a liladL aid ydlov 



cattm Jdockiiigi: be 
about fleventeen jean old, fidr coaaifiaatMk, 
large dull grey eyes, Tcry amill moiitb, smb 
DQse, and a TCfj Taooitlook. Thomas Styles 
appeared to be between aerentj and eighty, 
very tall and roond Arinldfred, has but one cye» 
andno teeth: he was diesaed in a short shabby 
Uue coat, no wnstooat, and a pair of greasy T^ 
▼eteensmalLdothfs, Mae worsted stoddngs, very 
much darned, and huge patdied shoes. They 
were taken to the Tower in separate carriages, 
and especial care was had, that they should 
hold no intercourse either by w€»ds at agns. 
But the most important £ict is, that a paper, or 
document, was picked up by the officers, and 
this document fell from the pocket of the chief 
conspirator, as he was making his escape 
through the window. In this paper, we under- 
stand, the whole scheme of the plot is fully 
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developed ; and we hear that penons high in 
rank are deeply implicated. By the paper, 
which has been so fortunately jacked ilp, it is to 
be hoped that most momentous and valuable 
discoveries will be made." 

When Mr. North had finished reading the 
above, he was greatly surprised, and somewhat 
alarmed. He was as innocent of tifeason as 
any man living ; but he recollected the faUe, 
which represents the ass putting himsetf to a 
voluntary banishment, lest his long ears mi^t 
be interpreted as horns ; and the patriot was 
fearful, lest his own long-eared speeches on 
reform, might be construed into horns of 
sedition or treason. But the document, 
what could that be ! He had no recollection 
of having had about his person any papers what- 
ever. He concluded, of course, that this 
must be altogether a mistake, or that some 
one of the party might have carried with him 
some scheme, or outline of a parliamentary 
reform, and that this might have been left 



TRUCKLEBOROUGH HALL. S47 

behind. At all events he was most happy t^ 
find that his name was not mentioned, and he 
hoped, therefore, that it was unknown. 

Very soon after breakfast was finished, and 
while the patriot was divided between saving 
the country and saving his own bacon, Mr. 
Turnstile was announced ; the very worst man 
in the world at this momentous crisis : for he 
would only discuss the matter as a concern of 
prudence and a question of personal policy* He 
was one of those myriads whose conduct is a 
practical parody of an old saw ; for, as the wis^ 
ones of a former generation have said, ** If every 
one mends one, all will be mended,"^ so do the 
knowing ones of the present, seem to think that 
if every one takes care of one, all will be taken 
care oL 

" Well, Mr. North," began the prudent M. P. 
as soon as they were closeted together, ^^ I sup- 
pose you have had the satisfaction of reading in 
the paper an account of your grand exploit of ladt 
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night But, pray, how became you acquamted 
with those two enlightened and distinguished 
citizens, whom the civil power has so rudely 
seized r* 

^^ I have no personal acquaintance with the 
men of whom you speak. But, why. Sir, 
should you apply to them, by way of sneer, the 
epithets distinguished and enlightened ? It is 
true, by their arrest they may be distinguished, 
and why should they not be enlightened, not- 
withstanding the youth of the one and the me- 
chanical employment of. the other? You do 
wrong in forming your estimate of mind from 
adventitious and external circupistances. Had 

citizen Styles been the son of a peer ^^ 

^^ He would not have, been a knife-grinder," 
interrupted Mr. Turnstile, *^nor a regeneratc»r 
of Europe. But truce with cant ; I have called 
on you tp consult about your own safety. We 
live in ticklish times« and we must take care of 
ourselves. Now, what steps do you. propose to 
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take ? Do you intend to remain in London, or to 
make yourself scarce for awhile ?^ 

"I do not think that it would be becoming 
and suitable, that I should desert the cause in 
the hour of danger.'^ 

" My dear fellow, the best way in the world 
to show that you love liberty, is to keep yourself 
out of prison. If you remain here you will 
certainly be arrested; and what then ?" 

" Then I shall bear my testimony to the great 
cause of liberty." 

^^Bear testimony to a fiddlestick. Why, 
what use will your talking be to the country i^"" 

" Mr. Turnstile, you will make me angry, if 
you treat subjects of this nature with levity. 
True it is that my individual voice will not 
have much eflfect; but, if every one withheld 
his co-operation from public duty, on the ground 
of the insignificance of an individual, what a 
loss would thereby be sustained by society. 
One person can do but little, and that little it 

H 8 
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is his duty to do: and for my own part, I am 
resolved to act conscientiously." 

Having s^d this, Mr. North looked very 
grave, and Mr. Turnstile looked grave aho; 
and, in a more serious tone than he had used 
before, he added— 

*^ I assure you, my friend, that I have not 
the slightest wish or intention to lead you to 
trifle with what you think to be your duty; 
but, I would endeavour to convince you that 
self-preservation is as great a duty as any other, 
and that without first discharging that duty, 
you will not be able to discharge any other. 
Now, if you do not take care of yourself, you 
will, in all probability, be apprehended and 
brought to trial for sedition, and then probably 
be transported for fourteen years, or even for 
life ; and what benefit will then accrue to the 
cause of liberty ? I will tell you in true serious- 
ness, you are labouring under a delusion ; you 
are giving the multitude credit for many vir- 
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tues, and much intellect which they do not 
possess.^^ 

" My good friend* I thank you for your kind 
intentions towards myself, but I must differ from 
you in the opinion which I entertain on subjects 
of policy. I know that you have imbibed the 
common-place prejudice against what you are 
pleased to term the multitude — ^you see this 
multitude only at a distance, you regard it only 
in the gross, you do not take into consideration 
the elements of which it is composed.'^ 

^* Well, well, we must not discuss these mat- 
ters now, or you may be taken up and sent to 
prison before we have done. Now, will you 
let me persuade you to leave London imme- 
diately ? The men who have been apprehended 
will, in all probability be discharged for want 
of evidence to prove any thing definite against 
them; they will pa^s as mere spectators, but 
you were in the chair, a speaker and a ring- 
leader : against you there would be a more pal- 
pable charge, and in the minds of a jury a 
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Stronger prejudice. But when. - the; bustle k 
over about these prisoners, you will be no imnre 

w 

thought of or sought after.!' 

Mr. North had no great objeoticm to personal 
security, but he did not altogether, approve of 
owing his safety to his in^nificance ; .be, there- 
fore, re-kindled at the idea, and repUed :— - 

^^ Very true, I may be thought of as a person 
beneath the notice of a prosecutor ; but, con- 
temptuously as the leading men in the govern- 
ment may think of me, they may hear from me 
some home truths, and some truths not most pa- 
latable or acceptable to courtly ears : and, me- 
thinks, if I stood before their tribunal I could 
utter that which would make them tremble 
amidst their fancied security. Truth is great 
and will prevail.^ 

While this edifying discussion was going on, 
the disputants were not aware that steps were 
being taken for giving the patriot an oppor- 
tunity of putting in force his threats against the 
powers that be. The name of North had tran- 
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iqpired. By some more gentle ifneans than tor- 
ture, : it had been extracted from the communi- 
cative Ups of Jedidiah Crack, landlord of the 
Pig's Foot and Pie-crust. A warrant was issued 
for the apprehension of the chairman of the 
meeting ; but some uncertainty as to the place of 
his abode had caused a delay in its execution. 

Just as Mr. Turnstile was about to reply to 
his patriotic friend, the dialogue was interrupted 
by the announcement and the immediate en- 
trance of the Honorable Charles Slender, who 
scarcely gave the servant time to close the door 
of the apartment, before he exclaimed: "For 
heayen^s sake, Mr. North, be quick, you must 
accompany me this moment, the officers are 
after you, a warrant is out, and you cannot 
escape if you delay ten minutes longer .'* 

There was something very powerful in this 
i^ipeal. It was not so easy to resist this informa- 
tion, as it was to talk against Mr. Turnstile's 
arguments ; and the terror of immediate anrest 
was much more moving than the distant contem- 
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of touching tenderness: and somehow or other, it 
so happens that this tenderness is not very touch- 
ing, and the whole play grows grievously fiat, 
although *Uhe virtuous Marcia towers above 
her sex." The plain fact, is that our sym- 
pathy with a dying patriot is so different 
from our sympathy with a love-sick swain, or a 
sentimental damsel, that the emotions are mu- 
tuaUy destructive of each other. So then, al- 
though Mr. Addison has depicted both emo- 
tions with such exquisite pathos, and so very 
unartificially, inasmuch as that one is by itself 
enough to break our hearts ; yet when they both 
come together in one short drama, they destroy 
the effect they would have produced singly; 
and those matters, which would have made two 
very touching plays, now make one, which is 
untouching and untouched. Far, however, very 
far be it from our thoughts or wishes to in- 
sinuate by these expressions, that it is our inten- 
tion to leave Miss North totally unprovided with 
any means or materials of sympathy and ten- 
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derness. We are not writing a drama which 
must be grasped by one effort of mind, but a 
narrative through which the reader may advance 
with consideration and coohiess; but we are 
cautious of so arranging its parts, as that the 
pathos of sentiment should unduly interfere with 
the emotions of patriotism. Our patriot, too, is 
superior to Cato; for the Roman only died for 
his country, and then he could be of no farther 
use; but Mr. North took care to live for his 
oountry, and was very much at her service when 
needed: so that this superiority in the patriot's 
character, can spare room for a little leaven of 
tenderness and love. And after all, what if the 
patriot himself should be affected with the ten- 
der passion ; it is not impossible. By the way, 
what a pity it is, that Mr. Addison did not 
make Cato himself fail in love : that would have 
increased the interest of his play very consider- 
ably. But to proceed. 

At two o^clock, p. M. Mr. North, alias Mr. 
West, took his seat in what was then called the 
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Liverpool post-coach. It was well for him that 
Charles Slender had secured him a place in 
good time, for he was the last of six who filled 
the inside. His fellow-travellers were three 
elderly ladies, and two elderly gentlemen, all of 
whom did most graciously interchange saluta- 
tions with the patriot. One of the gentlemen 
had somewhat the look of a clergyman, and the 
other might pass for a Liverpool merchant. 
The ladies seemed to be strangers to one another, 
and to the rest of the company ; they did not, 
however, appear unsociably disposed, for they 
looked one at another, and then at the gentle- 
men, and then out of the coach window, as if for 
something to talk about. When they arrived 
at Islington, one of them said, ^^ It is a cool 
afternoon,'* and another said, " Very,'* and the 
third pulled up one of the windows. 

Then the gentleman in brown, who looked 
like a merchant, said to the gentleman in black, 
who looked like a clergyman, '^ Have you heard 
of the plot r 
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** Plot ! what plot ?" said the other ; and so 
said also all at once the three ladies. 

**You don^t say so,^ continued one of the 
ladies; '^ when and where? aiid is it discovered ? 
La me ! all that comes of liberty and nonsense; 
well for my part, I wish there had never been 
such a thing thought of as liberty. But, pray. 
Sir, can you tell us any thing about the plot ? 
Was it to blow up the king and parliament 
house ?^ 

" Yes, Madam,'' said the gentleman in brown 
— " I have it here all in black and white." 

Thereupon he drew from his pocket a morn- 
ing paper, and as he unfolded the paper the 
ladies kept uttering exclamations, ^^ Shocking ! 
Horrible ! Dreadful ! Terrible!" And they 
looked as if they expected that they should be 
all blown up as soon as the paper was fairly 
unfolded. It was sometime before the com- 
municative gentleman could so arrange the 
paper as to be able to read it aloud ; for the 
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road from Islington to Highgate was in .most 
miserctble plight thkty years ago. 

At length, as the stage slow^ly cUmbed thft 
hill of Highgate, the merchant, for so'we must 
call him for brevity^s sake, began to read tlie 
delightfully terrible news, which was interesting 
to all the company, and especially to Mr. North; 
In his reading he received divers interruptions ; 
the ladies exclaimed, and protested, and vowed 
that they had never heard the like, for it was 
exactly like Guy Fox. There were also inter- 
ruptions from ruts and stdnes, and ' from ft 
tickling in the throat, which, the old gentleman 
said, he was always troubled with when he read 
aloud. Finding that this irritation in the 
throat rather increased than abated, he turned' 
round to Mr. North, and said, " Perhaps this 
gentleman will have the goodness to read it for 
me ?'^ The patriot bowed, and was going to say, 
" With pleasure.**' He only said, ** By all means, 
Sir/' And forthwith he proceeded to read. 
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The coach had by this time reached the 
summit of the hill, and due refreshment had 
been, administered by the coachman to himself 
and his horses. As Mr. North proceeded in his 
reading, which was now not easily heard, on 
account of the increased noise of the coach, 
from its more rapid progress, he perceived that 
he had possesion, not of the paper which had 
graced his own breakfast table, but of a second 
edition of a ministerial or government paper^ in 
whidi was a description of the person, and a 
reward offered for the apprehension, of Stephen 
Bardolph North. Now, it did appear quite 
superfluous to read aloud to his company, a 
description of a person whom they had before 
theuL Holding, therefore, his head and the 
paper, nearer to the window, as if for the pur- 
pose of gaining more light, he very cleverly 
contrived to let the paper fall into the road. 

** Bless me,^ said the patriot, " how unfortu- 
nate ! shall I stop the coach ?" 
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" What's the matter ?" said the merchant, who 
was half asleep. 

" I have had the misfortune to drop your 
pi^er, Sir : shall I call the coachman ?" 

The merchant immediately put his head out 
at the coach window, and was attempting at the 
highest pitch of his voice to say *^ coachman/' 
but he could only say " coach,'' and that very 
feebly, for the tickling in his throat came on 
again, and he began to cough so intemperately, 
that Mr. North, in his concern for the poor old 
gentleman, forgot to second his cry for the coach 
to stop, and before the fit of coughing was quite 
over, and the patient restored to the calm use of 
his organs of speech and respiration, the coach 
was far past the spot where the paper had fallen. 
Mr. North had nothing to do but to apologize, 
and the merchant had nothing to do but to ac- 
cept his apologies, and to beg that no more might 
be said about it. 

"For I believe," continued he, "that you 
had read all that was material, except, perhaps. 
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the description of the person of one of the prin- 
cipal conspirators ; and that does not much sig- 
nify, for we are not likely to meet with him on 
our journey." 

" What reward was offered for his apprehen- 
sion ?" said the clergyman. 

'*Two hundred pounds," replied the mer- 
chant, " if I recollect rightly." 

^^ Is his name mentioned in the advertisement, 
or only some alias." 

** Oh his name is at full length. — I forget his 
christian name, but his surname is North." 

"North, North!" said the man in black, 
whom we call the clergyman, " I should know 
that name. Was not there one of that name who 
put up for Truckleborough at the last general 
election ? Yes, yes, I am sure there was, I 
heard a good deal about him from my brother 
Dr. Mufflechops^ who is rector of Truckle- 
borough.'*' 

Have you a relation at Truckleborough, 
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Sir ? SO have I ; my cousin DooUtUe is mayor 
there this very year." 

^^ Indeed, what are you the celebrated £ae- 
k:el Doolittle, the Liverpool merchant ?" 

^^ The same, Sir, at your service ; and you, I 
presume, are rector of Old Newton. Well, it is 
singular that we should have met thus. Very 
singular," continued the merchant, turning to 
Mr. North, ^^ to meet in a stage-coach an old 
acquaintance, whom I have not seen for years : 
and both of us to have relations at Truckle- 
borough ; very odd, indeed, very odd.*' 

" Very odd, indeed,'' replied Mr. North. 

" Yeny Sir," pursued the merchant, ** it does 
sometimes happen that there are singular meet- 
ings in stage-coaches." 

So thought Mr. North ; and as there had been 
singularity enough in the recognitions already 
made, he did not desire to increase the idngti- 
larity by any farther discoveries. 

*^Are you at all acquainted with Truckle- 
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borough, Sir ?" said the merchant to the patriot. 
Mr. North was preparing an answer, when the 
speaker went on without waiting for it, 

*' I have not been there for many years. But 
my cousin, who is a most excellent correspondent, 
writes me all the news he can collect. He gave 
me a very humorous account of the last election. 
He quite enjoyed the joke of the contest.* He 
says that there is a fellow named Jackson, who 
fleeced that poor simpleton North in fine style. 
I wonder it never occurred to me at the moment 
I read the account of the conspiracy, that the 
North there mentioned could be no other than 
the crack-brained reformer of Truckleborough, 
and Uberator of Europe, as they call him. Ay, 
ay, they call him a fool, but I will venture to 
say, that they who hang him for a fool will find a 
knave in the halter." 

This last sentence being witty, and the utterer 
thereof being a man of substance, he forthwith 
began laughing at it, and the clergyman laughed, 
and the three old ladies laughed, and Mr. North, 
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laughed ; but bet did not laugh so loud as the 

others : for he was not quite at his ease. It is 

not very pleasant to have compliments paid one 

in Qne^3 own hearing, and not have the liberty of 

^eplj^ing to them in terms of suitable humility 

and acknowledgment. 
# 

Very many other facetious remarks were ut^ 
tared*, by the merchant, and echoed by the 
clergyman, and smiled at by the ladies, and 
almost grinned at by Mr. North ; for he, poor 
man, began to be rather impatient, and to wish 
himself elsewhere, any where out of the hearing 
of these observations, which he might not very 
properly receive, and which might, by some ac- 
cide.nt,.lead to a discovery. 

Just as it was growing dusk, it occurred to 
the merchant's memory, that he need not regret 
the loss of the paper as concerned the perscm 
of Mr. North. " For,' said he, " my worthy 
cousin has given me a v^ry pai'ticular descrip- 
tion of him in one of his late letters. I think I 
have the letter in my pocket-book; but it is hardly 
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light enough now to see to read it. I will shew 
it you when we stop to suj^r." 

Oh ! for a highwayman, thought Mr. North, 
to rob this chatterbox of his pocket-book ; but 
no highwayman came, and that was unfortu- 
H*te. The patriot's iiext thought was to with- 
draw from the company, under pretence^ of 
having no appetite for supper, when the coach 
should stop, and then to make his way on foot, 
as wdi as he could, across the country to some 
village, and there td rest, till he could hear from 
hiis j&iends in London : but there was danger 
even in this scheme. He might be met and 
stopped, and plundered by robbers. He re- 
mained m doubt and indecision, and he began 
to wish that Euirope could liberate itselfi<r!thout 
his assistance. * 

At Redbum, the coach stopped, and the pas- 
sengers alighted, and Mr. North loudly caUed 
oat to the coachman to see that his poirtmanteau 
was safe — and the coachman said, ^* What 

N J2 
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namie. Sir?'* And Mr. North said, " Mr 
West.**" This was said for the lofonnatioQ of 
his fellow-travellers^ and they heard it. Still 
the patriot rather dreaded the light of candles, 
and the reading of Mr. Doolittle*8 facetious 
letter. He, therefore, sauntered fibout in front 
of the inn for several minutes, meditating an 
actual flight; but as there were several idle 
people loitering about, and as he was in 
traveller's attire, he fancied himself observed, 
and he knew that he should be recognized by 
the multitude as a coach passenger* He came 
nearer to the inn door, and a smart-looking 
waiter greeted him, and -said, that the inside 
passengers were just sitting down to supper, if 
he would join them. He put a good face on 
tne matter, and walked into the room. Mr. 
Doolittle was carving a hot shoulder of mutton. 
" Well, Sir,^ said the active merchant, " will 
you take your seat with us ? we sent the waiter 
to tell you supper was ready.*" 
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" I thank you. Sir,** «aid the patriot : " but 
is it not rather early for supper P Is not this St. 
Albans P"" 

'^ St. Albans, my good Sit, what are you 
dreaming about? Why we are at Redbum, 
and it is now just eleven minutes past nine by 
the Horse-guards.^ 

^^ Are the Horse^guards at Redbum?" said 
Mr. North, not exactly knowing what he said, 
nor at all aware, that the clock at the Horse- 
guards has so extensire a reputation for ac- 
curacy, that persons who reside as far from 
the metr(^li8 as Liverpool, are especially care- 
ful to set thf«- watches by that unerring regu- 
lator, and would even spoil a dinner, rather than 
acknowledge that their own watches hbd not 
kept time with the Horse-guards. 

Thereupon, the merchant laaghed out, and 
the clergyman joined him, and an explanation 
was given, which made the patriot laugh at his 
own blunder : for he began to be afraid, lest 
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a troop of horse had been (sent to apprehend 
him* 

Wliile he was sitting at supper, the dkrgy- 
man, who was placed immediately opposite to 
him, after looking attentively. at him for a few 
n^oments, said, 

^^ Have not I had the pleasure of seeing y>ni 
before, Sir?^ . 

Mr* Nortl]L now took it for granted that the 
letter had. been read whilei he waK Jdtermg in 
the street, and gave himself up ibr .lost Assum- 
ing, however, as much, courage as he could 
muster, he deliberately replied, . ^' I am not 
aware. Sir, of having had the honour of meeUng 
you before.^' 

" I think, Sir, your name is West T* 

*^ It is so," said the patriot, hating himself 
for the he while he uttered it, but reUeved to 
find that his fears were not realized. 

'* I believe you reside at Liverpool, or did 
some few years ago ?^ 
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^' No^ SiF,^ replied the man of patriotic sen* 
timent, *^ I am quite a stranger to Liverpool. 
My native place is I^ondon/' 
^* Then your christian name is not Charles ?^^ 
^^ It is not,^' replied Mr. North. And then, 
after a due allowance of ^* beg pardon/' and <^ no 
c^ence,'* the conversation dropped. The sup- 
per was soon ended, and the partj^ resumed 
th^ |)laces, and continued their journey. ^Dur* 
ing the night, they were silent; some in sle€^, and 
some in meditation. A new day brought a new 
topic of conversation ; the conspiracy was 
ftrgotten, and our hero waisr tolerably well at 
easie. In the silence of nighty he had time tp 
meditate and digest his plans for safety. Foir 
though he^ had the spirit of a mai^trfr, and was 
prepared to meet all extremities to gain his ob* 
ject of reforming the govetoments of Europe 
and especially that of England, which, as being 
his own country, and not governed by him, he 
thought the worst governed of all : yet as he was 
now on the scent of safety, and had begun, by 
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friends' persuasion.! to look after himself, he did 
jiot feel very willing to chan^ his scheme^ and 
he felt less i^illing to have it changed for hini. 
Besides all this, he had a little tincture of aris- 
tocratic feeling about him. He did not quite 
relish the notion of being fellow-sufferer, and 
co-martyr with a knife-grinder, and a haber- 
dasher'^s apprentice boy. He had much higher 
notions of the dignity of martyrdoin. He b^;an 
now to reprove himself for having stooped so 
low, and he began also to think that he had 
gone rather too far : and he thought again, .that 
eveu if a reform was obtained, it would not be 
prudent to extend the sufirage quite to that 
latitude for which he had once contended. 
Then he recollected, as well as he could, the 
miscellaneous group with which he had been 
surrounded at the pot-house in Shoe-lane, and 
he thought that some of them did not seem to 
be the best qualified for legislators; and then 
he went on to think, that it was not desirable 
that all should legislate, and that a country 
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like England wanted and required other mate- 
rials for its composition and consistency, than 
senators and orators. 

These, and many such thoughts, passed through 
the mind of Mr. North, as he travelled by night 
in the Liverpool post^x)ach. And, now we think 
of it, we cannot avoid informing our readers of 
a fact, with which some of them may not be most 
intimately acquainted, we mean the usefulness 
of thinking now and then. We live in an age 
in which the passion for utility is very strong. 
Steam-engines, and rail-roads, and all the prac- 
tical paraphernalia of civilized society, are lauded 
into objects of the first-rate importance. We 
are all for the visible, and the tangible, and the 
edible, and the wearable, and we think production 
the only object for which we were produced. 
But thinking is also useful : not prating about 
other men^s fancies, but evolving the considera- 
tions of our own minds, and endeavouring, just 
by way of experiment, to ascertain if we know 
the meaning of ninety-nine words in a hundred, 
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whidi we use every hour, and to see if we can 
at all define or comprehendi what we would have, 
and what we are using all our diligeocse to 
obtain. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

How rey'rend is the face of this tall pile, 
WboRe ancient pillars rear their marble heads* 
To bear aloft its arch'd and pond'roas roof I 
By its own weight itade tteadiatt and immoreable. 

CONGKRTB. 

The Liverpool po8t-coacb, conveyed Citizen 
Ndrth and his fellow-travellers vety safely to 
Litchfield. No highwayman made his appear- 
ance to frighten the ladies, or to rob the gentle- 
men; and Ezekiel Doolittle carried his pocket- 
book still in his pocket, and kept the dangerous 
letter unread, or at least uncommiuiicated* 

As the coach drew near to the city, the yene-^ 
rable cathedral caught the eye and warmed the 
heart of the ireverend divine, and he now, for the 
first time, announced to his fellow-traveIl«*s the 
painful intelligence, that the city of Litchfield 
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was the limit of his journey. Mr. North felt 
glad to get rid of one of the two dreaded ones, 
and hoped that the subject of the conspiracy 
might not be renewed, and that the letter would 
rest unread in the merchant's pocket-book. But 
fate would have it otherwise. 

As soon as the clergyman announced his design 
of leaving his good company, the promise which 
the merchant had macfe, again occurred to his 
mind. 

*^ Well,but you shall see my cousin Abraham^s 
letter, describing the person and manners of this 
queer, democrat North. I had quite forgot it 
when we stopped to breakfast this morning." 

Thus speaking, the active merchant drew forth, 
with much care and many important looks, hid 
dreaded pocket-book, and a very awful looking 
book it was. It was large enough for a ledger, and 
loaded to its utmost capacity with papers of the 
greatest importance. Its owner looked first in 
one division, and then in another, and he took 
out a letter^ and said — ^^ Stay, this is not it, this 
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is Sir Simon Cnimp^s — and thig is from my 
<x>rre8pondent in Barbadoes— and this — oh — 
yes — ^no — ^yes, this is it." 

He handed the letter to the reverend gentleman, 
who forthwith began to search his pockets for 
his spectacles, and soon found them, and began 
to wipe them. , The coach at this critical point 
stopped at the door of the Swan inn. The party 
alighted, and the clergyman, with the letter in his 
hand, followed the merchant into the house. 
Mr. North also by instinct kept with the party ; 
but when he saw his two fellow-travellers amusing 
themselves over this letter, he thought perhaps 
it might not be advisable to remain in the room, 
to give them opportunity of comparing the 
original with the copy, for he recollected the 
proverb that says, '^ Comparisons are odious."*^ 
Therefore he withdrew, and walked into the 
Street, as if to look about him, and see what kind • 
of a place he was passing through. He looked 
up the street and down the street, and after 
some little hesitation he walked towards the 



278 TKUCKL£JM>%l(MJGJi^ HAliL. 

Cathedral, and as the doors were open he 
went in. He was struck with the magnificeiioe 
of the building, and he listened with some 
delight to the tcmes of the organ. But though 
hid senses cheated him for a moment into ad* 
miration, he soon recollected himself, and^ like a 
Westminst^ Reviewer, he could not help think- 
ing that this cathedral was of no use. He en^ 
deavbured to make a calculation of the number 
of useful and substantial dwelling-houses, or 
cotton factories, which might have been built 
for the same money ; and thought that Bishop 
Hackett vf/as very foolish to collect and expend 
twenty thousand pounds on repairing a useless 
fabric like this. From this speculation his mind 
took a start, and wandered as usual over all 
kinds of public abuses and political absurdities, 
and he had just come to the very natural and 
sagacious conclusion, that every thing had been 
going wrong for the last six thousand years, 
and that no one but himself had wisdom and 
virtue enough to rectify the world, when the 
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strildng of a clock reminded him that timie bad 
not been standing still, though Mr. North had) 
and a suggestion was brought to his mind, that 
the passengers had finished their dinner, and that 
the coach was pursuing its journey* This sug^ 
gestion received strength from a sound of rat- 
tling wheels, and the blasts of a horn, which the 
trusty guard had indeed been blowing for some 
time, as a hint to the strolling traveller. The 
hint, however, was not understood, and the coach 
was gone. 

On this our herd meditated for a moment or 
two what steps he should next take for safety. 
He was not sorry to slip away from the trouUe- 
some Ezekiel DooUttle, and he was not best 
pleased at being left in a place where the brother 
of his Truckleborough rector was tabemacliiig: 
especially when he considered, that this gentle- 
man had received from hit jfello w-traveller a fuU, 
true, and particular account of his perscm. He 
determined to leave the precincts of the cathedral 
quickly as possible, and resolved to take 
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up his abode at some humble public-hotise in 
the city. 

As he was moving away from the cathedral 
for that purpose, he saw at a little distance a 
large black waistcoat and a large white wig, and 
a pair of short thick legs, and a pair of broad 
silver shoe-buckles, and a few more items, which 
made up the complex idea of the Rev* Dr. 
Mufflechops, rector of Truckleborough. 

Now Mr. North was by no means deficient in 
politeness, and was not at all addicted to the silly 
practice of cutting his acquaintance ; but on the 
present occa^on he thought it most pnident to 
pass by the said gentleman \nthout seeing him, 
or to give him the cut indirect. To pass Dr. 
Mufflechops without seeing him was too broad 
a joke for any one but a philosopher. The 
doctor, however, who, by virtue of his office, had 
an especial regard for the duties of morality, 
took care that the patriot should not have an 
opportunity of telling such a practical falsehood. 

Ever since the election at Truckleborough, 
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the doctor had regarded Mr. North with lestf 
abhorrence, inasmuch as he looked upon him 
with less dread ; and in^ proportion as he became 
in the sight of the rector less dangerous, he 
was considered as any other gentleman of inde* 
pendent fortune. His opinions, of course, the 
clergyman reprobated, but he had no personal 
quarrel with him, and so he could address him, 
especially at a distance from home, with tolera- 
ble freedom. Seeing Mr. North, therefore, in a 
strange place, he advanced towards him with 
most gracious condescension^ and claimed his 
acquaintance. 

'^ Ah 1 Mr. North, I am happy to see you at 
Litchfield. Are you making a stay here P 
Perhaps you will favour me with your company 
while you stay ?" 

" I thank you, doctor, but my stay is very 

short, I am merely passing through.'^ 

^^Then you have no acquaintance here, I 
presume?'' 

** None, Sir, I am merely on an excursion of 
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pleasure, and I have been amusing inyself with 
looking at the cathedral.'^ 

<^ Then I must insist upon it, that you will let 
me introduce you to my brother, whom I expect 
from London this very day^ He will be glad 
to see a parishioner of mine. I am iiow going 
to his house, and by this time the coach is come 
in." 

Mr. North knew that the ooaoh was come in, 
and that it was gone out, and that the brother 
of Dr. Mufflediops had travelled by it. So 
knowing more than the doctor knew, and more 
than the doctor suspected, as touching his po- 
litical pranks at the Fig^s Foot and Fie-crust, he 
thought it expedient to decline these proffered 
civilities, which he did with the most polite ac- 
knowledgments of the doctor's kindness, and the 
most earnest protestations that his arrangements 
rendered it absolutely imposi^ble for him to 
stay long in the city. 

The doctor and the patriot parted with much 
politeness, and many compliments. The doctor 
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was soon at the bouse of his brother. Many in<- 
quiries passed on both sides. But as we do not 
wish to piy into family affairs, we shall merely 
oontent ourselves with relating what was said 
with respect to public matters* 

** Well, brother, have you brought any news 
of public interest from the city ?" 

^^ Brother, I cannot say that I have brought 
any very good news ; but in the coach there was 
a gentleman, who informed me of a most diabo- 
lical conspiracy, which had just been detected 
and exploded."" 

^' What ! a gunpowder plot, a fifth of Novem« 
ber affair ? Oh ! what times ! what times we do 
live in ! I hope our revered sovereign i* sufe/^' 

^^ I hope so too, brother. I have fiod<nibt#0f 
it ; they have not come toextrennties,^ 

^But ten me all about iL Hirve ymi 
broog^ a iieirsfMiper with yoa^ 

«^No, I have not a paper. Boi fmMif mA 
joa shaft hear aD that I kmm/* 

^ WeB— 1 am all atfeirtk^it.'' ' 
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<' When I set off from the inn yard^ I had five 
fellow travellers ; three old ladies and two gentle^ 
men. One of the gentlemen happened to be a 
relation of a neighbour of yours, it was Mr^ 
Doolittle of Liverpool, and the other was a tall 
middle aged man, nfho did not seem very com* 
municative." 

^< Perhaps it was my friend and neighbour 
Stephen North ?'' 

'^ No, his name I found was West. I took 
him for Charles West, whom I have not seen 
for many years." 

" I thought it might have been North, whom 
I just met as I was coming into the close : and 
I took the liberty of giving him an invitation to 
call.'** 

** Brother, brother, what are you talking 
about ? Did you actually see Stephen Bardolph 
North in the close here in Litchfield this very 
day?^ 

" Ay, brother, that I did, this very day, and 
this very hour.** 
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*^ Then broths you saw a traitor and a rebel. 
I wish you had detained him/^ 

*^ Why, how now ! Is he in this conspiracy 
of whkh you are going to tell me ?" 
; "Yes,. that be is; the very ring-leader and 

• 

head of it. There's a reward of two hundred 
pounds offered for his apprehension: and I 
strongly suspect that he was the very man who 
travelled with us under the assumed name of 
West I observed something very singular 
aboilt him. He was very reserved ; and now 
I recollect, that when Mr. Doolittle lent him the 
paper, to read out the account of the conspiracy, 
b^ contrived lo let it fall out of the coach- window, 
just before be came to that part which de- 
scribed the person of the chief conspirator. I 
have no doubt he is the, very maiL'^ 

Thereupon the two reverend brotliars went on 
comparing notes, and they came to the same 
condusiaD, and, asin duty bound, they proceeded 
to inform the two bailiffs, and the leading men 
of the city, that an advertised rebel was har* 
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boured somewhere in Litchfield* Active search 
commenced immediately. Enquiry ^as made 
at the posting houses, and injunctions left with 
the masters of them to give notice to the magis- 
trates, if any suspicious person should attempt 

« 

to hire post-horses; and very alert were the 
post-masters, when they heard of the great 
reward which was attached to the capture of the 
arch-rebeL 

All this Mr. North very prudently foresaw, 
and much of it he guarded against as well as he 
could. He took especial care not to present 
himself again at the Swan initi, where the coach 
had stopped, and he was equally careful not to 
make application at any other of the principal 
inns. But he walked out of the city, and by 
the warmth of walking, and by means of the 
dust of the road he soon looked very much Uke 
a pedestrian of humble rank. He then stepped 
into the first public-house he came to, which was 
about four miles from Litchfield. Here he sat 
down, and with such materials as the house 
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afforded he wrote to his friend Charles Slender, 
informing him of the erentgf of the journey, and 
of its unfortunate interruption. When he had 
finished his letter, hi^ next difficulty was to get 
it into the post-office. He found that there was 
no office for the reception of letters nearer than 
Litchfield, and as it was now growing dusk, he 
ventured to return there to put the letter in for 
himself, not caring to trust it to a messenger. 
Slowly, and wearily he retraced his steps, and he 
found hijoaself again in the place from whence 
he had started. 

Enquiring for the post-office, he was grieved to 
find that th^re was no possibility that his letter 
could reach London on the following day, fis 
the mail bad left the place several hours ago. 
He djeterniined, however, to put his letter into 
tlie ofiice, and conceal himself till he should 
have an answer. Poor man he was bom to be 
unfortunate ! It so happened that the person 
of whom he inquired for the post-office, was one 
of those subalterns, by whom the corporation 
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and magistrates of Litchfield convey thdr 
mandates to the citizens, and be had been (tent 
with an especial message to the principal inns^ 
touching the supply of po^t-horses to suspicious 
persons. By the singularity of Mr. North's 
appearance, and by bis palpable error in imagin- 
ing that the post was not closed for the day ; 
this public officer began to conjecture, that he 
had been actually talking to the great traitor on 
whose apprehension so much depended. Not 
liking to divide the reward, and yet fearing 
that his own individual power might not be suf- 
ficient for the seizure, he communicated his 
suspicion to a brother officer, .whose dwelling was 
hard by, and the two followed the forlorn 
patriot at a little distance. They watched him 
as he deposited his letter, and then followed him 
to a small public-house, where he made inquiry 
if he could have a bed for the night. By the 
light in the house the two officers examined 
their destined victim, and saw enough to lead 
them to conjecture that they had the prize in 
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their own power. Before the regenerator of 
Europe was aware that he was watched, he was 
seized by the men of authority, and found 
himself a prisoner in a strange land. 



VOL. i« 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



Neat, trimly dresg'd. 



Fresh as a bridegroom, and his chin, new-reap'd, 
Sbow'd like a stubble-land at harrent home. 
He was perfumed like a milliner. 



It becomes now a matter of imperious duty, 
to turn our attention awhile to the patriot*s 
daughter. We shall, with great confidence in 
the Litchfield magistrates, leave Mr. North 
in their keeping, and trust that they will bring 
him safely to London, by the time that we 
need his presence there. 

When Emma North was first removed from 
her father^s house to the mansion of Lord 
Slender, it was not without some painful emo- 
tions, on her part, to think that her natural 
protector, and only friend, should be exposed 
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to danger of any kind, and should also be liaUe 
to arrest But so dextrous was the manage- 
ment of Louisa Slender, that poor Emma was 
persuaded, that there was no real danger; and 
the only feeling in her mind was mortification, 
that her dear father should so indiscreetly 
expose himself to ridicule. The power which 
Louisa exerdsed over the mind of her young 
friend was of a mixed nature. There was 
dearly a superiority in natural strength of mind, 
there was a difference in age, and there was most 
of all a difference in acquaintance with the 
worid. When Emma yielded to Louisa, it 
was not the surrender, but the conviction of 
judgment Emma was gentle, but not weak, 
more of a novice than an ignoramus. She had 
been brought up, for the most' part, in the coun- 
try ; but trees and green fields are no morie the 
necessary conductors of ignorance, than brick- 
walls and stone pavement are the communi- 
cators of wit The disadvantages, therefore, 
under which Miss North was' placed weriD 

o 2 
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piarely accidental. There was a want of confi- 
dence in herself, a questioning tone . of voice 
in expressing an opinion, as if she always made 
her account with omtradiction ; but, there was 
withal, to those who had observation enough to 
discern it, a vein of good sense, and sound dis- 
crimination, running through her mind. It was 
only with very ignorant coxcombs that Miss 
North passed for a simpleton. By one of these 
^e was most grievously persecuted, almost 
immediately on her arrival at Lord SlenderV 

Sir Pertinax Pennyfarthing, was a baronet 
of very large property, and very limited under- 
standing; but his lack of wit was more than 
compensated, by a most perfect self-assurance, 
and by a thorough conviction of his own excel- 
lence in every thing in which he desired to 
excel ; and there were very few human pursuits, 
in which he had not at some time or other 
engaged himself. He had some knowledge of 
modem languages, a little recollection of the 
Greek and Latin, which he had learned at 
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school ; he had paid some attention to natural 
history, was something of a chemist, very 
partial to botany, skilful as a florist ; could play 
a little on the piano-forte, a little on the flute, 
a little on the violin, a little on the guitar ; could 
sing a few songs, understood flower painting, 
and was reckoned by some persons a connois- 
seur in oil paintings ; in fashion he was almost a 
dictator, and though he was six feet in height, his 
waistcoat was very little more than six inches 
long : in politics he was profound and oracular ; 
the opinion which he gave of the French Revor 
luuon has remained uncontradicted to the 
present day, and unless some very unexpected 
discovery should be made, that opinion will 
always remain unshaken. His opinion was as 
follows. 

Being one day, in the year 1794, dining at 
the table of a celebrated statesman, whose poli- 
tics were of the opposition cast, and the conver- 
sation turning on the revolution, and its conse- 
quences, many voices wore osl 
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it once, luid ttfter several ieffi)rts to gain a 

hearing, Sir Ptartinax auooeeded in fixing the 

attention of the oompany^ and then directing 

his discourse pindpally to the statesman, said, 

^> Sir, if I am asked my ofmiicm of the French 

Revolution, I can only say, that I have most 

completely analyzed it, and I can and will say 

most podtivdy, that it was beyond doubt a 

great national movemoiit ; but there is decidedly 

something wrong in it, and as to the ccHise- 

quences of it, time. Sir, time wiU shew them.^ To 

this profound observation, the statesman nodded 

assent, and said, *^ Certainly, Sir Pertinax, you 

are clearly right; you have come to the point at 

once; you understand something." To this 

compliment. Sir Pertinax bowed, and from this 

moment he felt himself bom to be a legislator ; 

and, had craniology or skuUcraft been the 

&shion in those days, the baronet's head would 

have exhibited the organ of legislativeness 

strongly developed. 

At the time of which we are writing, the 
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bnoiict WW aboot firtj jens oM» a baoheior » iM 
from juijr abhonvBoe of die diami of matrU 
nuDj, but becanBe be ooold not disoom who 
amongst the deserying was most deserving of 
the honor of beootping Lady P^dnyfarthinK* 
^or a year or two past, he had been persecuting 
Louisa Slender with his most polite attentions* 
but had not been, during that time, suiRoiontly 
ei|)licit to give her an opportunity of ridding 
herself of his attentions. There was, in facti 
a misunderstanding between them : for the lady 
was most anxious, to get rid of his persecuticmfff 
and the jpentleman thought that the lady wan 
in trembling expectation of being gratiflad with 
the intelligence, that she, of all wocnan^ was 
the only person worthy of becoming ib« (ami- 
panion for life of so distinguished a fHUUMMtiimh 
scholar, gentkoMni, and philosopftari m Mt 
Perdnax Pemiy£ylfaiiig. 

This worthy barooai nmitf km MppmfM$m0 «< 
Lord Sleoder's, the day aflM^ Miss Nifrth Ims* 
taken up her abode there; and wMI# iHm /«Nl^ 
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was undergcnng the torture of meeting Dr. 
Mufflecfaops in the close at Litdbfield, the 
daughter was amloyed by the fooleries of Sir 
Pertinax Pennjrfisurthing. 

When the baronet called, Louisa and Emma 
were sitting together in the drawing-room, 
amusing themselves with setting in order divers 
fragments of printed music. With an impatience 
of manner, which must have been evident to 
any but a decided coxcomb, Louisa received 
the baronet, and, as in duty bound, introduced 
him to Miss North. 

" Meece North,'* said the baronet, *' I am 
most heppy to see you. You are delightfully 
employed ladees, arran^g music. Will my 
assistance be acceptable ?^ 

" Thank you. Sir Pertinax," replied Louisa, 
" we have nearly finished our task.'' 

^^ Music is a most delightful science,'* pur- 
sued the visitor ; " I formerly gave some little 
attention to it. Pray may I make bold to ask 
if you have any thing new ?"' 
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^* No, Sff Portieax,^ answered Louisa ; " we 
are only separatmg tiome of HandePs from some 
<rf Hook's." 

*^ Indeed P I think Handel is a favourite com« 
poser with you, Louisa. Pray, M eece North, 
whom do you jHrefer, Handel or Hook ?** 

Emma was about to reply, but the baronet, 
who thought his own voice the sweetest music 
that ever was heard, replied for her. 

<' Handel is, in my opinion, &r before Hook 
as a composer of sacred music ." 

That was exactly Miss North^s opinion. . 
Now sometimes we are disposed to give a man 
credit for good judgment, because he thinks as 
we do ; but, in this case. Miss North began to 
think her new acquaintance no conjuror. The 
young ladies pursued their employment, and 
Sir Pertinax amused himself with gazing, more 
earnestly than politely, on the lovely coun- 
tenance of Emma North, and as she was really 
af pretty looking girl, the baronet, who, among 
other accomplishments, prided himself on ^ 

o 3 
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a judge of female beauty, begaa to attmipt in 
his w^y to make himself agreeable. 

^* Pray, Meece North, what is your ofunicm ci 
the ori^nof music; do you think it was invented 
by the Romans or by the Egyptians ?'^ 

^^ I have never given the subject a thought,'^ 
saidthfit patriot's daughter; ^^but it does not 
strike me, that it would be easy to ascertain, (nr 
worth the trouble if ascerUuned/' 

" It is certainly a very profound inquiry ; 
but, it is always my plan to gain knowledge on 
every point. ^ Music has charms^ — said our 
immortal Shakspeare. You read Shakspeare, 
I presume ? A most astonishing bard — a divine 
poet— a philosopher !" 

^^Yes, I have read Shakspeare with great 
interest." 

" Don't you think him very superior to 
Sophocles? Indeed, I cannot conceive of a 
finer writer for the stage. Very strange though, 
the other day I met with a queer genius, who 
said, that he did not consider Shakspeare's 
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plays capable of representation on the stage. 
Very odd, indeed very odd." 

" Very strange, indeed, Sir Pertinax ; we live 
altogether in a strange world," replied Louisa 
Slender. 

" A strange world !" echoed Sir Pertinax, 
What think you of the horrible conspiracy 
which has just been detected ? There is com- 
paratively httte said about it in the papers; for 
ministers almost dread to let the public know 
the f ull extent of it. I have heard from very 
high authority, that ramiRcations of this plot 
reach all over the kingdom, more or less. I 
wish ministers would take my advice." 

I am afraid ministers have more advice 
c^ered to them, than they can possibly take," 
s^d Louisa ; " but what is the advice which you 
have ^ven, or offered ?" 

Oh, I have not made any express tender of 
my advice ; but, my views of political matters 
not unknown to them ; and I have had the 
of one of the leading men in the 
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the opposition, that mj sentiments on political 
affairs are unusually correct." 

^^ But you are not of opposition politics your- 
self, Sir Pertinax ?^ 

^^ No, Meddem, by no means; and there is the 
great strength of the compliment, that I could 
extort such an acknowledgment from an oppo- 
sition leader. The ministers themselves could 
not do that. Now, if my opponents acknow- 
ledge that I am right, I think it rather singu- 
lar and somewhat perverse, that those with 
whom I generally coincide will not suffer them- 
selves to be guided by my advice. The fact 
is, that, though I am not in opposition, I am 
not therefore with ministers on every subject — 
I am perfectly independent : I do not assume to 
lead, and I do not deign to follow, — I am in fact 
a party by myself.''* 

The baronet was manifestly delighted with 
his own encomium on his own independence 
and singularity. Louisa was not displeased that 
the mention of the plot had only led to a still 
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further display of the poor man's egotism ; for 
she very much dreaded, that it would call forth 
some observations not altogether agreeable to 
Emma. Under this impression, she endea- 
voured to lead him on to some other mode of 
displaying his vanity, very well assured that 
if he could but make himself his subject, it was 
a matter of little concern to him what was the 
topic of conversation. 

" Well, but Sir Pertinax, do not entertain 
us with politics, for they are rather out of the 
province of the weaker sex. Have you no 
scandal to amuse us with ? Or can you not com- 
municate any thing new connected with the 
fine arts ?" 

Sir Pertinax smiled, and looked very know- 
ing. " I think," said he, *^ that I have some- 
thing new to communicate connected with the 
fine arts. A certain person, who shall be name- 
less, has recently occupied a chair in the paint- 
ing room of a distinguished delineator of the 
* human form divine,' as Shakspeare says. 
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When the picture is sent home, I shall be most 
happy to have yoiir ofnnion of the skill and 
accuracy of the artist." 

" Such a pictui'e," repUed Louisa, " Vill be 
an exhibition of itself. It will be a gratifybg 
sight, indeed, if the artist has done justice to 
the original." 

Sir Pertinax was most highly gratified with 
the compliment ; but being, as h^ always said, a 
man of very great delicacy of feeling, he thought 
that the lady was rather too forward in ex- 
pressing her admiration of his personal charms. 
He then was induced to think that he had mis- 
apprehended and over-rated the mental qualities 
of Louisa Slender, and he also thought that 
what he had frequently taken for wit and viva- 
city, was mere flippancy and forward pertness; 
and as he considered himself the best match in 
the whole circle of the Slenders' acquaintance^ 
he was now about to put himself more on his 
gtiard, and not to make himself too cheap. In 
these reflections he was much as^ted by the 
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pretty face of Emma North, and he thought 
that he could discern in her features an expres- 
sion of all those sentiments and mental qualities, 
which could make a woman amiable in the eyes 
of Sir Pertinax Pennyfarthing. 

But with all this severity of judgment against 
Loiusa, still Sir Pertinax was a man of huma- 
nity and feeling, and he was sorry for the bitter 
grief which the deserted damsel would feel, 
should he be induced to transfer his most de»red 
and estimable attentions to Miss Norths He 
was certainly smitten with Emma^ as he had 
been^ lour or five hundred times hetore^ with 
other pretty face§i but each successive capture 
seemed to the love-ttrieken harooet more ra- 
tional and mone just than its fredeeemor^ He 
thou^ that in JUm Nortb^ Ui pbyfiofpauaeiil 
jmeintuMk had imsaiwend m amimMtkm ^AmU 
the CTcrilfrirs ct fab knmat kyrei^ md iha 
absenee ct aU tfaeir finha md imptfUft^^fm^ 
What s pitjF k wm, tlm^ §ut iht mJk^ ^4 Htf 
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rather, more properly speaking, had not been 
then revived : for the science is one which would 
have suited his capacity to perfection, and very 
probably he would have sacrificed all liis other 
perfections, and literary and scientific attain- 
ments, for this alone, and then he could have 
justified his choice or rejecticm by a mathematical 
diagram. 

The hostile and severe feelings towards Louisa, 
which were excited by her last remark, produced 
a manifest change in the baronet's countenance 
and manner. He looked rather cold and mag- 
nificent towards her, and turned the more gracious 
looks and expressions towards Emma North. 
Now Louisa observed this, and as she was very 
unwilling to hurt the feelings, or, to use another 
phrase for the same idea, to mortify the vanity 
of any one ; and as she naturally thought that 
Sir Pertinax saw through the quizzing style of 
her reply, and felt himself ridiculed, she, 
with all goodness of intention, endeavoured, by 
rivil expressions, and more than usual kindness 
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of manner, to make up for her transgression, 
and to put the baronet in good humour with her 
and himself. All these attentions, and all this 
civility, produced, however, quite an opposite 
effect from that which was intended ; for he then 
thoughtthat his first suspicions were corroborated, 
and that Louisa was absolutely making advances, 
not by any means consistent with the dignity of 
female reserve. And as at the same time Miss 
North, perceiving that Louisa was entertain- 
ing her visitor, was glad to be relieved from 
the necessity of conversing with the prig, 
he contrasted the forwardness of one with the 
beautiful and delicate reserve of the other, and 
every moment his liking for the one abated, and 
his love for the other increased. So, before his 
visit was concluded, he was quite in love with 
Emma North, and determined to ascertain who 
and what she was, and then to make her Lady 
Pennyfarthing, to the great discomfiture and 
mortification of Louisa Slender, and two or 
three dozen more young ladies. 
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Having made this resolution^ he was preparing 
to take his leave, when Ijotdsa asked his per- 
mission to introduce her young friend, Miss 
North, to see the baronet's gallery of paintings. 
Permission was most graciously granted, and 
the transferred lover took his departure. 

When he was gone, Louisa immediately said 
to £mma: "Well, my dear, 1 congratulate you 
on your conquest. You have certainly captivated 
the learned and fashionable baronet : I shall lose 
my gay and gallant admirer." 

** My dear friend,'* replied Emma, " I hope 
not ; for I am sure I should not be able to keep 
my countenance so gravely as you do, if he were 
to assail me with his flippancy and fooleries. 
But how can you manage to talk seriously to 
him. He is quite a fool." 

" Hush, hush, my dear, don't betray your 
rustic education so much as to call any man a 
fool, who has a large fortune, and a seat in 

parliament." 

** I beg pardon ; it was rather a coarse ex- 
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presBiao to be sure, but I ha^e not been much 
accustomed to the ways of the world, and I am 
sometimes in danger of expressing my feellngN 
and opinions in language rather too strong.^^ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



For what has Virro painted, built, and planted ? 
Only to shew how many tastes he wanted. 

Pops. 



On the following morning, Louisa resolved to 
take Emma North to see the baronet's gallery 
of paintings, and requested her brother Charles 
to escort them. The request was most readily 
complied with, for Charles Slender was a kind 
hearted and affectionate brother, and was in the 
habit of indulging his sister in every thing that 
could contribute to her comfort and amusement. 
He was quite a pattern for brothers. 

Now that the two ladies are dressing for a 
morning excursion, perhaps it may not be out 
of the way for us to look a little more atten- 
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tively at Charles Slender, M. P. for Truckle- 
borough. We have given him a good word or two 
before in the earlier part of our history : but we 
wish our readers to be a Uttle better acquainted 
with him ; for he is rather reserved at first sight, 
and it requires some time to understand him 
thoroughly ; and that, not because there is any 
mystery or obscureness about him, but quite the 
reverse. In his person there is nothing remark- 
able ; of the middle size, or rather exceeding it, 
so that some persons might call him rather tall ; of 
complexion not dark nor very fair ; but the most 
obvious expression of his countenance strikingly 
displays openness and single heartedness; he 
looks as if he had never thought, said, or done 
any thing to be ashamed of; he seems to have 
sufficient thought to give to his looks an expres- 
sion of intellect, and not enough to make him 
appear studious, or profoundly meditative. He 
cannot by any means be designated as a charac- 
ter, though very far from being a common-place 
kind of a man, not pretending to any high degree 
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of political, literary, or scientific sagacity ; not 
a man of bustling and forward ambition. Tf he 
had not been bom to the peerage, he would 
never have aspired to it; but being in that rank 
he will uphold the dignity and steady propriety 
that becomes it ; having a will of his own, but 
by no means obstinate or uncomplying ; having 
a due respect for himself, and not wanting a con* 
sideration for others. His demeanour uni- 
formly courteous, but not having any thing of 
the sycophant about him ; havipg a good natural 
understanding, but not distinguished by any 
remarkable or extraordinary powers of mind. 
In his conduct, imiform propriety, and in his 
mind and feelings, a tone of general healthiness. 
A character of this kind is more easily imagined 
than expressed. 

The party found Sir Pertinax at home, and 
were most graciously received. The baronet 
was engaged in his gallery, endeavouring to find 
room for a Vandyke, which he had just pur- 
chased, and also contriving to make such an 
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arrangementas sbouldadmit to a conspicuous part 
of the gallery the forthcoming production of the 
living artist ; for the delineator of the person of 
Sir Pertinax Pennyfarthing was the only living 
artist, whose production could find its way into 
the baronet^s collection. His passion for the old 
masters was so strong that he has often said, when 
portrait painting was the subject of conversation, 
that he wished Michael Angelo or Vandyke 
could rise from the grave to paint his portrait. 
These were his favourite artists : the first because 
every connoisseur admires him, and the last be- 
cause his pictures are so fine. 

While his visitors were looking at his pictures, 
the baronet, addressing Charles Slender, informed 
him that he was about to make an innovation in 
his gallery, and introduce, for the first time, the 
watk of a living artist. Charles, who had heard 
from his sister of the portrait that was in hand, 
replied, ^^I presume that the subject is living 
toa" 
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You are right, Sir. Now I have had some 
difficulty in contriving this matter^ You observe 
that there is at present nothing modern in the 



room.*' 



4< 



Except the present company,'* replied 
Charles. 

" Exactly so,^ responded the baronet ; " you 
are f quite facetious. Well, now, as there is 
nothing modern in the room, except as before 
excepted, it struck me that it would not har- 
monize with the rest of the paintings, if I 
should fix up a modem portrait by a modern 
artist, the colours all fresh and the costume 
modern.'' 

" Would it not have some pleasing effect by 
way of contrast ?"" 

" Perhaps it might : that thought never struck 
me, and yet I considered the subject almost in 
every possible attitude and bearing; for I 
thought it very odd that the owner shoiUd be 
excluded from his own treasures. However, 
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Sir, I at last resolved to be painted, not in 
modem costume, or in propnS person^, as it were, 
but in classic costume." 

" What in the Roman toga, as a senator ?" 

** Not exactly so, but as Marius sitting 
amidst the ruins of Carthage." 

The baronet looked at Charles for a compli- 
ment on his taste, and Charles looked at the 
baronet, to see what connection there could be 
between the actual countenance of Six Pertinax 
Pennjfarthing, and the probable look of Marius 
amidst the ruins of Carthage. 

*• I had been thinking," pursued the baronet, 
** of some scripture scene, such, for instance, as 
Daniel in the lions' den, or Joshua blowing th^ 
trumpet at the walls of Jericho ; but I thought 
it might perhaps be considered profane." 

**I am quite of opinion," said Charles, "that 
the choice which you have made is the best of 
those you have mentioned.'' 

" I am very happy that it meets your appro- 
bation. I consider you something of a judge in 

VOL. I. p 
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these matters, though I believe you have not 
given so much of your attention to the fine arts 
as I have. It is a pity you do not ^ve more 
attention to them.'' 

Sir Pertinax, having honoured Charles with a 
compliment, now directed himself more de* 
cidedly to the young lady who had supplanted 
Louisa in his afiections, expressing a hope that 
the apartment might contain some treasures 
which might gratify Miss North's taste. 

Miss North expressed herself highly delighted 
with the specimens of ancient art, which the 
baronet's judgment had selected ; and, recollect- 
ing the hasty and uncourteous manner in which 
she had spoken of him the preceding day, now 
took pains to be as courteous as possible. The 
heart of the baronet was melted and won. He 
had never seen so much beauty joined with so 
much judgment. He grew quite animated, and 
in order at once to commence and complete his 
conquest, he forthwith poured forth, with un- 
merciful fluency, the whole stock of his know- 
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ledge, and his taste, and his science. Miss 
Nwth bore it all with the utmost resignation, 
which Sir Fertiaax construed into admiration j 
and though she said but little, the baronet 
thought her the most lively, and eloquent, and 
graceful talker he had ever met with. But the 
(juestioD was not yet answered, " Who is she ?" 
And it was not very easy to ask that question, 
either of Louisa Slender, or her brother. He 
resolved, however, to wait with patience till a 
proper opportunity offered. 

Nor was it long before the wished-for informa- 
tion was communicated : for the Slender party 
had not left Sir Pevtinax more than half an 
hour, when he received a call from one of his 
fashionable compeers : a man not equal to him- 
self in every point of view, but merely one 
with whom he sympathized as a fashionist. 
Buch was the universality of the genius of Sir 
FertJnax, that he had associates 
descriptions. His profound view 
p 3 
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edbnected him with political characters^ his de- 
gance with men of fashion, his sdence with men 
of science, and his Iotc of the arts gave him in* 
terest among artists. The visitor which was 
now announced^ was one of the baxonet^s fashion- 
able friends; in many res{)ects amoBt useful 
man ; a kind oi g^ieral conductor, a scdidtor 
and conveyancer of gossip ; who knew every 
thing about every body, that every body wished 
to be unknown : a kind of supplement to the 
herald's college, recollecting ancestors and fiEmiily 
ramifications which ware not recorded there. 
He had studied human nature, not by books, 
but by observation, and he was perfect in his 
line, for he studied nothing else* Whatever were 
his faults, reserve was not one of them : he was 
by no means selfish in his pursuit of knowledge ; 
his information was not locked up coldly in* his 
own breast; it was readily and gratuitoudy 
comnfunicated to all who were willing to recdve 
it. Octavius Leaky, for that was the gentle- 
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man^ Bame, was yist At thk convenient moment 
ludpounced. The baronet was delighted to sM 
him. 

** Leaky, my good fellow, I am most happy 
to dee you : I was this moment wishing for yoiu 
You know the Slender family, I "believe P^ 

^^ Oh, yes, very well indeed : which of them do 
you mean ? What, liie Lord Slender that 
bought Truckleborough kst spring ?^ 

^ The same. Charles and his sister were here 
a little while ago, looking over my paintings, 
and they brought with them a pretty-lodging 
girl, whose face I have never seen before. She 
is called Miss North. Do you know any thing 
jof her family ?*' 

" Family, can't say much about family — she 
has a father, and had a mother, I suppose. Her 
grandfather was a scrivener, some where in those 
dirty alleys on the east side of Temple-bar, in 
that part of the suburbs which they call the dty.'* 

" But who and what is her fSather ? Where 
does he come from ?*' 
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^ I cati^t say exactly where he comes froifl^ 
but I can tell you where he is going : — ^videlioet^ 
to a dirty place on the east side of Temple-bar, 
called Newgate " 

" Her father going to Newgate ! ■ For what, 
in the name of common sense ?^ 

** For sedition^ 'privy conspiracy^ and rebel- 
lion. Why, man, her father is a rank democrat, 
a most hot-headed jacobin. He was going the 
other day to organize a committee of public 
safety in a pot-house, oh the east side of Tem- 
jde^bar ; but he was soon glad to resolve himself 
into a committee of private safety, and pop out 
<^ the window, and be off ; he was nabbed at 
last at Litchfield, and is now paying his re- 
spects to his majesty's most honourable privy 
council, and the patriot stands a good chance of 
being expatriated.^ 

<< Then, this is the very man that was adver- 
tised in the public papers a few days ago?" 

" To be sure. Did not you know that ? 
Why, you know nothing ; you affect to be a 
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"politician, and to have such, a deep insight into 
public affairs ; and yet you hardly know what 
passes in the cabinet, till you read of it two years 
after in the Annual Register.^ 

<< I regard principles, and take a comprehen- 
sive view of affairs, and do not much meddle 
with details. Indeed, I don't think myself 
wdil used by those whom I support. I have 
received greater compliments from the opposi- 
tion, than ever I did from ministers.^ 

" Yes, yes, I know, I remember that story — 
very flattering to be sure. I hope you told it 
to Miss North, and her father."' 

^^ Her father I have not yet seen ; and if he 
is such a democrat, I hope I never shall see him. 
I have the greatest horror imaginable of demo- 
crats — I cannot bear them. I should almost 
faint at the sight of one. But are you sure 
that what you are telling me is all true ? May 
you not have been misinformed ? Reports, you 
know, do sometimes get abroad, nobody knows 
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1k>w. I can hardly think Miss North to be 
the daughter of a democrat ; for democrats ar^ 
all such coarse, vulgar, brutal, ignorant people, 
and Miss North is really a most accomplished 
young woman, a person of uniyersal know- 
ledge." 

<< All that may be very true ; but what I t^l 
you is also true ; 9nd if you have any doubts, 
go and ask Charles Slander, he is more inti> 
mate with Miss N(»th and her fiuher than I 



am. 



Now, on this information, the mind of Sir 
Pertinax, or that indescribable something which 
supplies the place of mind in such persons, was 
set to work most teasingly and perplexedly. He 
could not entertain the slightest doubt of the 
beauty or wisdom of Miss North ; and was also 
as little in doubt with respect to the political 
transgression of Mr. North. He hoped, how- 
ever, that Mr. North might not be a decided, ir- 
reclaimable jacobin ; and when, in answer t 
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fuftber interrogatraies, Mr. Leaky informed 
hull, that the patriot liad an estate of no mean ex- 
toit in Yorkshire, and that he had property^also 
in the funds, he thought it absolutely imposoi- 
Ue that he diould be a malignant and deter- 
mined democrat, and trusted that he was only 
rather too much of a whig, and somewhat too 
strong in expressing opposition sentiments ; and 
as Sii Pertinax had received a compliment from 
m member and a leader of the opposition, he did 
not Gcm^der them as altogether incorrigible or 
knpenetrable. Having, however, resolved to fall 
in love ^th Miss North, he was not inclined to 
relinquish that intention, merely on the report of 
iudi a tattler as Octavius Leaky. He, therefore, 
made up his mind, that he would not yet make 
up his mind« 

While the above scene was passing at the 
house of Sir Pertinax Pennyfarthing, another, 
quite 36 perplexing, was taking place at the 
house of Lord Slender. Soon a&er the party 

p8 



822 TBUCELEBOROUGH HALL. 

had returned from viewing the baronet^s gallery, 
a servant announced, that there was a man, who 
insisted on speaking to Miss North, and who 
would not deliver his message to any one but 
to herself. He said, that he had come from 
Truckleborough, and had also mentioned his 
name, but the servant said it was so hard a 
name, that he had forgotten it 

At Lord Slender*s it was not the order of the 
day to be inattentive to any person coming from 
or connected with Truckleborough; so the 
servant was ordered to shew the man into the 
library, and Miss North presently went down 
to speak to him. 

As soon as the door was opened, the young 
lady recognised her father's old acquaintance, 
Francis Lathergills ; and was about to address 
him with the accustomed inquiries, when the 
poor fellow, bursting into tears, exclaimed in a 
most pathetic tone, " Oh, my dear lady^ we are 
all ruined and undone /or ever; yotir dear 
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father is taken, and all the officers are after me 
too ; and oh me ! there is no knowing what will 
be the end of it.'' 

Emma turned pale, and was about to speak, 
when fortunately Charles Slender, who was not 
farther off than in the dining-room adjoining, 
hearing the loud and lamentable exclamation of 
the patriot Lathergills, without ceremony en- 
tered the library, and was just in time to save 
Miss North from fainting. His sudden en« 
trance recalled her spirits, and she was able to 
explain the purport of the hair-dresser's visit : 
for the poor man himself was in too great terror 
to make out a consistent story. Charles Slender 
inquired of the man as to the source of his infor- 
mation, and he soon found that it came from good 
authority, namely, from a servant who had ac- 
companied Dr. Mufflechops from Litchfield to 
London, by the very same conveyanoe which 
brought up Mr. North himself. Emma, at the 
request of Charles, now rejoined his sister, and 



324 TBUCl£L£BOROU6H HALL. 

left the hair-dresser to the* good counsel and 
protection, which the representative of Truckle^ 
borough might be able and wiUing to afford 
him. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



He who eontends for freedonit 

Can ne'er be justly deemed hit sovereign's foe. 

Thomson. 



When Emma had communicated to her kmd 
friend the unpleasant intelligence she had so 
abruptly received from Lathergills, the latter 
usedaU the mgenuity of which she was mis- 
tress, to persuade the patriot's daughter that 
her father was not in any real danger. But it was 
no very pleasant con^deration, that her father^s 
fiame had been made public, and that a degree 
of disgrace seemed to be connected with it : for 
her mind was not strong, or rather not steady 
and composed enough to diitingubh between a 
moral and political offence. Indeed, the very 
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action which her father might be under the 
painful necessity of defending at a criminal 
tribunal, could, under other circumstances, and 
with a different result, bear the name, and carry 
away the applause of high and distinguished 
patriotism. Mr. North, had, however, sadly 
neglected his daughter's political education. 
His own home, and his immediate dependents 
and connections, were not the centre and com- 
mencement of his poUtical exertions. He did 
not act as Mahomet did, who first converted his 
own family, and thence formed a nation to his 
creed. 

Mr- North was fond of his daughter and 
proud of her, but he never shewed his fondness 
for her by disciplining her mind according to his 
own model of political perfection, and what 
little she had heard by accident of political 
matters, had given to her mind not a favourable 
moral bias towards that party to which her 
father belonged. She was, however, well satis- 
fied, that her father's moral principles were 
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good, and she could not regard him as a trans^ 
gressor of any moral duty ; but she could feel) 
Mdd that most painfuUjs that in this light he 
would be . considered by the world. So a de- 
pression of spirits crept upon her, and an un- 
defined feeling of mortification and humiliation 
overcame her. The consolatory and cheerful 
language of Louisa, she answered with sobbings 
and with tears, and she felt herself as a depend- 
ent« and as one that must be deserted. 

The intelligence of the capture and commit- 
ment of Stephen Bardolph North, reached Sir 
Pertinax by other channels than the lips of Mr, 
Leaky, and the baronet now felt himself most 
sorely annoyed by the circumstance, inasmuch as 
he was most deeply smitten by Miss North. So 
the political part of the baroness character began 
now to develop itself, and he meditated how he 
might use his influence and importance in be- 
half of the captived patriot; and, when from 
Octavius Leaky, he understood that Mr. North 
had the reputation of possessing no small share 
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of personal pride, and aristocratical hauteur^ 
by the means of his natural constitution strug- 
gling against his acquired opinions, then did 
Sir Pertina:sc no longer hesitate as to what part 
he should take, and forthwith he hastened to 
Lord Slender^s to consult what best was to be 
done to extricate poor Mr. North from his 
perilous condition. 

On any other occasion. Sir Pertinax would 
not have condescended to consult with a whig 
on matters of influence or management; but now 
he was desirous of shewing off in presence^ or, 
at least, to the knowledge of the young lady. 
Arrived at his lordship's house, the baronet 
requested an interview immediately with Charles 
Slender. When they met he began thus : 

^^ My good friend, I am most heartily con- 
cerned to hear^that a gentleman of your acquaint- 
ance has brought himself into very serious diffi- 
culties, by his political vagaries. I have just 
called to say, that you may use my influence in 
any way you may see fit to command, if you 
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think that I can be of any -service to your friend; 
and I trust, if I were to exert myself, I have so 
much weight that I might prevent the affair 
from coming to any thing very serious/* 

Charles Slender understood all this perfectly 
well. He smiled, not very broadly, and in 
answer to these magnificent offers, only said, ^^ I 
thank you. Sir Pertinax ; but there will be no 
necessity for you to ^ve yourself the slightest 
trouble on the occasion. I have had an interview 
with Lord VeUum, and am assured of his good 
offices, should they be required ; he himself, 
however, thinks that they will not. I believe the 
charge itself is very slight, and the evidence 
rather defective." 

^^But," continued the baronet, ^^ I understand 
that^the privy council is in possession of an im- 
portant paper, which was found on Mr. North^s 
person, and supposed to be in his hand-writing, 
and this is the great testimony against him.^ 

*< Supposed to be in his hand-writing! I 
believe it is only supposition. I am well assured 
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that no treasonable document ever was written 
by Mr. North, or by his directioa; and if any 
such paper exists, and was supposed to drop out 
of his hand or pocket, £ look upon it to be a mere 
cheat ; the dirty trick of some spy or informer." 

" Nay, but, my good Sur, I have seen a gen- 
tlanan who is acquainted with the rector of 
Truckleborough, and who says that the doctor 
has seen the paper, and is ready to swear that it 
is in the hand- writing of Mr. North, and this 
clergyman is subpoenaed to attend and give testi- 
mony when the trial comes on. I hope I may 
be wrong.'* 

" I trust you are. However, I thank you for 
your kind oflfer. Sir Pertinax, though your 
mediation may not be needed.^ %• 

The baronet took his leave, and though disap- 
pointed in the object of his visit, was yet gratis 
fied in having had an opportunity of shewing his 
imtportance. Charles Slender was very mudi per- 
plexed, however, by the mention of the seditious 
paper, and especially by the intelligence that 
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Dr. Mufflechops was in town, and would swear 
to the writing as being that of Mr. North. He 
was anxious, therefore, to see Lord Vellum again; 
and if he could get no satisfactory answer from 
him, he was resolved to sift Nortli himself more 
dosely on the subject, being well assured that if 
this paper were got rid of, the rest of the business 
was but a trifle, that could soon be settled ; for 
he had been abeady informed by Lord Vellum 
that the present prisoners were not the persons 
whom ministers had more especially in view as 
desiring their conviction. 

Lord Vellum must have been very busy 

indeed, had he not been able to receive a call 

from one of the Slender family, and very 

important and momentous must those state 

secrets have been, which he could withhold from 

• the importunity of one of that family. Charles 

. was, therefore, presently admitted to an audience, 

, and his lordship most politely prepared to give 

him every intelligence in his power, and to 

^ant him all the assistance he could, in behalf 
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of his unfiMrtimate fiiend. At tbe same time, 
he looked vary grave, and assured his visitoi^ 
that the paper in queslicm was, beyond aO 
doubt, the prcqperty and the writing of Mr. 
North. He also added, that there was some- 
thing myst^ious in the addcess, which rendered 
it doubtful as to whom it was intended to be 
sent. His lordship not seeming disposed to 
make any more particular communications, 
Charles left him after having obtained per- 
mission to vifiit Mr. North in the house of 
bondage. 

Poor Mr. North, after his capture and exami- 
nation, had scarcely taken possession of a tde- 
rably decent apartment, in his majesty'^s jHrison 
of Newgate, when he was agreeably surprised 
by a visit from his good friend Charles Slender. 
This was a great refreshment to the dejected 
and disappointed patriot, and he held forth 
his hand, with an expression of cordiality, 
towards his welcome visitor. His first question 
was concerning his daughter, and when that 
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would be puzzled still more to conjecture what 
sedition or treason could be found in it. It is 
certainly written in my hand, and by my hand, 
but it is not seditious.^* 

" Then you know what the paper is, and of 
course will explain it satisfactorily at your 
trial ?"" 

" I do know what the paper is,'' responded 
Mr. North, " but I am not quite sure that I 
shall explain it satisfactorily. I must endeavour 
to prove what it is not, and leave curiosity to 
conjecture what it is." 

Our readers are, of course, mightily anxious 
to know all about this wonderful paper, but we 
cannot gratify their curiosity at present. Indeed, 
as it is th^ only piece of mystery in the whole 
course of our narrative, we are willing to make 
the most of it, aud we are not quite sure that we 
shall let the secret out at all ; we may probably 
think fit, in our wisdom, to leave it to the con- 
jectures of the curious. At all events we make 
no promises* 



SS6' TftUCKLEBOROUGH HALL. 

Charles Slender, finding that Mr. North was 
as obstinate in keejnng the secret as we are^ 
qeased to question him any f urth^ <hi the sub- 
ject ; but assured the patriot, that, if any thii^ 
wane in his power, he would be most happy in 
forwarding any views that tended to his safety, 
and to a pleasant termination of tlus unhappy 
business. 

** Nay, nay,** exclaimed the prisoner, '' call it 
not unhiqppy ! I am conscious of my innocence, 
even under the present and existing laws, and 
therefore this false accusation cannot bring 
odium ordisgraoe upon me, and cannot be fraught 
with any personal danger to me ; but it will 
furnish me with a most glorious opportunity of 
giving publicity to my views ; and all the fii^ids 
of the liberty of mankind will rally round me, 
and our strength will be known." 

While Mr. North was speaking, a new victor 
was announced ; and when the said visitor en- 
tered the apartment, Mr. Slender immediately 
recognised the important personage, who has 
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tea introduced to our readers by the name of 
r Pertinax Pennyfarthing. 
' My good friend, Slender," exclaimed the 
bronet, " I am moat happy to meet with you, 
1 to find you thus laudably employed in visit- 
r the captive. Mr. North, I am sorry to see 
wu under the frovm of the law. May I pre- 
me to offer my best services in this momentous 
isis?"' 

Mr. North stared; Charles Slender explained; 
and the patriot acknowledged the great polite- 
ness of the accomplished baronet, wlio received 
the acknowledgment most graciously. There 
was, however, a slight misunderstanding between 
the patriot and the baronet : for the former con- 
sidered the visit of the latter as a homage paid 
to his patriotism, and as an itnpHed acknowledg. 
lent of similarity of sentiment; but ihe baronet 
aidered himself in the light of a powerful 
Mtron, and as an effectual interceder with the 
ruling powers, to abate their severity towards 
VOL. I. "" 
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the misguided and erroneously thinking patriot 
Under this impression, and excited by the 
agreeable intelligence he had received of his 
daughter's welfare, the patriot addressed himself 
to his new acquaintance with unusual anima- 
tion. 

" Sir Pertinax, this visit does you honor, 
and I feel most deeply indebted to you for your 
sympathy. We live in trying times. Sir Per- 
tinax ; and let me tell you, there are few persons, 
in your rank, who think, and dare act as you da^ 

'* Mr. North, you are disposed to be compli- 
mentary. I do trust, however, that I shall always 
act worthy of my character as an English—^" 

" Baronet,'' he would have said, but Mr. 
North, in the ardour of his feelings cut short the 
speech by addressing himself to Charles Slen- 
der, and urging him to adopt the same mode of 
thinking as the worthy baronet had. The 
young gentleman smiled at the recommendation, 
and perceived the patriot's blunder ; but he was 
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unwilling to disturb the complacency and satis- 
. faction of either party by an explanation, he 
therefore, in reply to Mr. North, only said : 

" My good Sir, this is not a time for the 
discussion of opinions, and of modes of thinking: 
we must now think of making arrangements for 
your defence.*' 

" Nonsense, young man," replied the self- 
^uttisfied patriot, '^ my defence is arranged al- 
ready; I have it in my innocence, and my 
tongue will not fail to give it due utterance.^ 

" That was exactly my opinion, Mr. North,^ 
intarupted Sir Pertinax. "I considered you 
as a falsely accused man from the very £rst 
j^ment that the affair was named : I thought it 
i^mpossible that a person of your rank and talent 
should ever be so far off his guard as to be guilty 
'. of treason or sedition." 

** Treason and sedition. Sir Pertinax, are 
terms which are used with variety of meaning, 
and are, as all other words, frequently misapplied. 
Now treason, I consider '^ 

a2 
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" Exactly so," exclaimed Sir Pertinax, *' that 
is my way of thinking. Now, I remember vhea 
I was once in company with some of the 
members of the opposition, and the conversation 
ran on political suhjccts, I ventured to give 
my opinion of that great movement, the French 
revolution. ' That revolution,' said I, * is im. 
doubtedly a great national movement-^those 
were exactly my words, a great national qiov&- 
ment — but, 1 added, but there is somethjaff 
wrong in it ; and lime, Sir, time will show its 
consequences.' These Mr. North, these were 
my words, and I feel confident I was right. 
Indeed, I had the honor of receiving the testi- 
mony of a leader of opposition, that I had 
formed a very correct judgment. Now, some 
persons might be vain of such flattering testimo- 
nials, but I do not altogether approve of oppc^ 
sition politics. To say the truth, politics are 
not with me, as with some persons in my rank, 
an exclusive study ; I feel greater delight in cul- 
tivating the line arts, and I hope I shall soon 
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bare the pleasure of Mr. North^s oompaDy in 
the Pemiyfarthing gallery.'* 

The transition from treason and sedition to 
the PemiyfSmlung gallery, and through the in- 
tervening steps of opposition, politics, and the 
French revolution, rather puzzled and perplexed 
our impiisoned patriot* He could not under- 
rtand what was the connection between treason 
and sedition, and the Pennyfarthing gallery : 
and then he looked at Sir Pertinax with an 
inquiring eye, as much as to si^, << Is the man 
cnoy?** 

Whether Sir Pertinax read the quesdon in 
the patriot's eye, or whether a sudden conscious- 
ness of inoxisequentiality came upon him, we 
know not, but he forthwith smiled at himself 
andsud: 

^I beg pardon, however, for wandering 
from the buriness now under consideration: 
I can only say, that if in any thing I can be of 
service to Mr. North, I am most ready and 
deriious to contribute the mite of my i] 
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towards the desirable. object bf his " Speedy re-^^ 

storation to liberty and society. ' Of courseyou' 

will employ the best counsel.** 

** I think my own the best,^ was the patriot's 

concise reply. 

** Your own, Mr. North, your own ! Surely 
you will not be so rash. We must not suffer 
you so far to endanger your cause as to renounce 
the ordinary means of defence. Now, if you 
will so far indulge me as to listen to my recom- 
mendation, I would recommend my acquaint- 
ance Counsellor Babblethwaite. He is pro- 
foundly skilled in law, and would be very 
eloquent, if he had an opportunity of opening 
his lips in court ; but, unfortunately, though he 
has been at the bar for nearly fifteen years, he 
has not yet had a cause in which he coiild dis^ 
play the full powers of his eloquence. I think 
you will do well to try him." 

Mr. North declined the assistance of Counsellor 
Babblethwaite; nor could' any entreaty change 
the resolution which he had taken, of defending 
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his own cause. His visitors, after fruitlessly 
endeavouring to persuade him to a contrary line 
of conduct, at length took leave of him, and 
consigned him to his own meditations ; which 
were soon after again interrupted by the in- 
trusion of Mr. Jackson, of Truckleborough, 
who being in town by accident, and learning of 
Mr. North^s unpleasant situation, just stepped in 
to offer his professional assistance. 
. Now.it so happened that the patriot had not 
quite forgotten the professional assistance which 
he had heretofore received from the above- 
named solicitor ; wherefore, when the man of 
law came smirking into the prisoner's apartment, 
he found not a very cordial or gracious recep- 
tion ; and to his proffers of professional asrist- 
ance Mr. North very coldly replied, that he 
had already experienced the solicitor's dexterity 
in bringing him into a scrape, and he distrusted 
his skill ta bring him out of one. And when 
Mr. Jackson became more importunate, Mr. 
North said rather angrily and hastily : 




"Mr. Jackson, whatever the law iaflict^ 
must abide, and take it as Imaj; but I will 
not voluntarily indict upon myself the penaJtj 
of a lawyer's bill." 

That was very rude to Mr. Jackson, just ss if 
he came and offered his services merely for what 
he could get. He felt it accordingly, and had 
he not beea rather accustomed to such rude 
speeches, there is no saying what would have 
been the depth of his resentment ; but he was 
for the most part an unruffled man, and he had a 
family to provide for, and from his youth he had 
been instructed to govern hia temper among all 
with whom he bad or might have business. 
His legal instructor used often to say to htm, 
" Don't be angry and passionate, that is not the 
way to get on in the world ; for you can never 
set down in a bill—* For being in a passion, 
Bs.Sd' We must do him the justice to &aj 
that he had certainly profited by this advice in 
more senses than one. He, therefore very pli^ 
cidly and politely took his leave of the disturbed 
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{Mifcriot; and Mr. N<Nrth9 once moie^ was left to 
the enjoyment of meditation and solitude. In 
this solitude the patriot betook himself to 
thoughts on the mode of conducting his defence, 
and he has since be^i heard to say that he almost 
wished at that time^ that the charge against him 
had been more serious and threatening, in order 
that it might have afforded a stronger stimulus 
to his mind, and have ffren a greater interest to 
hissitualicHi; and he also has said, that he was so 
heqaeadj interrupted in the train of his thought, 
by imagining what disdnguished persons would 
be present at his trial, and what effects his elo- 
quence would have upon them, that he could 
acaxoely pieserre the oontininty of Us ideas. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



But my hearers cry oat, what a deuce dost thou ail. 
Put off thy reflections and give us thy tale. 

PaiOB. 



In the last chapter, we have seen a captive^ 
and three of his comforters. Of this party, the 
prisoner seems the only one that is pleased and 
satisfied. Charles Slender was displeased that 
he could not bring Mr. North to reason. Sir 
Fertinax was displeased, that a recommendation 
of Counsellor Babblethwaite had no weight 
with the patriot ; and last, though not least, in 
his displeasure, was Mr. Jackson, who was 
disappointed of a job. So strange are the turns 
anid variedes of human life! Thus often do 
we find our compassion misplaced, and we £re- 
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quently suffer more from sympathy, tlian the 
objects of our piiy endure from the very cir- 
cumstances, which excite our pity and awaken 
our sympathy. This is a wise remark, very 
much la the style of £uripide9. It may be 
a quotation ; let om- claGsical readers look to it. 
It is usually the practice of novel writers, 
when they have collected together a group of 
their characters, and are forced to separate them, 
uniformly to desert that one which is most 
likely to have excited the interest of the reader, 
and to follow one which seems to be the least 
interesting. So a feeling of curiosity is raised, 
and the mind of the reader is awakened by a 
diange of position. Now we, who hate and 
abhor all manner of common-place hackneyed 
tricks, are most truly desirous of treating our 
readers with civility and courtesy, and would 
not by any means wish 1o draw them away 
from that which interests them, and would be 
most happy to keep the fate and interests of 
tha hero constantly before them> *»"~-;q]iy in 
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this critical period of his life. But we woaii 
ask any candid persons how it is possible to 
entertain them for three veeks in a pnvBte 
apartment in Newgate. There are book& to 
be sure, — a few only, such as Dodd''s PriaoB 
Thoughts, Newgate Calendar, three Tt^um^ 
of the Spectator, Thomson's Seasons, Bom's 
Justice, Common-Prayer Book, and X.oniloii 
Directory. These may afford amusenaent (or 
three weeks, but not to novel readers. And 
what will Mr. North be doing all this while ? 
Merely studying speeches, for the good of the 
nation ; mightily entertaining to himself, but 
not so to others. Then let us leave him to 
the delectable employment, uninterrupted hr 
our presence, and we in the mean time iriU 
pay our respects to Sir Pertinax Penny farthing, 
for he is a particular kind of a gentleman, and 
can bear any thing better than neglect : erea 
when he was a boy, at Westminster School, 
having encountered some uncourteous discifK 
Une from his school-fellows, on account cf eome 
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piece of coxcombry, he was heard to say, " I 
vould rather be kicked, thaa not noticed." 
But we are not going to kick him. 

It heJ been observed, that Sir Pertinax was 
Kmewhat displeased, that Mr. North would 
sot take his recommendation of a learned coun- 
sellor ; now the baronet was not indeed in what 
may be called a downright passion ; he merely 
thought it very odd, that a man of such good 
sense as Mr. North should differ from a man 
of such good sense as Sir Pertinax Penny- 
farthing ; and as Miss North was a very pretty 
girl in the baronet's judgment, he still conti- 
nued desirous of being serviceable to Mr. North. 
And we may add, as he had long patronized 
' Counsellor Babbiethwaite, he was truly desirous 
of finding him a job. However, as one good 
intention is better than a hundred bad deeds, 
he thought that at least he would confer on 
his friend, the counsellor, the obligation of 
letting him know what efibcts had been made 
: to serve him. 





350 



TllUCKLBBOKODGH HALI,. 



With tliis design, he posted to the chambers 
of Counsellor Babblethwaite, whom- he fomut 
at home, deeply engaged in reading some 
high treason trials. Casting his e^ upon 
the books as they lay on the table, the baronei 
exclaimed : 

" Why, Babblethwaite, you are pursuing 
voluntarily a study, into which it was my wish 
and intention to have forced you," 

"Beg pardon, don't understand," replied the 
man of law. 

" Simply speaking, then, I have been endea- 
vouring to persuade a high-treason prisoner to 
put himself into your learned hands." 

" Learned hands, learned hands, oh! I under- 
stand you ; you mean to say that I have the law 
at my fingers' ends : very good, very good. But 
listen. Sir Pertinax, my fortune is made. See ( 
there ! look ! brief — brief: two briefs, two briefs 
for a high treason trial ! One for John Nokes, 
and one for Thomas Styles. I shall be immor- 
talized, — shall indeed. I shall write out my 
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speech before hand^ and give it to the re« 
porters." 

^' Well, I am happy to find you in such high 
spirits. I hope your expectations of fame and 
profit will be abundantly answered. By the 
way, are you too busy to honour me with your 
company at dinner to-day ?" 

*^ Thank you — why — ^yes — I can dine with 
you ; but I must leave you early, for I intend 
to go to the theatre to-night, to see John Kemble 
in the Stranger : I wish to study his start, wh^i he 
sees Mrs. Haller. I shall practice that, and ex- 
hibit it at the Old Bailey : it will have a fine effect. 
I shall imagine the judge to be Mrs. Haller." 

" But, can you tell me any thing about this 
trial, or rather accusation, for I wish to know 
whether it be likely to terminate seriously for 
any of the prisoners ?^ 

<^ Seriously, Sir Pertinax, I cannot tell you. 
I have read my briefs, but I cannot undarstand 
them. It seems that my poor innocent dientt 
were very harmlessly sitting in a little snug paiw 
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question circumstantially. You ask, was the 
paper political ? I have already said, and I am 
sorry that I had reason to say, that unfortunately 
I have forgotten the contents, or language of 
the paper ; and I have also said, that I remem- 
ber the spirit of the paper, and that it was 
deeply, profoundly mysterious. We now come 
to the point : I am clearly of opinion, that if 
the paper had been addressed from one person 
engaged in a plot, to another person engaged in 
a plot, and that if the two persons thoroughly 
understood and co-operated with each other, 
and that there was no other, or could be no 
other correspondence between them, than touch- 
ing the said plot, and that they had resolved so 
to correspond, tliat nobody but themselves could 
understand what they were writing about, then 
I should pronounce the paper decidedly sedi- 
tious and political.'^ 

"Thank you, Sir, thank you," replied Charles 
Slender, " I am perfectly satisfied."" 

And so he was perfectly satisfied, that Bab- 
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begin all over agmo, and perhaps, after all, be so 
confused, that I shall forget all but tlie very 
first sentence." 

'*Well, I am profoundly silent." 

" So I hear. Now to proceed, or more pro- 
perly speaking, to begin ; for I am sure by this 
time you must have forgotten the first sentence. 
My poor innocent clients were sitting in all 
ffimplicity in a parlour in a pot-house, in Shoe- 
lane — and thinking nothing of sedition, or 
treason, or any other actual or possible trans- 
gression of those most excellent laws, which 
the wisdom of our ancestors has made, or the 
wisdom of their descendants has explained. It 
appears, I say, from this brief, that there they 
were sitting, in all the simplicity of their hearts, 
listening to grave discourse, which they could 
not understand, and whichj for all their simple 
souls know to the contrary, might have been a 
methodist sermon ; for they say that the pre- 
sident, or chairman, looked very much like a me- 
thodist parson. Unfortunately for these, my inno- 
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questioD circumstantially. You ask, was the 
paper political P I have already said, and I am 
sorry that I had reason to say, that unfortunately 
I have forgotten the contents, or language of 
the paper ; and I have also said, that I remem- 
ber the spirit of the paper, and that it was 
deeply, profoundly mysterious. We now come 
to the point : I am clearly of opinion, that if 
the paper had been addressed from one person 
engaged in a plot, to another person engaged in 
a plot, and that if the two persons thoroughly 
understood and co-operated with each other, 
and that there was no other, or could be no 
other correspondence between them, than touch- 
ing the said plot, and that they had resolved so 
to correspond, tliat nobody but themselves could 
understand what they were writing about, then 
I should pronounce the paper decidedly sedi- 
tious and poUtical.'^ 

"Thank you, Sir, thank you," replied Charles 
Slender, " I am perfectly satisfied.'" 

And so he was perfectly satisfied, that Bab- 
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liable to a penalty c^ five shillings for every 
oath ;'and in the course of a few hours, with an 
irritaUe and hasty man, that may amount to 
a very serious sum. Now, be persuaded, doiCt 
swear, it will do you no good,"* 

The baronet smiled ; he had long been accus- 
tomed to his friend^s oddities, but still he felt them 
very annoying, whenever they interfered, as at 
pres^Dit, with the gratification of his curiosity* 
Wisely, therefore, refraining from farther inter- 
ruption, he let his informant proceed according 
to his own humour ; and if we were to do 90 
too, we should finish the volume, or more, with 
a full, true, and particular account of all the 
gentleman's variations and digressions. SufBce 
it then to say, that after listening for nearly an 
hour anda half to Counsellor Babbleth waiters talk. 
Sir Pertinax Pennyfarthing found himself pre* 
dsely in that predicament in which many others 
find themselves after listening as long to a volu* 
ble counsellor ; videlicet, he knew just' as much 
as he knew before^ and no nfore. 
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•'I shall dine at five precisely," said the bsronel. 

*' So shall I," responded the counBellor : and 
he was as good as hia woi-d. This is a virtue, 
which is never Bufficiently praised ; though its 
opposite vice is more than enough vituperated. 
But, as we are not desirous ofdrawing a faultless 
monster, and as we do not deeign to impose upon 
our readers, any characters as possessing Tswre 
virtues than are actually their lot, we are 
under the necessity of making a slight deduction 
from Babblethwaite's virtue of pudding punc- 
tuality, hy stating, that Sir Pertinax nev« 
waited for any body, and so punctual was the 
baronefs cook, that there was some little diffi- 
culty in determining whether the cook ruled the 
clock, or the clock the cook. 

With Sir Pertinax Penny farthing, and Coun< 
sellor Babble! hwaite, there sat down to dinaer 
Charles Slender and Octavius Leaky. There 
was praise bestowed on the cook, and commen- 
dations, " deep, not loud," were lavished on the 
wine merchant: and there began to be t 
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little talk on the fine arts ; for Babblethwaite 
had formerly been a bit of an artist himself, and 
bad paintedaportraitof hisgrandmother, which 
bis laundress happeniog to see in an unfinished 
slate, pronounced to be a capital likeness of 
Judge BuUer. Babblethwaite did not like flattery, 
therefore, he put the portrait in the fire. Sir 
Pertinax loved the line arts too, and he could not 
help regretting thai his own. portrait was not in a 
state of sufficient forwardncse to be exhibited to bis 
guests. In fact it was all done but the face, and 
that had been done, but the artisthad obliterated it, 
and was waiting for another sitting ; for he could 
not yet hit ofl' the proper expression to harmonize 
with the scene j sedng that Sir Pertinax had no 
other varieties of countenance at his command 
than a grin and a frown ; and as his countenance 
wasnotwhatis called imposing, it was rather an 
imposition to set the artist such a task as to deli- 
neate Sir Pertinax Pennyfarthing in such wise, that 
ibe might be Sir Pertinax to all his friends, and 
Marius to the rest of the world. Babblethwaite 
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muA exactly of our c^inion, and he asked his host 
when the great work was to be finished, being, as 
hesaid, curious to see how the limner had executed 
his task. Sir Pertinax, who was not very acute 
in detecting a latent kugh, thought that he had 
' more than once observed in his friend, the coun- 
sellor, an expresdon amounting to what is usuaUy 
called quizzing ; he was, therefore, desirous of 
dropping that subject, and very readily turned 
the discourse to the calamitous situation of 
Mr. North : addressing himself to Charles 
Slender, he said : 

" Ton honor. Slender, I am sorry for poor 
North — he must have had bad advisers. I wish 
I had known him sooner ; by all that's good, I 
would have kept him out of these scrapes. He 
seems a sensible man ; it is very odd he won*t 
take my advice. Perhaps you can persuade him 
to employ counsel.*' 

" I fear not," replied Charles; " I have used 
all the reasoning of which I am master, and find 
it absolutely impossible : but I hope there will 
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be no serious consequences,-— the indictment is 
only for seditious words." 

^^ Seditious writing I treasonable writing, too,*' 
interrupted the counsellor ; " I have seen the 
writing, and there is proof positive." 

*' Have you seen the writing?" exclaimed the 
baronet : " why you did not say a word about it 
to me, when I called at your chambers this 
morning.'* 

" To be sure not ! how could I ? You would 
not let me speak.'* 

^* Demmit, Babblethwaite, how can you say so? 
you would not tell yoiw story straight forward, 
as you ought, and I was forced to interrupt you, 
that I might ^' 

** Ay, ay, forced to interrupt me : you would 
not let me tell the story in my own way, and you 
might as well forbid a man the use of his own 
tongue, as not to let him adopt his own method 
of narration. Gkntlemen,** continued he, turning 
to the other two, ** I will appeal to your own 
■enses and your own judgment: here is my 
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worthy friend, Sir Pertinax Pennyfarthing, dying 
to find out a secret which is in my possession, 
and I, as in duty bound to an old friend, am 
very ready and desirous to let him know all 
that I know on the subject, and yet, ten to one^ 
he will not let me tell him any thing about it. 
Now, will you have the goodness to listen." 

This last sentence was addressed to Sir Per- 
tinax, but the rest of the company obeyed the 
injunction, and put themselves in listening at- 
titude, and the counsellor continued : — 

^^ I have seen the seditious or treasonable 
paper, which is to be produced in evidence 
against our, or more properly speaking, your 
friend, Mr. Stephen Bardolph North, or Ste- 
phen Bardolph North, Esq. though, by the way, 
he might as well sink the squire, when he 
comes to make his appearance at the bar in the 
Old Bailey. I have seen, I say, this paper, I 
have read it, but, unfortunately, I have forgotten 
its contents.'* 

**Now, Babblethwaite, you are too bad ;" was 
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the general exclamation, in nrhich the three lis- 
teners joined most heartily. 

" There, there/' said the counsellor, *^ that is 
exactly what I anticipated ; I told you how it 
would be, I knew how impatient you were, you 
will not let me speak." 

« Well, but, Sir,'' said Charles Slender, «« you 
promised us some information on the subject of 
this paper, and now you say you have forgotten 
its contents. What does your information 
amount to? — you seem to know no more than 
we do, who have not seen it.*' 

" Patience, Sir, patience : I did say I had un- 
fortunately forgotten its contents, and I am sorry 
for your sakes that I have, seeing that you seem 
so anxious to know them; not that I think that 
the knowledge would greatly enlighten you. I 
have, however, forgotten its contents ; but it 
does not follow that I have forgotten its spirit.'* 
" True," replied Charles, in a tone wfaidi 
seemed to apologize for the accent of rebuke, 
VOL, I. R 
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which characterized his last speech ; '^ and pray. 
Sir, what was the spirit of it ?" 

** Very dark and mysterious, profoundly mys- 
terious !'^ said Babblethwaite. 

^^ But was the paper decidedly treasonable, or 
even seditious ?^* asked Charles. 

** Why, my good Sir, that is the question ; 
and it is a question which involves much. I must 
first of all endeavour to ascertain what is the 
exact meaning and force of the terms sedition 
and treason ; and then, after all, perhaps it 
would be presumption in me to affect to an- 
ticipate the decision of a jury, or the dictum of a 
learned judge.*' 

Charles Slender began to grow fidgetty again, 
and very impatient, and rather more hastily 
asked — " Pray, Sir, can you say whether or not 
the paper of which we are speaking, had a de- 
cidedly seditious tendency,' or are you even 
positive that the matter was at all political ?'' 

Babblethwaite looked with provokingly placid 
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attention at Charles while he was speaking, 
and when he had finished, after repeating 
word for word the question put to him, said — 
*' You have here, Sir, asked me two questions, 
to each of which I am desirous to give you a 
satisfactory answer. Though I must be per- 
mitted to observe, by the way, that the arrange- 
ment of these questions is not judicious, inas- 
much as you compel the answerer, your humble 
servant, to use more words than are absolutely 
necessary for the full development of his ideas : 
your last question should have been placed first; 
for if you had first asked, is the paper political, 
and the answer to that question had been in the 
negative, then any other inquiry would have 
been superseded ; for had the paper been not 
political, it could not have been, by any con- 
struction, seditious or treasonable.'' 

" Well, Sir, then to save words, I will ask 
you, was the paper political?'' 

*" Now, Sir," replied the counsellor, " you 
have spoken definitely, and I can answer your 

u 2 
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question circumstantially. You ask, was the 
paper political ? I have already said, and I am 
sorry that I had reason to say, that unfortunately 
I have forgotten the contents, or language of 
the paper ; and I have also said, that I remem- 
ber the spirit of the paper, and that it was 
deeply, profoundly mysterious. We now come 
to the point : I am clearly of opinion, that if 
the paper had been addressed from one person 
engaged in a plot, to another person engaged in 
a plot, and that if the two persons thoroughly 
understood and co-operated with each other, 
and that there was no other, or could be no 
other correspondence between them, than touch- 
ing the said plot, and that they had resolved so 
to correspond, tliat nobody but themselves could 
understand what they were writing about, then 
I should pronounce the paper decidedly sedi- 
tious and political.*^ 

" Thank you, Sir, thank you," replied Charles 
Slender, " I am perfectly satisfied.*" 

And so he was perfectly satisfied, that Bab- 
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blethwaite knew nothing about the matter, or 
was disinclined to communicate his knowledge 
to the company. The counsellor soon retired, 
in order to get a good place in the pit, to see 
Kemble. 

When conversation flags in a small party, it 
is no bad contrivance for one to retire, and by 
that means he furnishes a fresh topic to those 
that remain. 

" That Babblethwaite is a man of great pene- 
tration and acuteness,'* said Sir Pertinax, " but 
he is so abominably prosing, that it wearies one 
to talk with him. Positively my head aches 
already with my eflForts to follow the train of 
his reasoning." 

** Positively," responded Leaky, ** my head 
does not ache, for I made no efiPort to attend to 
him. He is a fellow of no information, and 
seems to have learned the dictionary by heart, 
and to utler the greatest possible number of 
words, with the least possible quantity of mean. 
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ing. I wonder you patronize him, Pennyfar- 
thing."" 

*^ Why,'' said the baronet, *^ it is charity to 
patronize one, whom ilobody else would patro- 
nize ; but I will maintain he is a clever fellow.*" 

" Certainly," answered Leaky, *' he is so 
clever, that he can talk without conveying any 
ideas ; he has that talent to perfection." 

" His circumlocution," said Sir Pertinax, " is 
owing to his conscientiousness, and his strict 
desire to confine himself within the limits of 
veracity. In that point of view he is greatly to 
be esteemed, for he may be so far depended 
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A capital encomium of yours, Pennyfar- 
thing. Yes, he is very conscientious, he never 
tells lies ; and I may add, he never tells truth ; 
in fact, he never tells any thing." 

So the conversation ran, and by the time that 
Babblethwaite's character, moral and intellec- 
tual, had been fully discussed, Slender retired, 
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and left his for dissection, and it was cut up 
with as little mercy as judgment. At last Mr. 
Leaky withdrew, and then Sir Pertinax was 
left alone in his glory, and he meditated on his 
own magnificence, and thought most humbly of 
Ills departed guests. He walked into his picture 
gallery, and looked very knowingly on the blank 
space, which was destined for the reception of 
Marius sitting among the ruins of Carthage, and 
he thought within himself, " Who but I could 
ever have formed such a grand idea !'' He 
thought rightly ; the idea was peculiarly his 
own. 

When he had meditated for a due length of 
time on his own grand self, he next directed his 
thoughts to Emma North, and he commended 
his own condescension in resolving to raise the 
young lady to the high rank of Lady Penny- 
farthing. He was fully satisfied, that Mr. 
North was not a low, vulgar jacobin, or any 
thing of the kind : he had penetration enough 
to see that be was perfectly innocent of all in- 
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tention to overturn the government, and though 
it might have been more agreeable to Sir Perti- 
nax to have a father-in-law, not distinguished 
for an appearance at the bar in the Old Bailey ; 
yet he considered that he should cUsplay his 
condescension more strikingly by offering his 
hand to Miss North, under present circum- 
stances, than if he should . wait the issue of her 
father's trial. He wished, indeed, that the 
young lady were under any other roof than 
Lord Slender's ; for there might be some appear- 
ance of fickleness, perhaps, in offering his hand 
to Miss North, after having paid such marked 
attention to Louisa Slender. He soon, however, 
surmounted all difficulties, silenced all scruples, 
and settled it with himself, that without more 
delay, he would offer his hand to Miss North. 
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